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Austrian GNP. Growth Slows, 
More Foreign Capital Needed 


Growth in Austria’s gross national product in the first half of 1958 
was slightly less than 4 percent, as compared with an average rate of 
increase of 6 percent in 1957, the Austrian Institute for Economic 


Research states in its June report. 


Further growth of the Austrian economy will depend in good meas. 
ure on the country’s ability to continue to attract foreign capital, ac. 
cording to the Austrian Minister of Finance. 


The decline in the rate of GNP ex- 
pansion is attributed in part to the cur- 
rent weakness of export markets, but 
also to a delayed upswing of construc- 
tion, agricultural, and other activities 
caused by unusually prolonged winter 
weather. 


Balance of Trade Improves 


Exports in the first 4 months of 1958 
fell 4 percent below the level of the cor- 
responding period of last year, and im- 
ports declined by 5 percent, so that the 
balance of trade showed some improve- 
ment. Production, employment, and con- 
sumption continued to increase, and the 
favorable balance of payments plus 
strong savings activity provided ample 
liquidity to the credit system. 

The Institute points out that the 
Austrian economic policy-makers still 
have in reserve discount rate reductions 








and other means of encouraging credit 
expansion. The Institute concludes that 
Austria is far from experiencing a gen. 
uine recession such as that making itself 
felt in the United States, and that no 
dramatic changes are expected in the 
near future. 


Foreign Capital Needed 
From 1952 to date Austria has ob- 


tained, under increasingly liberal condi- | 


tions, foreign loans totaling $202 mil- 
lion, of which $40 million was granted 
to the Government, $127 million was 
guaranteed by the Government, and $34 
million was made available to Austrian 
industry without guaranty, the Austrian 
Finance Minister points out in a recent 
report. He attributes the increasing 
amount of foreign loans offered Austria 
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Field Offices Give Service on ICA Programs 


The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ICA) endeavors to keep 
the Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce fully informed on 
ICA programs, policies, and procure- 
ment. The Field Offices are thus in 
a position to assist American busi- 
nessmen on matters relating to ICA- 
financed procurement, marking regu- 
lations, investment guaranties, the 
Development Loan Fund, and other 
programs. 

Staffed with personnel with wide 
experience in international trade and 
investment they are well equipped to 
provide practical service to foreign 
traders. Such traders are invited to 
make full use of the Department’s 


nearest Field Office. 
N. Mex., 321 Post Office 
hone: 7-0811. 


604 Volunteer Bidg., @ 
4121, 


Albuquerque, 
Bidg., 

Atianta 3, Ga., 
Luckie St., N.W. JAckson 2- 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. Liberty 2-5600, 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 504 Federal Bidg., 117 
Ellicott St. MAdison 4216. 

Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Ser, 
= Bidg., West "End Broad 


Cheyenne, wye 207 Majestic fide. 16th 
St. and Ca tol Ave. Phone: 

Obfeage 6, Ill., Room 1302, 226 gp Jackson 

Bivd. ANdover 3-3600. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 915 Fifth Third Bank 
Bidg., 36 E. Fourth St. DUnbar 1-2200. 

Cleveland 1, Ohie, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bidg., E. 6th St. and Superior Ave. 
CHerry 1- . 


it Jas- 
Phone: 


Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 


Denver 2, Cole., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4161. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234, 

Houston 2, Tex., 610 Scanlan Bldg., 405 
Main Street, CApitol 2-7201. 


Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 


Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Walk 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 450, 1031 & 
Broadway, Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431. 

a vy 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 

Bidg. FEderal 2-8244. 

New Orieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
EXpress 2411. 

New York 1, N. Y., Empire State Bidg. 
LOngacr¢ $-3377 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bidg. 10 
Chestnut St. WAlInut 3-2400. 

Pheonix. Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 

ALpine 8-5861. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

GRant 1-5370. 


Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court 
house and P Bldg. CApitol 6-S361, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-712. 
Richmond 19, Va., 409 Post Office Bidg. 
Mliton 4-9471. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bids. 
MAin 1-8100. 

Salt Lake Ci Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire Passe. 

San Francisco am, ¢ Calif., Room 419 Custom 
house. aaa 6-811. 

Savannah 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
P. O. Bia” A&Dams 2-4755. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bids. 
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forecasts for Germany Show Caution 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Forecasts for the West German economy show caution for the 
first time in years, but a modest expansion of output may still be 


expected. 
West 


German industrial production increased in 1957 at a decreas- 


ing rate compared with 1956. Still, the rate amounted to a healthy 6 
percent. Foreign demand tapered off, investment in fixed assets provided 
but little stimulus, and personal consumption expanded much less than 


in 1956. 


While the reduction in production rate has affected some industries 
more than others, some have actually expanded at an increasing rate. 

Industrial sales exceeded those of 1956 by 7.5 percent, but both 
domestic and export sales expanded less vigorously than in 1956. 

Productive capacity expanded, yet utilization of capacity declined. 
Employment in industry continued to rise, but the workweek decreased 
while total wages and output per work hour increased. 

Industry supports the Government on taxes modified to effect wide- 
spread formation of capital and the acquisition of property; transfer of 
Government-owned plants to private ownership; moderation in social 
measures; and political and economic alliance with the West. 


Modest Growth Apparent 


For the first time in years, forecasts 


of economic observers are predominant- 
ly cautious in view of several factors. 
The 1957-58 winter lull was more pro- 
nounced than usual, and the 1958 spring 
upswing set in relatively late. This was 
due in part to unfavorable weather 
which kept construction and other out- 
door work as well as activities in the 
building materials industries at levels 
appreciably below those of a year ago. 


Certain basic industries, however, 
have had some weak spots since early 
1958. Increased competition of imported 
coal and fuel oil and temporarily lower 
consumption caused involuntary stock- 
piling at the pitheads which, in turn, 
resulted in some cutbacks in output. 
Iron and steel producers were hit by 
both a sharp drop in foreign demand 
and cautious buying of domestic dealers 
and users who, expecting price cuts 
rather than increases as formerly, per- 
mitted their inventories to decline. 
Thus, management kept output at or 
around last year’s level, disregarding 
the expansion of productive capacity 
achieved since. Inventory liquidation 
also played a role in the textile indus- 


Foreign demand, a major stimulant 
for years, has been tapering off in re- 


) cent months and backlogs have been 


cut substantially. 


On the other hand, personal income 
and, to a lesser degree, personal con- 
sumption continue to expand. Improve- 
ment in the domestic investment cli- 
hate first noted late in 1957 seems to 
id, Domestic orders for capital goods 
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in recent months generally exceeded 
last year’s levels. Also building orders 
developed favorably, and in April, when 
the weather finally improved, construc- 
tion picked up notably. 

On balance, it appears that—barring 
a more drastic decline in foreign or- 
ders—overall demand should remain 
sufficiently strong to stimulate further, 
though modest expansion of output, al- 
though in many sectors not to the ex- 
tent that productive capacity would 
permit. 


Industrial Output Up 6 Percent 


Industrial production, which since 
1955 has contributed more than 50 per- 
cent to the West German gross national 
product, in 1957 continued to rise faster 
than GNP as a whole. New records 
were established in practically all ma- 
jor industrial sectors. The overall rate 
of expansion over the preceding year, 
which had dropped from 15 percent in 
1955 to 9 percent in 1956, declined fur- 
ther. However, it still came to zbout 6 
percent in 1957, a growth rate compar- 
ing favorably with that of most other 
highly industrialized countries. 


Effect of Growth Factors Changes 


The reduced expansion rate in 1957, 
as in 1956, was accompanied by a change 
in the relative importance of the forces 
stimulating further growth. Foreign de- 
mand, an important stimulant for vears, 
remained strong, although it leveled off 
toward the end of the year. Invest- 
ment in fixed assets, which had been a 
major expansive factor since 1953 but 
started-to level off in mid-1956, pro- 


vided only little stimulus to further ex- 
pansion, although earlier credit restric- 
tions were relaxed. Among the reasons 
for this trend were a decline in the 
boom psychology and temporary finan- 
cial and administrative difficulties in 
Government-sponsored new housing con- 
struction. 

Personal consumption continued to 
expand. In contrast to developments in 
1956 when consumers had been in a 
spending mood, however, 1957 was 
marked by a rapid growth of savings. 
As a result, consumption expanded 
much less than a year previous, al- 
though combined income from wages, 
Salaries, and pensions increased just 
about as fast as in 1956. Expenditures 
for durables, food, and stimulants grew 
faster than those for manufactured soft 
consumer goods. 


Industry Slowdown Varied 


In line with the foregoing, some seg- 
ments of industry have felt the slow- 
down more than others. Above average 
expansion was recorded in the food 
processing and stimulants sector, where 
output rose by close to 10 percent, a 
growth rate even better than in 1956. 

Output of sugar, drinks, canned meat, 
canned vegetables, cream, and milk 
powder developed favorably, while pro- 
duction of the margarine and the fish- 
processing industries did not reach 1956 
levels. Output of cigarettes expanded by 
7 percent, with the share of filter ciga- 
rettes at the end of the year reaching’ 
some 40 percent of total production. 


.~Expansion of output of other soft con- 


sumer goods was only slightly better 
than that of industrial production as a 
whole. Above average growth rates in 
clothing, leather production and 
processing, and plastics were offset by 
below average growth rates in textiles 
and wood processing. 

Output of many consumer durables, 
passenger cars in particular, television 
sets, and refrigerators and other elec- 
trical appliances, continued to show - 
substantial gains. However, such prod- 
ucts are traditionally included in the 
capital goods index in the Federai Re- 
public. Thus, developments in the con- 
sumer goods sector as a whole, in 1957 
as in preceding years, were better than 
the index indicated. 

By the same token, the comparatively 
weak trend in the capital goods sector 
in 1957 was not fully reflected in the 
overall index for this group, which ex- 
ceeded its 1956 level by close to 4 per- 
cent. Although industries producing ex-: 
clusively capital goods, such as machin- 


(Continued on page 30) 
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Alltime High Industrial Growth 
Worsens French Balance of Trade 


Industrial production reached an alltime peak in France in April. 
Forecasts are favorable in industries except textiles, clothing, and pa- 
per. The industrial expansion occasioned a high level of imports that 
current exports have failed to offset. As a result, the balance-of-pay- 
ments position has been aggravated. Recession warnings have appeared. 

The balance-of-trade position continued unfavorable. Trade with 
the United States apparently had not been affected by the U. S. reces- 


sion 


‘The Government sought to save foreign exchange through import 


licensing, suspension of tourist allocations for French residents travel- 
ing abroad, legalization of the August-October 1957 de facto devalua- 
tion, a national loan, and repatriation of undeclared capital. 

France may be unable to meet her January 1, 1959, Common Mar- 
ket obligations because of her balance-of-payments difficulties. 


Industrial Production 
Sets Alltime Record 


Industrial expansion continued un- 
abated, with the production index (in- 
cluding building) reaching’ a new peak 
of 158 in April (1952—100), compared 
with the average of 130 in 1956 and 141 
in 1957. Except for textiles, clothing, 
and paper, forecasts are favorable with 
output; consumer demand, and order 
backlogs at high levels. 

The expansion has required a high 
Jevel of imports that current exports 
have failed to offset, resulting in fur- 
ther deterioration of the balance-of- 
payments position. Many informed ob- 
servers, therefore, believe that the 
present industrial expansion of about 
10 percent above last year’s level may 
be difficult to sustain. 


Recession Warnings 
Posted 


While French industrial production 
was setting new alltime records, the 
French Employer’s Association sounded 
the warning that the economy is threat- 
ened with a crisis. This declaration 
followed closely the release of a pro- 
visional economic report for 1958 pre- 
pared by the French National Accounts 
Commission which concluded that pres- 
ent trends in the French economy will 
lead not only to the rapid exhaustion 
of foreign exchange reserves, but also 
to a recession by the end of the year. 


Imports Rise 18 Percent; 
Exports Fall 6 Percent 


France’s balance -of-trade position 
showed no improvement during the first 
4 months of 1958. Total January-April 
1958 imports amounted to $1,824 mil- 
lion, while exports reached only $1,365 
million, leaving a deficit of $459 mil- 
lion. Comparisons of volume of trade 
indexes between the first quarter of 1958 
and the fourth quarter of 1957 revealed 
an 18-percent rise in imports and a 6 


4 





percent decline in exports. The largest 
export drop was 35 percent and was 
registered for food products while im- 
ports of food products rose by 9 per- 
cent. 

Partly responsible for this unfavor- 
able situation was the Government pol- 
icy of resorting to so-called shock-im- 
ports of certain food items, such as 
meat and wine, to discourage domestic 
producers from increasing their prices. 
Imports of manufactured products in- 
creased by 19 percent over the fourth 
quarter of 1957, reflecting to a con- 
siderable degree speculations anticipat- 
ing the unavoidable restrictions on new 
imports. Illustrating this fact is the 
spectacular increase in franc premiums 
for forward trading which by the end 
of May reached record levels. 


Imports From U. S. 
Exceed Exports 


Although still unfavorable, France’s 
overall commodity exchanges with the 
United States in the period January- 
April 1958 showed some improvement. 
French imports from the United States 
during the first 4 months of 1958 
amounted to $195.2 million, compared 
With $351 million in January-April 1957, 
while exports to the United States at- 
tained $83.2 million or a $12-million 
increase over the corresponding period 
of 1957. Thus, 42 percent of visible 
French imports from the United States 
were covered by visible exports to the 
United States. 

In terms of value, French exports 
to the United States seemingly have 
not been affected by the U. S. reces- 
sion. Certain industries have showed 
considerable declines in their exports, 
but these have been compensated by in- 
creased exports of motor vehicles. 

The changes in the composition of 
French exports to the United States 
which have taken place since a year 
ago became even more pronounced in 


= 


the first 4 months of 1958. Shipments | 
of automobiles now represent approxi. | 
mately one-third of the total value of 
exports to the United States. On the 
other hand, exports of iron and steg] 
continued downward to only about one. 
fourth of last year’s level. French tra. 
ditional] exports, such as perfumes, laces, 
tulles and carpets, were substantially 
below last year’s levels, while exports 
of alcoholic beverages remained stable, 

Exports to the United States in 1958 
included the unusual item of aircraft, 
amounting to $900,000, which reflect 
the first helicopters manufactured p» 
Sud-Aviation for U. S. account, : | 


Import Licenses Suspended 
Temporarily 


Government attention continued te be 
focused on the foreign exchange prob. 
lem and a series of measures were en. 
acted in an effort to reduce the gap 
between imports and exports. To break 
the upward trend in imports, the issy. 
ance of all import licenses was tem. 
porarily suspended effective May 30 
Exempt from this freeze were coal and 
steel imports from the European Coal 
and Steel Community and imports coy- 
ered by bilateral trade agreements with | 
the European Soviet-bloc countries plus | 
Yugoslavia, Chile, and Ecuador. In aé- | 
dition, the freeze did not apply to im. 
ports which are financed by the g0- 
called EFAC accounts, i. e., the part 
of foreign exchange earnings which ex. ° 
porters are allowed to retain for their 
own use, and imports which are not 
subject to foreign exchange allocation, 

Issuance of import licenses was re 
sumed shortly thereafter, but in grant- 
ing new licenses for essential raw ma- 
terials the authorities are reportedly ; 
trying to persuade French industrial 
ists to draw down part of the consid- 
erable stocks they accumulated last 
year. 

Stronger import curbs in future ap 
pear likely, in view of the fact that 
financial facilities granted last January 
by the International Monetary Fund 
and the European Payments Union have 
been utilized at a far faster rate than 
anticipated. 


Tourist Allocations 
Suspended 








—$— |, Jae ae 


Other measures included the suspem | 
sion effective May 21 of tourist alloca- 
tions for French residents traveling 
abroad. This allowance has been the 
equivalent of 35,000 francs ($83) per 
year. French residents may now carty 
abroad only 20,000 francs in addition 
to the foreign exchange allocation. It | 
is expected that this measure will save 
annually about $50 to $70 million. 





De Facto Devaluation 
Legalized 


Some improvement in external ac | 
counts was expected from the August: | 
(Continued on page 6) 
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, ECSC Makes New 
$50-Million Loan 


The High Authority of the European 
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) con- 
duded on June 24 a $50-million loan 
mt with a syndicate of New 
' york banks. The agreement calls for 
' the issuance of $35 million in 5-percent 
| year bonds and $15 million in 4.5- 
nt 5-year bonds. Public subscrip- 
tion began on June 25 and was closed 
on the same day with the entire issue 
fully subscribed. 

The flotation marked the High Au- 
thority’s second public issue on the 
American capital market. The loan was 
contracted on somewhat more favorable 
terms than the first one in April 1957. 
A higher amount was obtained, i. e., 
$50 million against the previous $35 
million; the major portion of the loan 
was of longer duration, 20 years against 
18; and the effective interest rate was 
lower, 5.24 percent yield for purchasers 
against 5.5 percent for the long-term 
issue and 4.6 percent as compared with 
| 5S percent for the 5-year loan. 


As in the past, the funds obtained 
| will be earmarked for loans to ECSC 
enterprises, especially for the realiza- 
tion of projects in line with the general 
objectives of the High Authority. The 
apportionment of the loan funds among 
these projects will be completed toward 
the end of July. 

The new $50 million loan brings to 
| $215 million the total loans contracted 
thus far by the High Authority. All 
these loans benefit from the Act of 
Pledge concluded between the High 
Authority and the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements under which the 
latter institution administers the se- 
curity put up by the enterprises.—U. S. 
} Mission to the European Communities, 
Luxembourg. 











_ Austria Shows New Interest 
In Trade With Poland 


Austrian trade with most Danubian 
countries recently has been disappoint- 
ing, and new emphasis apparently is 
| Row being placed on the further devel- 
| opment and diversification of trade with 
, Poland, 

Indicative of this new emphasis are 
the large number of Austrian enter- 
prises represented at the Spring trade 
fair in Poznan, Poland, and the recent 
Visit to that fair of the Austrian Trade 
Minister who thereby reciprocated the 
Visit of the Polish trade minister to the 
Vienna trade fair in the fall of 1957. 
Austrian trade with Poland has re- 
tently been based primarily on the im- 

Portation of Polish coal. Attempts to 

diversify imports from Poland could 
( thus lead to a significant expansion of 
ustrian foreign trade with that coun- 
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Colombian Imports Increase, 
Credit Restrictions Remain 


Colombian import authorizations in June increased substantially’ 


over those in May. 


Government officials stated, however, that although import re- 
strictions had been relaxed somewhat, the need for import limitations 
and credit restrictions continued to be necessary for stabilization. In- 
dustrial spokesmen continued to complain of credit restrictions. 

The free dollar market behaved more erratically than the certif- 


icate market. 


Total means of payment dropped slightly in May, and did not look 
favorable for June. A significant primary expansion in means of pay- 
ment may appear during the rest of the year. 

Coffee shipments increased. Industrial activity maintained the 
current fair-to-good pace. Domestic business was described as fair. 


Import Authorizations 
Increased 


The recent $103-million loan from 
the Export-Import Bank of Washington 
and private New York banks (see For- 
eign Commerce Weekly of June 30, 
1958) make possible some relaxation of 
import restrictions, but Colombian offi- 
cials emphasize that there would be no 
retreat from the policy of austerity 
characterized by import limitations and 
credit restrictions. 


Import authorizations may now be 
granted more liberally but the Manager 
of the Central Bank and the Minister 
of Finance, in a joint statement, were 
careful to point out that the loan did 
not solve Colombia’s economic prob- 
lems but, rather, would permit the 
Colombian economy the minimum level 
of essential imports necessary for its 
proper functioning while the work of 
stabilization went forward. 


Import authorizations increased to 


$22.6 million for the month of June, 


substantially higher than the $17.3 au- 
thorized in May but still well under 
the $28 million maximum permitted 
by the recent agreement with the 
Eximbank. Import authorities announced 
their intention of allowing the importa- 
tion of $36 million worth of automotive 
units, particularly buses and trucks, 


Credit Restriction 
Complaints Made 


Spokesmen for the Asociacion Colom- 
biana de Proteccion Industrial (ACOPI) 
continue to complain of the credit 
restrictions and general import difficul- 
ties which, they maintain, are slowly 
driving some small industries out of 
business. 


An organization. representing ex- 
porters also warns that overall exports 
of products other than coffee and 
bananas are falling steadily because 
the Government is granting a rate of 
only 6-10 pesos to the dollar on such 
commodities versus a free rate of about 





8 pesos to the dollar. Recently, cement 
and coal exports were granted an ex- 
ception to the rule and exporters of 
other products are awaiting similar 
concessions. 

Other industry representatives almost 
universally bemoan the high cost of 
doing business, but generally add that 
demand for locally produced goods is 
excellent. 

Drug firms, which for months have 
been trying to raise prices on their 
products in line with increased costs 
for imported materials, have been 
granted some relief by the Ministry of 
Public Health. Beginning June 1, im- 
ported drug products (when allowed 
to be imported) were granted price in- 
creases of up to 20 percent, while prod- 
ucts made locally were allowed in- 
creases of up to 10 percent. 


Exchange Rates 
Erratic 


The certificate exchange rate re- 
mained relatively stable in June. Since 


2 holidays fell on dollar auction days, 


only 6 auctions were held during the 
month, with a total of $21.1 million 
being offered. No clear rate trend was 
established or in the first two auctions 
in July. On June 3 and 20, the average 
auction rates reached 6.92 pesos to $1 
but each time dropped back in the fol- 
lowing auction to the 6.70 range. 


The free dollar market behaved even 
more erratically than the certificate 
market. By June 12, the free dollar 
had been driven down to 7.53, at which 
point it was equivalent to the certificate 
rate plus the 10 percent tax in free 
dollars. Banking sources attributed this 
rate drop to large free dollar income 
from contraband coffee shipments. To- 
ward the end of the month the free 
dollar began to rise, reaching 7.81 when 
the banks closed for the month on 
June 26, and going on to 8.09 on July 
7. This is the highest closing rate for 

(Continued on page 35) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Damage to Lebanon's Economy 
Multiplying in Present Crisis 


The current crisis in Lebanon has resulted in a general paralysis 


of economic life. 


Accumulation of problems in several sectors, notably banking, in- 
dustry, and trade, is posing an ever-increasing threat of serious damage 
to the economic system of the country, according to reports received 


from the U. S. Embassy in Beirut. 


Prior to the development of the cur- 
rent political and security crisis, the 
Lebanese economy had been character- 
ized by growing activity in commerce, 
banking, and industry, and by business 
planning for the absorption of heavy 
foreign capital inflow from neighboring 
oil-producing Arab States. The accele- 
rated expansion of trade and travel in 
the area had afforded the opportunity 
for a significant increase in national 
income derived from the variety of serv- 
ices rendered by Lebanese commercial 
and banking interests. The fact that high 
*Jevels of economic activity were achieved 
despite disturbed political and business 
conditions generally prevailing in sur- 
rounding Near East countries attests to 
the basic strength and overall resources 
of the Lebanese economic structure. 


Bank Deposits Decline 


Banks generally are facing increasing 
problems as a result of failure of clients 
to pay maturing obligations and to 
claim shipping documents in settlement 
of credits on goods arriving in the port 
of Beirut. Although there has been no 


general run on banks, persistent with- 
drawals of deposits in local currency 
have taken place. There is growing con- 
cern that, despite the cooperative atti- 
tude of most banks, many bank clients 
who are operating on narrow margins 
will not be able to sustain the prolonged 
trade interruption and losses. Bank de- 
posits continued their sharp decline, and 
capital flight continues. 


Business Failures Forecast 


Trade and commercial operations ap- 
pear to have settled into a pattern of 
trying to live with the unsettled condi- 
tions in meeting the essential needs of 
the people. With the exception of basic 
foodstuffs, such as flour and sugar, im- 
porters and wholesalers are consistently 
refusing to clear their goods which have 
arrived in the port. Most importers and 
agents of other goods are seeking to 
cancel or delay shipment of further or- 
ders from abroad. Business and bank- 
ing sources reportedly are of the opinion 
that many failures of individual busi- 
nesses can no longer be avoided, These 
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are likely to be deferred, however, un- 
til a period of readjustment after the 
crisis. 


Unskilled Labor Laid Off 


None of the larger industries have yet 
shut down completely, but many smaller 
establishments have simply closed their 
doors. Demand for products of local in- 
dustries has fallen to insignificant pro- 
portions, and few establishments are 
prepared financially to support any ma- 
jor additions to their inventories. Most 
of the larger plants have retained their 
skilled and semi-skilled workers on the 
payroll, but a heavy lay-off of unskilled 
workers has taken place. There is in- 
sufficient data to make a meaningful 
estimate on unemployment. However, 
industrial and Government sources es- 
timate that as many as 20,000 indus- 
trial workers—out of a total of 40,000— 
will have to be discharged in July if the 
situation does not improve. 

International highway transport re- 
mains virtually suspended. Domestical- 
ly, highway movement is greatly re- 
stricted except in regions where Gov- 
ernment military control appears 
strongest. 


An emergency shortage of grain sup- 
plies has also developed, due to crop 
losses resulting from extended drought 
conditions. In an effort to alleviate this 
situation, the United States Govern- 
ment, on June 24, authorized the ship- 
ment of 65,000 tons of wheat to Leb- 
anon. The grain is being supplied un- 
der the emergency provisions of Title 
II, Public Law 480, the Agricultural 
Trade Development and Assistance Act. 
—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 


Alltime High... 


(Continued from page 4) 
October 1957 de facto devaluation. It 
is now clear, however, that the full 
benefits anticipated from this measure 
did not materialize. Finance Minister 
Pinay has admitted publicly that favor- 
able effects which the devaluation might 
have produced on exports have been 
neutralized by price rises since August 
1957. 

On June 21, 1958, the Government 
formally legalized the August-October 
1957 de facto devaluation by designat- 
ing the effective rate of 420 francs to 
the dollar as the official rate. Previously 





—\|— 


the rate had been effected technically 
by a levy/premium system applied to 
the official rate of 350 francs to the 
dollar. Legalization implies stabilize. 
tion of the rate, which appears to be 
part of the program to restore conf. 
dence in the franc at the time when a 
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new Government loan is being issued, | The | 
Furthermore, the Finance Minister de. has pla 
nied press reports that the Government | cea 
was contemplating another devaluation, 
This assurance is particularly important tad ac 
since inflation and devaluation are | inthe! 
closely linked in the minds of many per. | 6, 1957. 
sons. The ¢ 
National Loan Subscription previou 
Totals 250 Billion Francs + (now 
Subscriptions to the new National ve | 
loan, launched on June 17 and concluded a for 
on July 12, were very encouraging; the to be § 
total subscription amounted to about can Cut 
$250 billion francs, of which a sizable transfe 
part was paid in gold. Essential fea. the Ba 
tures of the loan include: (1) the in. "agency. 
dexing of the capital repayments on 
the price of the gold napoleon in the At P 
Paris market; (2) the exemption of the bas ab 
interest payments from the income sur- ‘ing on 
tax and the exemption of the capital | to mal 
from gift and inheritance taxes; and | '™ for 
(3) the right to subscribe either jn | iltiall 
whole or in part with some outstanding | limits 
Government bond issues. , mop 
Repatriation of Foreign million 
Holdings Encouraged rities 
In addition to these steps, the Goy- "ae 
ernment is trying to encourage the . 
repatriation of undeclared capital held rit 
by French. nationals abroad by remoy- diffe 
ing several obstacles which have hither- ae 
to discouraged this operation from being of 2 
carried out legally. Under the provi- ; 
sions of the new regulations, published USs28 
on June 25, for an undefined period a ( 
temporary amnesty from fines and taxes a 
is granted for repatriation of holdings The 
which have been illegally constituted | "tes 
abroad. , with a 
Because of the country’s adverse ex- | Embas 











ternal accounts position, doubts have 
been expressed both in business circles Ac 
and in the press regarding France's | Inc 
ability to implement certain provisions | 
of the Common Market Treaty. Na Ayn 
recent statement the Finance Minister | inger 
confirmed that, due to its balance-ol- | paiq 
payments difficulties, France will prob | agricy 
ably be unable to meet its January ], | teped 
1959, Common Market obligations. eggs, 
Denm: 
U. S. exports of metals and man | For 
factures, except machinery and vehicles, | index 
in May rose from $131.5 million to | port 7 
$141.9 million, due to increases in & | price 
ports of refined copper and iron ore, the | by its 
Bureau of the Census reports. The 
India’s 1957-58 cotton crop is now | on 
estimated at 4,250,000 bales (500 pounds \ fon 4 
gross), the second largest crop sinc piled 
partition from Pakistan in 1947, the | ip 19 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. bassy 
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tim | Ghana Currency 
oe | Put in Circulation 


whe ? 
leanadt ‘The Government of Ghana officially 


ter de- | jas placed its own national currency in 
rnment | jireilation, effective July 14. Ghana 











uation, had achieved independent status with- 
portant ; ; ‘ 
nm are | in the British Commonwealth on March 
ny per- | 6, 1957. 

The currency replaces notes and coins 
| previously issued for the Gold Coast 
| (ow Ghana) by the West African Cur- 

? tency Board, a United Kingdom organ- 
‘ational yation headquartered in London. Back- 
ncluded for the new currency will continue 
ng; the | be sterling. The retired West Afri- 
} about | san currency will be used to effect the 
‘Sizable transfer of sterling to the account of 
lal fea-.| ye Bank of Ghana, the new issuing 
the in- j agency. 
mts At present the West African pound 
in the has about 110-percent backing in ster- 
1 of the ling assets, and the Government plans 
eS to maintain 100-percent sterling back- 
capital | ing for the Ghana currency, at least 
. and | initially. A Bank of Ghana ordinance 
rine on limits the fiduciary issue (the portion 
— | based upon Ghana Government securi- 

. tis) to £12 million, not more than £6 

million of which can be backed by secu- 
tities with maturities longer than 2 
years. 
he Gove The new currency, which will be at 
ge te | par with sterling, was issued in notes 
tall held | f £1,000, £5, £1, and 10 shillings with 
remo | adifferent size and design for each de- 
 hithet- | mination. Coins are in denominations 
m being | if 2 shillings, 1 shilling, 6 pence, 3 
bana pence, 1 penny, and halfpenny (£1= 
“ US$2.80, 1 shilling=US$0.14, 1 pence 
period & | (genny) = US$0.01167). 
holdings ‘The Bank of Ghana has on hand new 
stituted | Moles totaling £45 million and coins 
| with a face value of £10 million.—U. S. 
eres | Embassy, Accra. 
its have ( Y . 
5 cits | Agricultural Export Price 
France's 
Frame, | (index Issued by Denmark 
y. In@ A new index (Statistiske Efterrentn- 
— | inger No. 30, June 25) of export prices 


: paid for Denmark’s most important 
ill prob- ) agricultural exports—live and slaugh- 
nuary 1, | tered cattle, pork, butter, cheese and 


ons. eggs, has just been published by 
| Denmark’s Statistical Department. 

a mant \ For each of these commodities the 
vehicles, | index ig calculated on the average ex- 


illion © | port price of 1955 (1955—100). Average 
s in eX | price for each commodity is weighted 
ore, the | by its proportion of total export value. 
The index for April was 91, the same 
| 8 for March. In February of this year 


. fs now * 
reached 85 the lowest point 

whip for the period the index has been com- 

947, the | piled (from January 1955). The peak 

tt i 1957 was 103 in July.—U. S. Em- 

ae , Copenhagen. 
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German Dollar Area 


Quotas Amended 


A new quota for German im- 
ports from the dollar area of kraft 
liner and kraft cardboard has been 
announced by the Federal German 
Government, and the deadline for 
utilization of quotas for imports 
of tires and tubes was extended. 

Applications for licenses to im- 
port kraft liner and kraft card- 
board will be accepted until an 
unpublished quota limitation is 
reached but not after December 
31. Delivery terms may range up 
to 8 months; however, no reexpor- 
tation will be permitted. 

The deadline has been extended 
to December 31 for utilization of a 
previously established quota for 
imports of tires and tubes. Re- 
exportation will be permitted 
against payment in freely convert- 
ible currency.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 

Announcement of the original 
quota for tires and tubes appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 3, page 9. 











France Tightens Temporary 
Import Entry Regulations 


Machinery and other apparatus 
brought into France under the tempo- 
rary admission procedure for the pur- 
pose of trial or experimentation, may 
be admitted only if the importation has 
been previously approved by the Minis- 
try having competence over the product, 
according to a new regulation promul- 
gated on June 18. 

Under the regime of temporary 
admission, the product comes in under 
bond, without payment of duties and 
taxes, for a period normally of 6 months. 
This period, however, can be extended 
upon application. When the term is up, 
the product is either reexported or 
regularly entered. 

Under the preexisting regulation of 
April 27, 1946, temporary admissions 
without license in this category, inter- 
alia, merely involved the Customs Bu- 
reau in the fulfillment of customs for- 
malities, requiring in addition, only the 
filing of a declaration of importation 
for the information of the l’Office des 
Changes. 

This system had, in effect, provided a 
means for getting into the country 
machinery for which the interested 
importer had been unable to secure the 
necessary import license. Once the ma- 


Mexico Alters Certain 
Import, Export Duties 


Mexico has set new import tariff clas- 
sifications for paraffin and new import 
classifications with lower duties for 
certain piano parts. Import duties were 
raised on some other mineral waxes. 

New export duties were established 
for silver nitrate exported without au- 
thorization by the Bank of Mexico. 

‘ The tariff classifications affected, 
their new duties, specific in pesos per 
gross kilogram unless otherwise indi- 
cated, and percent ad valorem, with for- 


mer rates and explanatory notes shown 
in parentheses, are as follows: 


IMPORT TARIFF 


Effective July 1 


302.07.00. Crude and refined paraffin. (Clas- 
sification abolished). 

302.07.02. Crude paraffin, over 5 percent oil, 
generally of yellow color, identifiable by its 
melting point of up to 55° centigrade: 0.10 
peso and 15 percent. (Same rates; new clas- 
sification). 

302.07.03. Refined parafin, up to 5 percent 
oil, generally of white color, identifiable by 
its —s point of over 55° centigrade: 0.10 
peso and 15 percent (same rates; new classi- 
fication). 

302.07.99. Mineral waxes not elsewhere spec- 
ified: 0.05 peso and 15 percent (0.10 peso and 
15 percent). 

8$90.99.01. Specially shaped steel piotes used 
in making pianos, assembled with <7 
and pegs, even with wood parts inserted: 
0.15. peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent 
(0.65 peso and 25 percent; new classification). 

890.99.02. Wood sounding boards, shown by 
means of catalogs to be used in making pi- 
anos: 0.15 peso per legal kilogram and 5 per- 
cent (0.65 peso and 25 percent; new classifi- 
cation). 

890.99.08. Assembled keyboards, 
means of catalog to be used i 
anos: 0.15 peso per lega 
cent (0.65 peso and 
cation). 


shown by 
n making pi- 
1 kilogram and 5 per- 
percent; new classifi- 


EXPORT TARIFF 


Effective June 17 


500-16-00. \ Silver 
abolished). 

500-16-02. Silver nitrate exported with au- 
thorization from the Bank of Mexico: Ex- 
empt (new classification; no change in duty 
status). 

500-16-03. Silver nitrate exported without 
authorization from the Bank of Mexico: 25 
percent ad valorem (exempt; new classifica- 
tion). 


Diario Oficial, June 13 and 30, 1958. 


nitrate: (Classification 





chine was in, he could bide his time 
until a license was forthcoming, and at 
that time he could regularize the entry. 


Under the new system, the importer 
will be unable to obtain a temporary 
admission except with the prior ap- 
proval of the Ministry which advises 
l’'Office des Changes on the issuance of 
import licenses. 

The result of the new regulation is 
thus the closing of a loophole in the 
import control system.—U. S. Embassy, 
Paris. 
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Import Control List 
Of Mexico Changed 


Mexico has added some light bulbs, 
television picture tubes and their parts, 
and glycols except ethylene glycol, to 
the list of goods which may not be im- 
ported without a prior permit from the 
Ministry of Economy. 

New textile machinery and parts were 
excluded from the restrictions placed on 
these items, originally effective May 30. 

Import tariff classifications for addi- 
tions to the import control list, by ef- 
fective date, are as follows: 


Effective June 13 


735.01.00 Electric are lamps. 


735.01.01 Electric lamps, gas, mercury, or 
other electric system not elsewhere specified. 


735.01.06. Electric bulbs, incandescent, with 
filament, adjustable by means of 2 pins, 
weighing more than 120 grams but not more 
than 2 kilograms, identifiable by means of 
catalogues as exclusively for the cinemato- 
graphic or photographic industries. 


Effective June 23 

742.03.04. Television picture tubes, and their 
parts. 
Effective July 9 

6501.05.01. Diethylene glycol. 

5601.05.02. Triethylene glycol. 

5601.05.99. Glycols not elsewhere specified. 

Textile machinery and parts which 
were made subject to the prior import 
permit requirement on May 30 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 23, p. 6), 
were excepted from that requirement 
effective June 23, if they are new. The 
requirement now applies to used ma- 
chinery and parts only.—Diario Oficial 
of June 13, 23 and July 9. 





Paraguay Ups Import Prior 
Deposit on Some Textiles 


The Central Bank of Paraguay in- 
creased the rate of the prior deposit 
requirement on import of all grades of 
cotton textiles to 300 percent of the 
f. o. b. value by Act No. 95, Resolution 
No. 1 of June 11. 

Previsouly, only fine quality cotton 
textiles, along with those of other 
natural and synthetic fibers, were as- 
sessed a rate of 300 percent, and cotton 
textiles in general were assigned a prior 
deposit rate of 100 percent. 

Under this same act, the Central 
Bank raised to 300 percent the prior 
deposit requirement for the importation 
of all articles manufactured from cot- 
ton textiles. These include both wearing 
apparel and other items.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Asuncion. 





Japan’s 1958 wheat and barley crop 
is considerably smaller than the 1957 
harvest, according to preliminary fore- 
casts, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

The reduction is attributed to smaller 
acreage and reduced yields. 





Cuba and Japan Extend 
Trade Modus Vivendi 


The Trade Modus Vivendi be- 
tween Cuba and Japan has been 
extended to December 31 by an 
exchange of notes betwen the two 
countries, according to the local 
press. 

Provisions of the extension are 
identical to those in the original 
agreement (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Apr. 7, p. 9). 

The agreement was signed Feb- 
ruary 20 and expired June 30.— 
U. S. Embassy, Havana. 











No U. K. Duties Set 
For Butter Imports 


The British Government does not in- 
tend to impose anti-dumping duties now 
against butter imports although the but- 
ter market will be watched to see if 
further action is necessary, according 
to a recent announcement by the Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade. Such duties 
are unnecessary at present because 
Sweden, Finland, and Ireland have 
agreed to limit their butter exports to 
Britain. 

Finland and Sweden have established 
the date of May 20, 1958, as the begin- 
ning of the 12-month period in which 
they will limit butter exports to the 
United Kingdom to 75 percent of their 
average exports in 1936-38 or 1955-57, 
whichever is higher. 

The Irish Government expects its but- 
ter exports to Britain to decline from 
the recent high level, but consultations 
will be initiated if it appears that ex- 
ports in the 12 months from May, 20 
are likely to exceed the 1957 total. 


As imports from Argentina are ex- 
pected to be less than 75 percent of the 
1955-57 average, no action against them 
is necessary at present. 

Under these agreements, Sweden will 
be able to ship 8,500 tons of butter to 
the United Kingdom, and Finland, 7,500 
tons, in the year. ending May 19, 1959. 


Elastic Rubber Thread 
Made Duty-Free by Peru 


Elastic rubber thread for industrial 
uses in Peru has ben exempted from 
import duty by Supreme Resolution No. 
253 of June 21. 

Thus, tariff item No. 1104 is now in- 
cluded among the raw materials for 
Peru's textile industry entitled to the 
import duty exemption established by 
the Supreme Resolution of October 26, 
1956 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
3, 1956, p. 11).—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 





| 
Business Returning | 
To Normal in Iraq | 


Iraq commercial activity is returning | 
to normal and most shops are open, | 
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad reports, 

Banking restrictions on commercia] 
accounts limit personal withdrawals to 
300 Iraqi dinars, the equivalent of US. | 
$840, monthly. A temporary restriction | 
on foreign exchange is expected to be ) 
lifted soon. 

The Prime Minister on July 18 made | 
the following statement on the Govern. 
ment’s oil policy: “In view of the im. 
portance of oil to the international 
economy, the Government of the Traq 
Republic would like to declare ity 
eagerness to a continuance of oil pro. 
duction and its supply to markets where 
it sold because of its importance to the 
national wealth, national and interna. 
tional economic and industrial interests, 

“The Government respects its obli- 
gations toward groups concerned and 
has taken all necessary steps for pro | 
tection of oil wells, pumping stations, | 
pipelines, and all other installations | 
inside the territory of the Iraq Repub- 
lic. The Government will, at the same 
time, work for the protection of its 
higher national interest. 

“It hopes that those concerned will 
respond to this desire for continuance 
of this vital resource in the interest of 
both the national and_ international 
economy.”—U.S. Embassy, Baghdad, 











Dominicans Regulate Use, | 
Import of Bottles, Bags 


Rum, cognac, brandy, vinegar, beer, 
wine, soft drinks, liquors and _ other | 
alcoholic beverages produced or bottled 
in the Dominican Republic must be bot- 
tled in new, locally-produced bottles, 
according to Law No. 4931 enacted m 
June 4. Olive oil and capers bottled in 
the Dominican Republic are subject t 
the same regulations. 

Imported bottles already in the cout 
try may continue to be utilized fr 
the bottling of beer, wine, and 
drinks. Bottle imports which result 
from purchase orders made prior 
enactment of this law may also & 
utilized. 

Decree No. 3827 of June 6 provide 
that all milled or hulled rice p 
in the Dominican Republic must ® 
bagged in new, locally-produced bags | 

The new law also provides for price 
fixing of bags and bottles manufac 
in the country and for the importatio, 
under license, of bottles and bags wher 
ever the demand for these articles & 
ceeds the domestic production. —U, & 
Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo. ee | 

~ , 


Foreign Commerce Weell 








g2i. 


8 


 sSESSESaSs 4,38 


od « 


FREFSEP SESS So 


Cd 
8 


2. 
_® 


\ 


urning | 
» Open, | 
‘eports, 
mercial 

vals to | 
of US- | 
triction 
i to be 


eo 


8 made 
Govern- 
the im- 
national 
he Iraq 
are its 
oil pro- 
ts where 
e to the 
interna- 
nterests, 





its obli- 
ned and 
for pro | 


stations, 


tallations 


the same 
n of its 


| 
| 


rned will 
ntinuance 


iterest of 


rnational | 


ghdad, 


| 


e Use, | 
Bags | 


‘ 
gar, beet, | 
ind other | 
or bottled | 
ist be bot- | 


nacted on 
bottled in 
subject to 


the coul- 
tilized for 
and soft 
ich result 
» prior t 
y also be 


6 provides 


e p 
. must be 


uced bags 


; for price 

ynufac 4 

mporta 

bags whet 

articles & 

ion.—U. 
/ 


ce Weel 


d ed a | 
| 














e_ 


Netherlands. Lowers 
Bank Discount Rate 


The Netherlands Bank lowered all 
official interest rates by 0.5 percent on 
June 14. The discount rate is now 3.5 

nt, and the interest rate for ad- 
yances to banks and bill brokers 4 per- 
cent. 

This is the third reduction in the Cen- 
tral Bank rates this year from the peak 
reached in mid-August of 1957, when 
the discount rate was raised to 5 per- 
cent following the currency crisis which 
occurred at the time of the de facto 
devaluation of the-French franc. 


The Bank stated that the measure 
was taken in view of continued relaxa- 
tion of the money market. Volume of 
credit supplied by commercial banks in 
the period February through April of 
this year (latest available published 
figures) shows a drop of about 2.5 per- 
cent compared with the corresponding 
period of 1957, and a drop of more than 
§ percent compared with the peak peri- 
od of August through October of last 
year. 

Reduction of the Central Bank rate 
will lower the cost of bank credit for 
private business, as most bank credit 
contracts in the Netherlands include a 
provision which connects the interest 
rate of the credit to the discount rate 
of the Netherlands Bank. 


Money market circles have expected 
this move since the interest rates of 
short-term Treasury paper sold in the 
first weeks of June by the Ministry of 
Finance, and the Bank itself, were con- 
siderably lower than the prevailing dis- 
count rate.—U. S. Embassy, The Hague. 





Uruguayan Quotas Set 
For Essential Imports 


The Bank of the Republic of Uruguay 
on June 23 announced import quotas for 
essential commodities for the quarter 
July 1 through September 30, based on 
the emergency decree of November 28, 
1957, and subsequent amendments. 
_ Commerce Weekly, July 21, 
p. 7). 

Total quotas for all imports for the 
period amount to $33 million, compared 


with a total for the previous quarter of 
$47 million. 


Group A countries—those countries 
with which Uruguay has bilateral trade 
agreements—were allotted $20 million. 
Group A countries include Brazil, Bul- 
garia, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, 

, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Poland, 
Spain, Switzerland, U.S.S.R., and Yugo- 

All other countries, including the 
United States, were allotted $11 mil- 
lion. A large part of this amount will be 
used for fuel imports. The U.S.S.R., al- 
though included in Group A, was given 
aseparate quota of $2 million. The com- 


' duly 28, 1958 





Mexico Revises Free 
Zone Duty List 


Wooden baskets’ for packing 
vegetables have been removed 
from the list of goods subject to 
import duty in the Mexican free 
zones of Lower California and 
northwest Sonora, effective June 
13. 

These items and their lids fall 
within import tariff classifications 
621.01.02 and 621.01.05, along with 
wooden boxes.—Diario Oficial, 
June 13, 1958. 

References to the complete list 
of goods subject to duties in these 
free zones were published in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 23, 
page 7. 











Two L. A. Alimentary Code 
Chapters Near Completion 


The Spanish text of two additional 
chapters of the draft Latin American 
Alimentary Code have been received 
by the Department of Commerce: 

@ Chapter XIV. Spirituous Beverages: 
Distilled Alcoholic Beverages and Li- 
queurs. 


e Chapter XV Stimulant or Fruit 
Products: Cacao and Chocolate. 

These 2 chapters are being translated 
into English, as are the 13 preceding 
chapters. The complete code is to be 
considered by the Latin American Con- 
gress on Chemistry, scheduled to meet 
at Mexico City in 1959, and may later 
be adopted by the Latin American 
Republics——U. S. Embassy, EPuenos 
Airies. 


Earlier announcements of receipt of 


chapters of the code appeared in For-- 


eign Commerce Weekly of February 
18, 1957, page 7; April 8, 1957, page 9; 
October 14, 1957, page 8; November 18, 
1957, page 11; January 20, page 8; April 
14, page 7; July 21, page 9. 





Denmark and France Ratify 
Double Taxation Agreement 


An agreement between Denmark and 
France for the avoidance of double 
taxation, and for mutual assistance in 
regard to taxes on income and capital, 
took effect on April 30, when the instru- 
ments of ratification were exchanged in 
Copenhagen. 

The two countries had signed the 
agreement in Paris on February 8.— 
U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





paratively small size of the total quota 
reflects Uruguay’s determination to 
keep imports to a minimum.—U. S, Em- 
bassy, Montevideo. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Israel Raises Duties, 
Adds New Tariff Items 


Israel has established import duties 
on firewood and raw cotton waste. 
These items were formerly exempt from 
duty. 

The tariff descriptions applicable to 
adding machines and other calculating 
machines have been broadened to in- 
clude covers and parts. 


In addition, the description “motor 
vehicles” has been substituted in item 
No. 664 A for the phrase “vehicles, 
whether put in motion by human force 
or by motor.” 

New items added to the tariff sched- 
ule include sheets of cellophane and 
bookkeeping machines, whereas pre- 
fabricated houses were removed from 
the schedule. 


Israeli tariff items affected, with ad 
valorem duties in percent and specific 
duty in kilograms, with former rates 


(Continued on page $9) 





Peru Grants Temporary 
Jute Fiber Duty Exemption 


The Peruvian Government has author- 
ized a local manufacturer of jute prod- 
ucts to import a total of 1,000 metric 
tons of long jute fiber free of specific 
duty and of certain ad valorem sur- 
charges for 2 years. 


A Supreme Resolution of June 21 
grants this exemption from specific duty 
and from a portion of the unified im- 
port surcharges, including consular 
fees, equivalent to 7.667 percent. 

Such import will, however, be sub- 
ject to the remaining ad valorem sur- 
charges, which together amount to 8 
percent, assessable on the-c. i. f. price, 
as well as to the 2 percent tax on ocean 
freight costs——U. S. Embassy, Lima. 


U. K. Dollar Quotas Set 
On Fruits, Cheese, Honey 


A seasonal quota of $20 million f. o. b. 
is being established for British imports 
of fresh, dried, and canned fruit from 
all dollar countries, the British Board 
of Trade has announced. Further details 
as to quota period and allocation of 
amounts for the various kinds of fruit 
will be released later. 

The Board also announced that annual 
dollar quotas on cheese and honey from 
July 1 to June 30, 1959, will be: Cheese, 
$4.2 million, from the United States 
and Canada; honey, $224,000, from all 
dollar countries. 








U. S. exports of machinery and vehi- 
cles in May rose from $586.3 million to 
$632.8 million, according to Bureau of 
the Census reports. 
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Equipment Needed Abroad 





_Bids Invited for Cement, Steel 
Desks, Generators, Other Items 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 5. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Burma 


Passenger-cargo vessels, 3; steel hull; 
length, 92’; breadth, 19’4”; depth (top 
of deck to bottom of keel), 7'6”; twin 
screws, diesel powered; adequate spares 
for 3 years maintenance. . 

Cargo barges, 15, steel hull, length, 
80’; breadth, 20’; depth, 7'6”; capacity 
about 120 tons at 6’6” draft. 

Towing tugs, 2; steel; length overall 
65’; beam 16’6”, depth, 7'6”; draft 6’; 
single screw; diesel powered; spares 
adequate for 3 years maintenance. 

Bids invited until September 30 by 
the Chairman, Union of Burma Shipping 
Board, 10 Phayre Street, Rangoon. 

These vessels are ICA financed.*® 


El Salvador 


Executive type steel desks, 50, bid 
No. 155, bid deadline July 30; secre- 
tarial steel desks, 10, bid No. 170, Au- 
gust 7; and revenue stamps, 14.2 million, 
bid No. 158, and steel desks, 13, bid No. 
168, August 8. Bids invited by La Pro- 
veeduria General, San Salvador. Bid 
notice in Spanish.* 


Greece 


Transmitting tubes, 1,000, bid No. 
5272, bid deadline August 7; miscel- 
laneous electric supplies, bid No. 1258, 
August 12; and local battery telephone 
instruments, 2,000, bid No. 5275, Au- 
gust 14. Bids invited by Hellenic Tele- 
communication Organization (OTE), 
Athens, 

Electronic tubes, 758, bids invited un- 
til August 19 by National Broadcasting 
Institute, Athens. 

Generators, 28, continuous current; 8, 
750-watt 24-volt; 20, 650-watt 24-volt. 
Bids invited until August 12 by Greek 
State Railways (SEK), 12 b Poly- 
techniou Street, Athens. 

Slit lamps, 7, bid deadline August 14; 
tabulating cards, 8 million, manila, for 
I.B.M. electric accounting machines, 
and diathermy apparatus and equip- 
ment, 9, August 21. Bids invited by In- 


stitute of Social Insurance (IKA), 
Athens. 
Syringes and needles; bids invited 
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until August 19 by State Procurement 
Service, Athens, 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Ad- 


ministration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C.* 


Iran 


Iron sheets, pipes, and bars, 86 metric 
tons, bid deadline August 3, single copy 
of specifications and conditions avail- 
able.* Electric bulbs, 4,000, 25 x 24 
milimeters; 2,500 bulbs to be screw 
type, 1,500 bayonet-insertion type, all 
printed with mark of the Railway De- 
partment, bid deadline August 4; deposit 
of $145 and 2 samples to be submitted 
with bids. Batteries, 4,000, semidry, di- 
mensions 70 x 70 x 145 millimeters, 1.5 
volts, bid deadline August 16; bids to 
be submitted with Persian translation; 
either samples or illustrated catalogs 
required. Bids invited by the Iranian 
State Railways, Ministry of Roads and 
Communications, Tehran. 


Cast-iron and steel pipe, 654,720 lin- 
eal feet, various diameters, and power 
generators, 3, 450 kilowatts each, for 
Meshed water system; bids invited until 
August 23 by the Plan Organization, 
Tehran, through its consulting engi- 
neers, F. H. Kocks, K. G., Avenue Shah 
and Avenue Razi, Tehran. Bid docu- 
ments, including terms and specifica- 
tions, may be obtained from the 
consulting engineers at $40 for the pipe 
tender and $13.50 for the generators. — 

The pipe trade opportunity was re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 7, page 16. 


Pakistan 


Drilling machines, 5, _ electrically 
driven, % hp., with all fittings; weld- 
ing sets, 5, complete; and air compres- 
sors, 12, mounted, capacity 100 c.f.m., 
working pressure 80—100 p.s.i. complete 
including 30 hp. or over diesel engine 
and spares; bid deadline August 7. 
Generator sets, 3, capacity 50 kw., 
diesel powered with switch gear, bid 
deadline August 4. Bids invited by 
Government of Pakistan, Department 


es 


Powerplant Extension 
Planned in Karachi 


The Karachi Electric Supply Corp,, 
Ltd., invites bids until October 13 for 
the supply, delivery, and erection of 
mechanical and electrical equipment 
for a 60,000-kilowatt extension at its 
West Wharf powerplant. The project, 
partly financed through a loan by the 
International Bank of Reconstruction 
and Development, will include the {fo}. 
lowing: 

Two 30,000- to 33,000-kilowatt, 11,500. 
volt, 3-phase, 50-cycle, 5-extraction. 
point, 2” Hg absolute back pressure 
turbo-generators. 

Two 325,000-pound-per-hour steam 
generating units using natural gas as 
primary fuel and No. 5 fuel oil ag 
standby. Superheated outlet conditions 
will be p.s.i.g. pressure and 910° F. total 
temperature. 

All auxiliary equipment and materia] 
to provide a complete power station 
ready for operation. 

Sealed bids should be submitted to 
the Kuljian Corp., 1200 North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa., consulting 
engineers for the project, with a copy 
bid going to the Office of the Managing 
Director (Agents), Karachi Electric 
Supply Corp., Ltd., Spencers Building, 
McLeod Road, Karachi, Pakistan, 

Bid documents may be obtained from 
the Kuljian Corp., and prospective bid- 
ders may review the plans and specifi- 
cations in the office of the corporation. 





of Supply and Development, Chittan- 
gong.* 


Union of South Africa 


Micanite commuter sheet, 4,00 
pounds, 36” x 24” x 0.025” thick, and 
micanite flexible sheet, 2,000 pounds, 
40” x 40” x 0.020” thick, tender No. 
C. 3025; and U.G.A. coaxial cable, 4,000 
feet, tender No. C. 3052; bid deadline 
August 6. U.G.A. coaxial cable, 98,220 
feet, tender No. C. 6946; and overhead 


electric traveling crane, 1, 20-ton main, | 


5-ton auxiliary, tender No. C. 7321; bid 
deadline August 8. 

Insulation tape, 7,100 rolls, tender 
No. C. 3082, bid deadline August 13. 
Telegraph line material, tender No. C 
7308; electrical cable, 3,600 feet, tender 
No. C. 7342; telephones, 760, tender No. 
C. 7359; and mobile radio telephone 
equipment, 43, tender No. C. 7401; bid 
deadline August 15. 

Bids invited by South African Rail 
ways and Harbors (SARAH), Chief 
Stores Superintendent, P. O. Box 861%, 
Johannesburg. Copies of tenders may be 
obtained from that authority.* 


United Arab Republic 


Buses, 40, diesel, each about 5 tons 
payload, to accommodate 60 to 65 pas 
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rs; bids inwited until August 2 by 
the General Manager, Alexandria Region 
public Transport Administration, 23 
Midan Saad Zaghloul, Alexandria, 
Egypt. 

Cadmium copper wire, 660,000 pounds, 
49 and 70 pounds/mile; bids invited 
yntil August 5 by the General Manager, 
Egyptian Telegraphs and Telephones 
Administration, Ramses Street, Cairo, 


Egypt. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
t established in Egypt and be ac- 

companied by a provisional deposit of 

two percent of the value of the con- 

tract.* 


Uruguay 
Nitrate of ammonia, 22,000 pounds, 
granulated, fertilizer type, for ex- 


ive use, bid No. 3671; bids invited 
until August 15 by the Administration 
Nacional de Combustibles, Alcohol, y 
Portland (A.N.C.A.P.), Montevideo. 

One 500-milliampere, 125-kilovolt gen- 
erator complete with equipment nec- 
essary for examination of digestive 
tract; and one 1,000-milliampere, 150- 
to 125-kilovolt generator with general 
radiological table fitted with apparatus 
necessary for examination of vascular 
systems. Bids invited until August 26 
by the Ministry of Public Health, 
Montevideo. Bid No. 1146. 

Only firms or individuals established 
in Uruguay may participate in public 
bids. Others should enter bids through 
their Uruguayan agent or representa- 
tive. Bid notice in Spanish.* 


Viet Nam 


Cement, 40 metric tons, high early 
Portland, bid No. 374; bids invited until 
July 30 (may be extended) by the 
Government Purchasing and Warehouse 
Authority, Saigon. 

Bid forms and specifications may be 
obtained from Embassy of Viet Nam, 
251 R Street N.W., Washington, D. C. 


Iran Asks Bids on Central 
Telephone Switchboard 


The Ministry of Education, Tehran, 
invites bids until August 12 for a central 
telephone switchboard to accomodate 
200 lines with a possibility of expan- 
sion to 1,000 lines. The supply of 200 
desk telephones, as well as all equip- 
ment for installation and maintenance, 
is to be included in the bid. 

The successful bidder or his repre- 
sentative must call at the Procurement 
Department of the Ministry immediately 
upon notification and will be requested 
to have on hand technical experts to 
assist the Ministry in the installation 
work, 

A copy of the specifications and condi- 
of bidding is available on loan 
the Trade Development Division, 


au of Foreign Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C, 





July 28, 1958 


Ten Supermarkets 
Planned in Belgrade 


Approval for construction of 10 ad- 
ditional supermarkets in Belgrade for 
which American equipment will be re- 
quired has been announced by the Fed- 


eral Executive Council of VRACAR, 
wholesale food distributor. 


Yugoslavia’s first large self-service 
store was opened on April 28, as a 
result of the supermarket displayed by 
the United States at the Zagreb Fair 
in September 1957. 


The self-service and convenience of 
having all food iterns in one place, 
rather than in various specialized stores 
aroused a great deal of interest in 
Yugoslavia and planning is now under 
way to construct supermarkets in the 
larger cities throughout the country. 


Equipment for the exhibit supermar- 
ket was purchased by the VRACAR 
enterprise. Installation and display ar- 
rangements were made with technical 
assistance of an American food chain 
and the National Association of Food 
Chains. 


The public supermarket is located in 
the heart of Belgrade, in a new mod- 
ern building and covers an area of 
1,200 square meters; initial cost, ap- 
proximately $333,000. 

Items on display in the store include 
fresh meats, fresh vegetables and fruit, 
dairy products, frozen fruits, beverages, 
and a wide range of attractively pack- 
aged standard food items. Also a “non- 
foods” section contains a large selec- 
tion of household equipment which con- 
forms to Yugoslav standards of living. 


, The importance of the new merchan- 
dising outlet was emphasized by the 
ceremonial opening of the store in which 
many Belgrade officials as well as the 
U. S. Ambasador in Belgrade, the Direc- 
tor of the International Cooperation 
Administration (ICA), and the Amer- 
ican experts who assembled the equip- 
ment of the store participated. 

Interested suppliers of this type of 
equipment are invited to correspond 
with JUGOELEKTRO, Knez Mihailova 
33, Belgrade, for further details. 


India Extends Bid Date 


For Communication Sets 


The deadline for submitting bids for 
frequency modulated simplex fixed/mo- 
bile VHF communication sets, tender 
No. SE-2, has been extended to August 
20 by the India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


This ‘trade lead was reported in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 16, 1958, 
page 12, and its bid deadline extension 
from July~21 to August 8 was an- 
nounced in the July 7 issue, page 16. 
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Austrian Firms Want To 
Make Parts on Order 


The following firms have indicated an 
interest in manufacturing parts and ac- 
cessories on order from American firms, 
the Austrian Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce has reported: 


I. Braun’s Soehne, 74-76 Gmundner- 
strasse, Voecklabruck, Upper Austria; 
files, rasps, pipe cutters, tools . 

Graetz A. G., 8 Lindauerstrasse, Bre- 
genz; cutting and punching tools, form- 
turned parts, bit braces, electric kitchen 
appliances. 

Genossenschaft der Buechsenmacher- 
meister reg. Ges..m.b.H., 6 Waagplatz, 
Ferla ch, Carinthia; all types of shot- 
guns and sports weapons, and parts. 

Maschinenfabrik Heid A. G., 6 Mahler- 
strasse, Vienna I; machine tools (preci- 
sion lathes), electromagnetic clutches, 
reversing gears, grain cleaning and sort- 
ing machinery, silo and warehouse 
equipment. 

Hettwer & Co., K. G., Micheldorf, Up- 
per Austria; textile machinery and 
parts (upper frames and other machine 
parts for cylinder printing machines, 
firehouse weaving looms, etc.). 

Kolbenkraus K. G., 2 Stammgasse, 
Vienna III; pistons, piston rings, gudg- 
eon, pins, nonferrous metal cylinder 
heads, various cast motor vehicle parts, 
cylinder liners for automobiles, motor- 
cycles, and compressors. 

Koenig Kommanditgesellschaft; Rank- 
weil, Vorarlberg; nonferrous metal pis- 
tons and piston rings for the automotive 
vehicle industry. 

Linzer Glashuette, Worf & Co. KG, 51 
Kapuzinerstrasse, Linz; white glass 
rods, fire-polished lenses, sunglass 
lenses, and optical glass rough mould- 
ings. 

Dipl. Ing. Karl Loysch, Melk/Pielach, 
Lower Austria; electric heating appli- 
ances and parts. 

Luko Pumpen - Motoren - Maschinen - 
Fabrik, Ing. Ludwig Kozeschnik, 20 
Krausegasse, Vienna XI; pumps of all 
types and parts. é 

Mannesmann-Trauzl A. G. Wien, 38- 
40 Scheydgasse, Vienna XXI; heavy 
drilling and production equipment for 
the petroleum industry, machinery and 
parts to all specifications. 

Motorenwerk Franz Mitterbauer, 142 
Laakirchen, Upper Austria; lead-bronze 
bearings for internal combustion en- 
gines and industrial purposes. 

DKfm. Albert Pfeiler, 45 Wattgasse, 
Vienna XVI; driving axles for agricul- 
tural vehicles, gear mechanisms, framed 
crosscut saws. 

Pini & Kay, 17 Rueckertgasse, Vienna 
XVI; lathes, spring hammers, drilling 
machines, sawmill machinery. 

Ing. Emil Schauer, 1 Flotowgasse, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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NATO Construction 
In Norway Planned 


Two projects in Norway have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the inter- 
national bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 


The first project, estimated to cost 
a total of $291,200, calls for construc- 
tion of two Naval broadcasting stations. 
Included in the work are three rein- 
forced concrete buildings comprising a 
total area of 715 square meters, a 150- 
foot antenna steel structure mast, other 
self-supporting steel structure masts, 
and steel] tube masts. 


The second project calls for supply 
and installation of 14 overhead travel- 
ing cranes and hoisting equipment. Span 
of the cranes varies from 12 to 18 meters 
and capacities from 2 to 5 tons, maxi- 
mum 30 tons. 

Firms interested in bidding on these 
projeets should signify their interest by 
August 1 to Forsvarets Anleggdirektorat 
(FAD), Parkvien 68, Oslo. Applications 
to bid should clearly indicate the proj- 
ect of interest and contain information 
on the applicant’s qualifications as well 


as a resume of his legal and financial: 


status. Tender documents will be for- 
warded to qualified bidders about 
August 1. Bid deadline for the broad- 
casting stations is August 30 and for 
the cranes about September 15. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram available from that Division. 





Austrian Firms ... 
(Continued from page 11) 


Vienna XIX; electric clocks, master 
clocks, precision instruments. 
Rudolf Schmidt, Armaturen- und 


Gusswerk, Poitschach b. Feldkirchen, 
Carinthia; valves and cocks. 

Waagner-Biro Aktiengesellschaft, 70 
Margaretenstrasse, Vienna V; steel 
bridges, steel structures, cranes and 
mechanical equipment, hydraulic steel 
structures, apparatus and storage tank 
construction, pipelines, boilers, heavy 
plate work, furnace equipment, dust- 
collection gas-cleaning and cooling 
plants, grey castings, steel castings, spe- 
cial castings. 

Ybbstaler Maschinenbau Zoidl & Mer- 
kinger, Neumarkt/Ybbs, Lower Austria; 
agricultural machinery and parts. 

Interested firms should communicate 
with foreign suppliers direct. 





U. 8. exports of textile fibers and 
manufactures in May fell from $138.1 
million to $131.9 million, the Bureau of 
the Census reports. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 


the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Requests 
for loan material should include the 
commodity as well as the foreign firm's 
name and address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Maison N. Barriasson & Cie. (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), 31 rue de 
Segonzac, Cognac, Charente, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
in New York and vicinity, as well as in 
the southern and western parts of the 
United States, large quantities of good 
current to highest quality cognac and 
other French brandies in glass bottles; 
also in wooden casks. 


Establissements Georges Courant & ses 
Enfants (producer, wholesaler, export- 
er), 17 rue Perat, Cognac, Charente, 
wishes to export preferably direct but 
will consider through agent large quan- 
tities of very good quality cognac in 
glass bottles as well as in wooden 
casks; also an aperitif of excellent qual- 
ity known as Pineau des Charentes, a 
fortified wine obtained by mixing fresh 
grape juice to cognac with acloholic 
strength from 36° to 44° proof; also 
liqueurs de luxe. Pricelist available.* 


Comandon & Co. (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Boite Postale No. 14, 
Jarnac, Charente, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of very good to highest quality cognac 
and pure grape brandy, in glass bottles 
of 75 centiliters each and also in wooden 
casks of 250 to 300 liters each. 

A. Droz & Co. S.A. (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 10 rue Albert-de-Mun, 
Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to export di- 
rect or through regional agents except 
in Maryland and Illinois where already 
represented, large quantities of very 
good quality Hqueurs under the trade 
name Droz, such as Cacao Chouva, etc.; 





—— 


also alcoholic syrups ‘and spirituous 
liquors. 


Bicycle Pumps 


- Italy 


Trafiltubi (manufacturer), Via Gran 
Sasso 30, Milan, wishes to export direct 
or through agent bicycle pumps. Sample 
available.* 


Cutting-Tool Bits 


Italy 

Metalloceramica Vanzetti (manufac. 
turer of hard metals for tools, also tools 
and dies), Via Orovia 4, Milan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent in. 
serted bits for cutting tools. Illustrated 
and descriptive leaflet and pricelist jpn 
Italian available.* 


Doll Parts 


France 

Establissements Anta (M. Marand- 
jian) (manufacturer of accessories such 
as the “mama” sound and related arti- 
cles for doll manufacturers),. 109 rue 
Mathieu, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to 
export direct to doll manufacturers 
good-quality “mama” sound boxes of 
hard plastic, with pistons, 40 mm, in 
height and 34 mm. and 45 mm. in di- 
ameter—reportedly made by hand by 
artisan workers, Samples available.* 


Foodstuffs 
Colombia 


Willy Draps (growers of nursery 
plants, including cactus, cyclamen, palms, 
orchids, and curuba—passion fruit; 
wholesaler and exporter of passion 
fruits), Jardin Silvia, Cajica, Cundinam- 
arca, wishes to export direct 20,000 gal, 
annually of juice of the Colombian vari- 
ety of passion fruit known locally as 
curuba. Will be ready for delivery by 
September. Price information available.* 


Denmark 

The Scandinavian Group Products 
(manufacturer, -exporter), 12-16 Prin- 
sesse Maries Alle, Copenhagen V, wishes 
to export preferably through importing 
distributor 5 to 10 tons per order of 
processed cheese spread with shrimp, 
ham, tomato, or Danablue flavor, in 
golden aluminum foil cups of 3% and 
2% oz.—45- to 50% and 70%-fat con- 
tent—12 aluminum foil cups in a display 
box, 4 display boxes in export carton, 


Italy 

Fratta & Caprioli (exporter and 
wholesaler of dried fruit, cherries in 
brine, and canned tomatoes), Via M. 
Zannotti 20, Naples, wishes to export 
direct canned peeled tomatoes and con- 
centrated tomato paste; also shelled and 
unshelled walnuts and filberts. 

Industrie Alimentari Witt (manufac 
turer), Via G. Modena 37, Milan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent Italian 
dehydrated soup cubes. 


Goatskin Gourds 


France 
Francois Sampietro ( manufacturer), 
Bourg-Madame, Pyrenees-Orien 
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| wishes to export direct or through agent 
» 9) monthly of goatskin gourds—capac- 
ity 1 to 2 liters, Sample available.* 


Hondicraft 

elgium 

| pirkass S.C.P.R.L. (import-export 
| merchant), 69 Avenue Louis Lepoutre, 
prssels, wishes to export direct or 
| seough agent Congo and Oriental 


jandicraft articles. 


- India 
| tnited Commercial Co. (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 3/2 Madan 
st, Calcutta 13, wishes to export direct 
ot through agent leather and grass mat 
povelties, including ladies’ handbags, 
wallets, tie cases, portfolios, shopping 
bags, etc. 
Mexico 

La Industria Nacional (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Juarez No. 26, 
Tequisquiapan, Queretaro, wishes to ex- 
port direct approximately $1,600 month- 
ly of baskets and figures made of twigs 


or palm leaf, 
Handtools 





Denmark 


Scandinavian Tool Works (manufac- 


| turer, exporter), 334 Buddinge Hoved- 


gade, Copenhagen-Soeborg, wishes to 
export direct or through agent hand- 
tools for the plastics industries, 


Germany 
Klaus A. Becker (manufacturer, whole- 


| saler, exporter), 98 Nordstrasse, Rem- 


scheid, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of hobbyists’ tools, including 
files, shoe,.round, and drill rasps, and 
tool cards. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflet available.* 


' Hides and Skins 


on 


~ 





France 

Etablissements Joseph Breit (commis- 
sion and export merchants), 20 avenue 
de Lavain, Granlbet, Tarn, wishes to 
export direct kidskins and natural, 
beige, and gray tanned sheepskins for 
shoes, handbags, and shoe linings. 


Instruments, Electronic 


Netherlands 

Peekel Laboratorium voor Electronica 
N.Y. (importer, manufacturer, exporter 
of electronic measuring instruments), 
1 Alblasstraat, Rotterdam, wishes to 
export direct or through agent strain- 
gage Measuring instruments, sound spec- 
trometers, audiometers, and other elec- 


tronic measuring instruments. Catalog 
available,* 


leather 
Germany 
G. Moehlenbeck & Co., Lederfabrik 


(importer of cattle hides and tanning 


materials; manufacturer, exporter of 


| Upholstery leather for automobiles and 


furniture), 193 Duesseldorfer Strasse, 
Muelheim-Ruhr-Saarn, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quantities 
of upholstery leather for automobiles 
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World Trade Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports © 
on private foreign firms or indi- © 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of = 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., = 
: for $1 each. The reports also may = 
' be obtained through the Depart- = 
_ ment’s Field Offices. : 
- Requests for these’ reports | 
: should include the names and ad- 





























The information given in a 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size { 
: of business, capital, sales volume, * 
| trade and financial reputation, and © 
_ other pertinent business informa- : 
- tion. 
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and furniture—whole hides of 5 to 7% 
square meters in size. Sample avail- 
able.* 


Machinery 

Denmark 

Rutzow & Olsen (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 24 Apollovej, 


Copenhagen/Vanlose, wishes to export 
direct or through agent milling ma- 
chines—machines for precision tools and 
for engravings in steel—50 machines of 
each category annually. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflets with price informa- 
tion available.* 


Germany 
MAE, Maschinen- u. Appartebau- 
GmbH (manufacturer, exporter), 9 


Steinhof, Erkrath, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent oil hydraulic 
presses, available as table or column 
models and in various types and designs, 
for all types of presswork on steel, iron, 
non-ferrous metals, paper, leather, 
glass, plastics, porcelain, textiles, foils, 
chemicals, pharmaceutics, minerals, 
woods, etc., and reportedly an ideal ma- 
chine for embossing, punching, pressing, 
squeezing, drawing, broaching, straight- 
ening, bending, riveting, cutting, break- 
ing, joining, calibrating, etc. Illustrated 
and descriptive leaflets and pricelist 
available.* 


Machine Tools 


Germany 

Walter Knorr (exporter and whole- 
saler of machine knives and circular 
knives), 32 Schuettendelle, Remscheid, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 





large quantities of machine knives and 
circular knives for all branches of in- 
dustry. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
lets available.* 


Medical Equipment 


Denmark 

Infra-Vital v/Waldemar Hakonsson 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
heating recumbent cabinets for medi- 
cal purposes), 11 Peder Skramsgade, 
Copenhagen K., wishes to offer to an 
American firm exclusive selling rights 
for the United States on an improved 
heating recumbent cabinet for medical 
purposes. The cabinet reportedly is cov- 
ered by a U. S. patent issued in 1954. 
Additional descriptive details available.* 


Metal Goods 


Italy 

Giovanni Riva (manufacturer of metal 
parts for furniture and household metal 
fixtures), Via Giovanni da Cermenate 
41, Cantu (Como), wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent brass and cast- 
iron legs for tables; also bases for cock- 
tail tables—for furniture of modern 
design. 


Razor Blades 


Denmark 

The Scandinavian Razor Blade Co. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
12-16 Prinsesse Maries Alle, Copenha- 
gen V, wishes to export preferably 
through an importing distributor large 
quantities of stainless steel razor blades 
in dispensers of 5 and 10 blades, 0.10 
mm. in thickness; also lacquered razor 
blades 0.08, 0.10, and 0.13 mm. in thick- 
ness, in sales cartons of 100 blades— 
made of finest Swedish chrome steel. 


Scissors 


Brazil 

Zuckermann & Cia., Ltda. (export 
merchant), Caixa Postal 894 or Rua 
Vigario Jose Inacio 216, Porto Alegre, 
Rio Grande do Sul, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 2,000 doz. 
monthly of scissors for domestic and 
tailors’ use, reportedly inexpensive and 
made of special cast iron. 


Skins and Leather 


France 

Les Tanneries de Sireuil, S.A. (tan- 
nery specializing in finished leathers; 
exporter of skins and leather; importer 
of raw hides and skins), Sireuil, Char- 
ente, wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents in southern, western, 
and mid-western United States large 
quantities of very good quality prepared 
skins and leather in black and colors, 
varnished oil tannage (calf, colt, and 
cow) for boot and shoe uppers; also 
leather for the -manufacture of gloves, 
clothing, and leather goods. Samples 
and pricelist available.* 


Sporting Goods 
Italy 


Le Armerie Italiané dei F.11i Gamba 
(manufacturer), Via Valle Inzino, Gar- 
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done V.T. (Brescia), wishes to export 
direct hunting guns and rifles of 12, 16, 
and 20 gage, chromeplated steel barrel 
27%2” in length, with special patented 
action, selected walnut stock either 
straight, pistol grip, or half-pistol grip. 
Additional details in illustrated and de- 
scriptive brochure and pricelist avail- 
able.* 


Textiles 
Belgium 

Pirkass S.C.P.R.L.  (import-export 
merchant}, 69 Avenue Louis Lepoutre, 
Brussels, wishes to export direct or 
through agent printed fabrics in exotic 
designs. 
India 

The Commonwealth Trust, Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Post Box No. 5, 
Kozhikode 1, Kerala State, wishes to ex- 
port direct large quantities of cotton 
handloom textiles, including curtain 
materials, bedspreads, household linens, 
dress materials, cotton rugs, etc. 


Italy 

Tessilcasa S.r.]. (manufacturer), Via 
F. Sforza 14, Milan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent printed uphol- 
stery fabrics. 

Texital (manufacturer), Via Cortin- 
ovis 7/9, Ranica (Bergamo), wishes to 
export direct or Wfrough agent wool, 
cotton, and synthetic handmade fabrics. 


Textile Supplies 


France 

P,. Chenel & Cie (manufacturer), 68 
Grand’ rue Cavaillon (Vaucluse), wishes 
to export direct or through agent tex- 
tile teasels of first quality for carding 
wool fabrics, blankets, and industrial 
felts—annual capacity 200 metric tons 
of stern teasels and cut teasels; could 
be increased to 300 tons. 


Italy 

A. Jametti & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of accessories for textile machin- 
ery), Via G. Marconi 16, Somma Lom- 
bardo (Varese), wishes to export direct 
or through agent beams, bobbins, and 
cones for looms. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet in Italian available.* 


Tobacco 


Greece 

Nikos M. Matakis (exporter), Rue 
Aristotelous 7, Salonika, wishes to ex- 
port preferably direct but will consider 
through agent 100,000 kg., 1956 crop, 
Basma-type tobacco from Sedlitsa area 
of Western Macedonia; also available 
100,000 kilograms of Samsun tobacco 
of Katerini. Additional details regard- 
ing grades available.* 


Wearing Apparel 


France 

E. Therin & Fils (Anciens Establis- 
sements Blancq-Junquet) manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Mirepeix, pres 
Nay, Basses-Pyrenees, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quantities 
of good-quality woolen basque berets, 
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Panama To Construct 


260-Bed Hospital 


Construction of a 9-floor, 260- 
bed, $2-million hospital by the 
Caja de Seguro Social (Social Se- 
curity Bank) on a site opposite 
the Sehool of Medicine, University 
of Panama, reportedly is to be 
started in October. 

Plans and specifications for this 
project are expected to be com- 
pleted by the end of August and 
bids for the construction and sup- 
ply of equipment will be called 
immediately thereafter. 











and other fancy berets or caps; also 
“basque foulards” (scarves). 
italy 

Scotti & Barani, §.r.J. (manufacturer, 
exporter of angora wool yarn for hand- 
knitting and textile industries, men’s 
and ladies’ woolen apparel), Pieve del 
Cairo (Pavia Province), wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent angora 
wool knitwear, including berets, sweat- 
ers, and scarves. Samples available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Animals, Birds, and Reptiles 


Germany 

H, J. Gusdorf (importer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 11 Gdlkhauserstrasse, Lan- 
genfeld/Rhld., wishes to purchase direct 
well domesticated animals, such as 
mammals, birds, and reptiles, particu- 
larly American quails and similar birds 
bred on United States farms. 


Building Materials 


Panama 

Avance, S.A. (book store), Calle 12 
Este No. 5-31, Box No. 915, Panama, 
wishes to purchase direct construction 
materiaJs and to obtain exclusive agency 
for the same. Firm wishes catalogs, de- 
scriptive literature, pricelists, etc., as 
soon as possible. 


Chemicals 


Italy 

Unione Consumatori Anidride Solfo- 
rosa (importing distributor, wholesaler), 
4 Via De Piatti, Milan, wishes to pur- 
chase direct sulfur dioxide, 


Netherlands 

N. V. Lithos, Associatie voor Overzee- 
handel (importing distributor), 3 Em- 
mapark, The Hague, wishes to purchase 
direct normal and secondary grade of 
butyl aleohol, unground natural phos- 
phates, aliphatic and aromatic esters 
and terpenes. 


Pakistan 

Moosa Siddique & Bros. (commission 
merchant, broker), 295 Banshghatta, 
Khatunganj, Chittagong, wishes to pur- 
chase chemicals. 





Drugs 
Italy 
Prodotti Chemioterapici Naziona} 


(Prochena) (manufacturer of pharma- 
ceuticals and medical specialties), 29 
Via Massimo d’Azeglio, Parma, Wishes 


to import antifilu, antirheumatic, ant. | 


asthmatic, and diuretic drugs. 


Foodstuffs 
Germany 


Ed. Messmer (tea merchant), 175 
179 Hanauerlandstrasse, Frankfurt am 
Main, wishes to purchase direct hest 


quality fruit. juices, and fruit-juice cop. | 


centrates from U. S. manufacturer, and 
obtain sole agency for West Ge y, 
either under the trademark of the man- 
ufacturer or ‘Messmer’ which re. 
portedly .is well known in Germany, 
Distribution would be made by means 
of firm's sales organization to food 
wholesalers and retailers in West Ger. 
many. 

Via Nahrungs- und  Genussmittel 
Agentur Zerressen Plum OHG. (im. 
porter, wholesaler), 4a Wilhelmstrasse, 
Viersen, wishes to purchase direct and 
act as selling agent for U. S. producers 
of dried apples, apricots, peaches, pears, 
and prunes—approximately 12 metric 
tons each; currants and raisins, approx- 
imately 26 metric tons each; and sul- 
tanas, approximately 13 metric tons. 
Offers requested for choice and extra 
choice. 


lraq . 

The Australian Dairy Co. (grocery 
retailer of canned and packaged foods; 
wholesaler of soap, 
drinks; owner of creamery), Faisaliya 


’ $t., Kirkuk, wishes to purchase direct 


canned and packaged foods. Fim 
wishes catalogs and other sales liter- 
ature. 


Industrial Machinery 


India 

The Britannia Engineering Co., Ltd 
(importer of raw materials and machin 
ery required for the manufacture of 
articles produced; manufacturer of jute 
and tea machinery, railway wagons and 
coaching underframes, road rollers, rail- 
way signaling equipment, and other 
wagon components), McLeod House, 3 
Netaji Subhas Rd., Calcutta, wishes to 
purchase direct machine tools and work- 
shop machinery. List available.* 

The National Iron and Steel Co, Ltd. 
(importer; manufacturer of steel bars, 
rods, flats, rounds, etc.), Stephen House, 
4 Dalhousie Square, Calcutta, wishes t 
purchase direct for firm’s use bolt and 
nut forging machines with accessories, 
from %-inch to 1% inches, and aly 
length, with a production capacity of 
750/1,000 tons a year. 

Mexico ’ 

Sr. Enrique Menendez T. (importer), 
9a. y Alatorre, Colonia Pitic, Hermosil 
lo, Aptdo. 606, Sonora, wishes to pur 
chase machinery for firm’s use, dirett 
from the factory, for the manufacture 
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of nails and screws. Descriptive liter- 
ature and pricelists desired as soon as 
possible. 


Landing Craft 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of 


K. B. Davies & Co., (Pvt.) Ltd. (im- 
porter), P. O. Box 1535, Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, wishes to purchase 
jlanding craft capable of carrying a 45- 
ton load; the largest single piece would 
be a crawler-type tractor with its bull- 
dozer blade; the craft should draw 
something less than 3 feet of water 
ynder total load condition. This craft 
is to be used for moving equipment to 
remote areas surrounding the Zambesi 
River for bush clearing. Firm states 
some areas are pratically inaccessible 
by road, and transportation by water 
is desirable. 


Mining Equipment 
Pakistan 

Pak Mine Jewellers Co. (mine owners 
and exporters), 1/F 5-3, Nazimabad 1, 
Karachi 18, wishes to purchase mining 
equipment for excavating quartz crys- 
tals and sapphire, including testing ap- 
pliances and excavating equipment; 
and cutting, shaping, and polishing ma- 
ehinery for precious stones. 


Office Supplies 
Panama 

Avance, S.A. (book store; importer, 
retailer of books, office, and school sup- 
plies), Calle 12 Este No. 5-31, Box No. 
915, Panama, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain exclusive agency for office 
and school supplies. Catalogs, descrip- 
tive literature, pricelists, etc., desired 
as soon as possible. f 


Raw Materials 
Switzerland 


Geiges & Co. (importer), P. O. Box 
Hauptbahnhof, Zurich, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and/or obtain agency from 
U. S. producers of raw materials for 
the chemical and plastic industry and 
paper industry. 


Refrigeration Equipment 
Union of South Africa 

Cold-Air Installations (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer, retailer), 215 Bloed St., 
P. O. Box 324, Pretoria, wishes to pur- 
chase mobile refrigeration equipment 
which can be installed into insulated 
trucks and freight cars. 


Rubber Hose 
Germany 
D, Gruemer KG. (wholesaler, export- 


er), 4-6 Clemensstrasse, Bochum, wishes 
to purchase direct high pressure rubber 
hose, 


Steel Products 
Germany 


P. W. Lenzen GmbH (manufacturer 
of hot rolled strip), 101-107 Ocger- 
strasse, Hohenlim burg-Westf., wishes 
to purchase direct hot rolled strip, 400- 
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600 mm. width, approximately 2 mm, 
thickness, 10,000-20,000 metric tons. 


Textiles 
Canada 


Percy A. McDonell Reg’d. (manufac- 
turer’s agent; also retail sales distribu- 
tor), 5025 Prince of Wales Ave., Mon- 
treal, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for textiles, including cot- 
ton, rayon, silk, piece goods, and dress 
laces. 

Pakistan 


S. Nazirhussain Puri and Sons (im- 
porter), 65, Newnham Rd., Karachi 2, 
wishes to purchase any quanity of ny- 
lon, rayon, silk or cotton parachutes, 
used or unused, from U. S. Government 
surplus, consisting of 3, 12, 16, 20, 24, 
28, 32, 36, 48 or 64 panels each or any 
other sizes. 

Venetuela 


Enriqueta de Almendro (manufac- 
turer of curtains and furniture), Edi- 
ficio El Quetzal, Avenida Bolivia, Cara- 
cas, wishes to purchase direct fabrics 
for curtains and upholstery. 


Yarns 
Iraq 


Al Haj Younis Weaving Co. Ltd. 
(manufacturer of rayon piece goods), 
Khan Haj Kassim Agha, Mosul, wishes 
to purchase direct rayon yarns from 
the United States. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Machinery 
Chile 


Phillips y Compania Ltd. (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
262 Barros Arana, P. O. Box 25-C, Con- 
cepcion, wishes to obtain agency for 
agricultural machinery, tractors, thresh- 
ing machines, etc. 





Air-Conditioning Equipment 
Brazil 


Sociedade de Refrigeracao Aurea Ltd, 
(importer, distributor, designer, manu- 
facturer, and installer of refrigerating 
and air-conditioning equipment), 451 
Rua Sao Francisco Xavier, Rio de 
Janeiro, wishes to obtain agency for 
compressors for air-conditioning equip- 
ment, ranging from 10-100 h.p. 
Pakistan 


Faizi Bros. (importing distributor), 7 
Wazir Mansion, Nicol Rd., Karachi, 
seeks agency for domestic air condi- 
tioners, 


Aircraft 
Pakistan 


M. R. Trading Corp. (importer of 
complete range of fire-fighting equip- 
ment; manufacturer of fire-extinguisher 
charges), 14 Wood St., Idris Chambers, 
Karachi 2, seeks agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturers of aircraft. 
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Projects in Mozambique 
Open to Bidders 


Two projects in Lourenco Mar- 
ques, Mozambique, estimated to 
cost a total of $2 million, are 
open to U. S. bidders, the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce has _ re- 
ported. 

The projects call for construc- 
tion of an important mineral 
wharf and extension of the quay 
wall in Lourenco Marques. Bid 
deadline is September 1. 

Bid documents, including terms, 
plans, and specifications, may be 
obtained from the Director Gen- 
eral of Public Works and Com- 
munications, Overseas Ministry, 
Lisbon, Portugal (Direccao Geral 
Obras Publicas Comunicacoes, 
Ministerio Ultramar, Lisboa), or 
from the Director of Ports, 
Lourenco Marques, Mozambique, 
for $52 a set, not refundable. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Automotive Equipment 
Mexico 

Francisco Huerta Viera (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Vista Rosa No. 318, 
Colonia Linda Vista, Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon, seeks agency on a commission 
basis from U. S. manufacturers of aute- 


motive accessories and parts, as well as 
hardware. 


Baby Food, Medicines 
Haiti 

Dantes ,P. Colimon (commission mer- 
chant), il Ave., M, Port-au-Prince, 
seeks agency on a commission basis 
for baby foods, and pediatric medicines. 


Chemicals 
Cuba 


Comercial Leanti, S. A. (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer handling chemical 
products, laboratory equipment, and 
supplies), Amargura 258, or Aptdo. 2408, 
Havana, seeks agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturer or distributor of first-quality 
dehydrated culture media, 300-350 Ib. 
monthly; and first-quality Kahn anti- 
gen, 500 glass containers, approximately 
5 cc. to each container. 

Italy 


Sinca S.r.1., Societa Industriale Chimi- 
ca Abrosiana (manufacturer of greases 
for high temperature, rust preserva- 
tives; importing distributor), 4 Via 
Sismondi, Milan, seeks agency for zine 
base and other other rust preventatives, 
oil solvents, and decrusting chemicals 
for boilers, 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Pakistan 

M. A. Sikdar & Bros. (importer, com- 
mission agent), Pak Bldg., Khatunganj, 
Chittagong, seeks agency for chemicals. 
Clothing 
Haiti 

Dantes P. Colimon (commission mer- 
chant), 11 Ave. M, Port-au-Prince, 


seeks agency on a commission basis for 
hosiery. 


Containers 
Pakistan 

Machine Tools Manufacturers Fac- 
tory (importer, manufacturer’s agent, 


commission merchant), Madha Cham- 
bers, Bunder Rd., seeks agency for 414- 
gallon jerricans, 


Crystalware 


Venezuela 

Representaciones Liomar (Emilio Mar- 
tinez Nicolas) (manufacturer’s agent), 
Edificio General Paze, Esquina La Mar- 
ron, Caracas, seeks agency for crystal- 
ware. 


Pakistan 

M. A. Sikdar & Bros. (importer, com- 
mission agent), Pak Bldg., Khatunganj, 
Chittagong, seeks agency for industrial 
and marine diesel. engines. 


Electrical Appliances, Equipment 
Haiti 

Dantes P. Colimon (commission mer- 
chant), 11 Ave. M, Port-au-Prince, 
seeks agency on a commission basis for 
electrical material and equipment. 
Italy 

Elchim, S.r.l. (manufacturer, import- 
ing distributor), 11 Via Larga, Milan, 
seeks agency for all types of electric 
household appliances. 


Foodstuffs 


Italy m 

Industria Chemica Prodotti Nefer 
(manufacturer of chemical products for 
the food industry), 24 Via Giulio Uberti, 
Milan, seeks agency for lactose, annat- 
to, and whey powder. 

Societa’ Italiana Rappresentanze (S. 
LR.), (importing distributor), 28/40 
Circonvallazione Gianicolense, Rome, 
seeks agency for fruit juices, marma- 
lades, canned butter, canned fish, and 
other canned foodstuffs. 

Venezuela 

Representaciones Norma C. A. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent), Edificio Macari- 
sagua, Carmen a Quinta Crespo, Cara- 
cas, seeks agency for legumes, fresh 
eggs, Cheddar cheese, dried fruit, sliced 
dried fruit, and dietetic fruits and vege- 
tables. 


General Merchandise 


Germany 

Mark Kronenberg (commission mer- 
chant, sales agent), 19 Scharnhorst- 
strasse, Duesseldorf, seeks agency from 
U. S. firms on a commission basis for 
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Chamber Directory Lists 
Members in Spain 


The 1958 edition of the Member- 
ship Directory of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Spain 
provides information regarding 
over 3,700 members of this organ- 
ization. Firms and individuals are 
listed alphabetically with their ad- 
dresses, products, services or pro- 
fessions, and a classified section 
groups firm names under headings 
in Spanish and English. 

The American Chamber of Com- 
merce in Spain has branches in 
Bilbao, Madrid, Seville, Valencia, 
and Zaragoza, and its large mem- 
bership, predominantly Spanish, 
indicates the interest of local busi- 
nessmen in Spanish-American re- 
lations, 

A copy of this directory may be 
consulted in the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
I. C., or in any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. It may be 
purchased for $2, postpaid, from 
the American Chamber of Com- 
merce in Spain, 125 Broad Street, 
New York, N. Y. 











general merchandise, preferably food- 
stuffs or cosmetics, no gadgets. 


Pakistan 

M. A. Sikdar & Bros. (importer, com- 
mission agent), Pak Bldg., Khatunganj, 
Chittagong, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of general merchandise, 


Household Goods 


Venezuela 

G. Cuervo Garcia (manufacturer's 
agent), Edificio Zingg, Sociedad a Tra- 
posos, Aptdo. 469, Caracas, seeks agency 
on a commission basis for household 
articles, especially kitchen articles, 
tableware, and cooking utensils. 


Industrial Machinery, Equipment 


India 

Inter-Continental Trading Corp. 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission 
merchant, importer), 12B Netaji Subhas 
Road, Calcutta 1, seeks agency for all 
types of paper machine felts and ma- 
chine wires. 
Italy 

Dott. C. Vittorio Ronchetti (import- 
ing distributor), 20 Via Busto Arsizio, 
Milan, seeks agency for textile machin- 
ery: 
Iron and Steel Products 
Pakistan 

M. A. Sikdar & Bros. (importer, com- 
mission agent), Pak Bldg., Khatunganj, 
Chittagong, seeks agency on a commis- 
sion basis for iron and steel products, 


Thailand 

Sang Charoen (importing distributor 
manufacturer’s agent), 492 Luang Road, 
Near Central Hospital, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for good-quality galvanized stee} 
pipe, and malleable iron pipe fittings jn 
large quantities, 
Lubricants 
Italy 


Sinca S.r.1., Societa Industriale Chim. 
ica Ambrosiana (manufacturer of 


greases for high temperature, rust pre-, 


servatives), 4 Via 
seeks agency for 
lubricating greases. 


Sismondi, 


Milan, 
high 


temperature 


Machine Tools 
Pakistan 

Faizi Bros. (importer), 7 Wazir Man- 
sion basis for iron and steel products, 
for machine tools. 


Medical and Hospital Equipment 
Venezuela 

Sanitas S. A. Sucra. de W. Zschaeck 
& Co. Sucr. (importing distributor), Sur 
21 Nr. 5 Aptdo. 5245, Caracas, seeks 
agency on a commission basis, or distri- 
bution for equipment and instruments 
for medical doctors, laboratories, hos- 
pitals, and clinics. 


Paper Products 
Germany 

Paul Geerbecks (sales agent selling 
raw materials for the paper producing 
industry), 20 Moreller-Weg, Aachen, 
seeks agency from U. S. pulp manufac- 
turers and wastepaper exporters on a 
commission basis. 


Pharmaceuticals 
Dominican Republic 

Fernando Rodriquez Santos (import- 
er, retailer of pharmaceutical products), 
12 Ciudad de Miami, Ciudad Trujillo, 
seeks exclusive agency for pharmaceuti- 


cals, including antibiotics and similar 
lines. 


Plastic Materials 
Italy 

Ditta Albino Villani (importing dis- 
tributor), 9 Via Rugabella, Milan, seeks 
agency for plastic raw materials, 
Pumps 
Thailand 

Sang Charoen (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 492 Luang Road, 
Near Central Hospital, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for good-quality piston water 
pumps, in large qualities for domestic 
use. 


Sanitary Wares 
Thailand 

Sang Charoen (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 492 Luang Road, 
Near Central Hospital, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for good-quality sanitary wares 
in large quantities. 
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Seeds and Vegetable Oils 
Italy 


Paolo Reina & Figlio, S.r.l. (commis- 
gion merchant), 6 Piazza degli Affari, 
Milan, seeks agency for vegetable seeds 
and oils (flax seeds, soya beans, and 
peanuts). 
synthetic Rubber 
Italy 

Fernando Coli (sales agent), 16 Via 
% Aprile, Genoa, seeks agency from 
y, $. exporter of synthetic rubber. 


Tallow 


Pakistan, East 

M. A. Sikdar & Bros. (importer, com- 
mission agent), Pak Bidg., Khatunganj, 
Chittagong, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of tallow. 


Textiles 
Netherlands 

J. van Rijn (manufacturer's agent), 
2 Hemonylaan, Amsterdam, seeks 
agency for printed and plain nylon and 
eotton fabrics, plain and flock printed 
nylon and rayon netting, and embroi- 
dered items and novelties in the field of 
textiles. 
Norway 

Ole Kr. Hansson (manufacturer's 
agent), 4/6 Karl 12tes gate, Oslo, seeks 
agency for poplin cloth for blouses, 
dresses, and underwear. 


Toilet Goods 


Veneruela 

Arcadio Gonzales Tinedo & Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer's 
agent), 6 Sur Plaza del Panteon, Aptdo. 
723, Caracas, seeks agency for distribu- 
tion of perfumery and toilet articles. 
Travel Goods 
Union of South Africa 

Avron Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (indent 
agent), 601 Scotts Bldg., cor. Darling 
and Plein Sts., Cape Town, seeks agen- 
cy for lower price range of travel goods, 
including suit cases, overnight bags, hat 
boxes, etc., of lightweight construction 
Water Meters 
Thailand 

Sang Charon (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 492 Luang Road, 
Near Central Hospital, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for good-quality dry water 
meters in large quantities. 
Wires, Copper 
Pakistan 

Faizi Bros. (importing distributor), 
1, Wazir Mansion, Nicol Road, Karachi, 
Seeks agency for copper wires. 
Wood Pulp 
Belgium 

L, F. Will & Co. S. A. (importer of 

ical and pharmaceutical products), 

312 Avenue Louise, Brussels, seeks 


agency from U. S. manufacturers of 
wood pulp. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 


William Neil Fuller, representing Neil 
Fuller & Sons Pty., Ltd. (importer of 
foodstuffs), 44 Queen St., Melbourne, 
Victoria, is interested in obtaining ex- 
clusive agencies for foodstuffs, including 
canned fish, fresh frozen fish, dehy- 
drated vegetables, and groceries in gen- 
eral. Scheduled to arrive August 8 via 
New York for a 53-day visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o American Express Co., Over- 
seas Patrons Service Division, 649 Fifth 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, Dayton, Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Seattle, Portland, San Francis- 
co, and Los Angeles. 


K. W. Marheine, representing Frig- 
Mobile of Australia, Bachell Ave., Lid- 
combe, New South Wales, is interested 
in contacting refrigerated carriers of 
perishables, and seeks technical infor- 
mation on transport and refrigeration 
equipment. Scheduled to arrive in Au- 
gust via San Francisco for a 5-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Assistant U. S. 
Manager, Royal/Globe Insurance Group, 
201 Sansome St., San Francisco, Calif. 
Itinerary: Chicago, Detroit, San Fran- 
cisco, and New York. 


Germany 


Reinhold Haeussling, represen- 
ting Heinrich Haeussling (producer of 
kapoc wadding material for the mat- 
tress, automobile, and upholstered fur- 
niture industries; manufacturer of sur- 
gical dressings), 117 Hauptstrasse, Lam- 
brecht/Pfalz, is interested in studying 
new materials and machinery in the up- 
holstery field. Scheduled to arrive July 
29 via New York for a 3-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Herbert Doughterty, 
15 Park Terrace, Upper Montclair, N. J. 
Itinerary: New York, Detroit, Boston. 


italy 


Dott. Enrico Crespi, representing 
S.LL.C.A., 5 Via Baldissera, Milan, is 
interested in purchasing machinery for 
the manufacture of corrugated card- 
board. Was scheduled to arrive July 16 
via New York for a 20-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o E. Spolidoro, 90-10 64th 
Ave., Forest Hills 74, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Washington (D. C.), Chicago, and De- 
troit. 

Umberto Tortora, representing Crea- 
zione Seriva Lariana (producer of silk 
fabrics to manufacture ties, shirts, 
scarves, blouses), 23 Via Volta, Como, 
is interested in appointing representa- 
tives to sell fabrics manufactured by 
his company. Was scheduled to arrive 
July 20 via New York for a 4- to 6- 
month visit. U. S. address: c/o Ferdi- 
nando Demetrio Tortora, 1334 Wyoming 
Ave., Scranton 9, Pa. Itinerary: New 
York, Scranton, and San Francisco. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Japan 

Messrs. Minoru Koike, president, and 
Kenichi Homura, manager, trade sec- 
tion, representing Koike Yakuhiu Kai- 
sha, Ltd.. 2 Hirano- machi 2-chome, 
Higashi Ku, Osaka, are interested in 
importing raw materials and machinery 
for manufacture of decorative laminates 
and plywoods, and also hardboards. 
They seek technical information on the 
manufacturé of decorative laminates 
and plywoods, and wish to visit manu- 
facturing plants. Were scheduled to ar- 
rive July 14 via San Francisco for a 40- 
day visit. U. S. addrtss: c/o F. C. 
Strype, Inc., 20 Vesey St., New York 7, 
N. Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, New York, Cleveland, Cincin- 
nati, Detroit, Minneapolis, and Pitts- 
burgh. 


Trinidad 


Basil John Aleong, representing Basil 
J. Aleong & Co., 38 Frederick St., Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, is interested in agen- 


- Cies for foodstuffs, canned fruits and 


vegetables, canned meats, frozen poul- 
try parts, pickled meats, split peas, and 
piece goods. Was scheduled to arrive 
July 14 via New York for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o 169 East Broad- 
way, Apt. 17, New York 2, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, July 14-August 14. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the follow, 
in new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
in making the compilations. All 
are dated June 1958. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment I@pporters and Dealers— 
Surinam. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Ecuador. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Uruguay. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Algeria. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—-Union of South Africa. 

Fiber Producers and Exporters— 
Pakistan. 

Instruments, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Guate- 
mala. 

Lumber Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters—British Guiana. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Columbia. 

Textile Industry—Denmark. 

Wine Producers—Australia, 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





European Firms Seek Licenses 


Firms in Belgium, France, and Ger- 
many have expressed an interest in 
manufacturing under license American 
machinery, chemicals, and _ electrotech- 
nical articles for distribution and sale 
within the European Common Market 
area. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with each of the European 
companies at the addresses given. 


@ La Floridienne- J. Buttgenbach & 
Cie., S. A., 22 Avenue Marnix, Brussels, 
Belgium, manufacturer of chemical 
specialties, wishes to conclude a licens- 
ing arrangement with a U. S. manu- 
facturer of related products. The com- 
pany also would consider a joint-venture 
operation with the American firm. 


At present, the Buttgenbach com- 
pany manufactures calcium cyanide; 
sodium, potassium, and calcium ferro- 
cyanides; sodium and potassium silicate 
in both solid and liquid form; zinc sul- 
fates; waterproofing compounds, bitu- 
meous emulsions, fireproof coatings, 
etc. 


e@ Etablissements Legrand, 128 ave- 
nue do Marechal-de-Lattre de Tassigny, 
Limoges, Haute-Vienne, France, man- 
ufacturer of electrical wiring accesso- 
ries and small electrical equipment, 
seeks an agreement with a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture in France of re- 
lated articles. 

The company, employing approxi- 
mately 1,700, is particularly interested 
in the mass production of items such as 





Iranian Group Proposes 
Cement Block Production 


U. S. investment in the form of ma- 
chinery for the manufacture of cement 
building blocks is sough@®by a group of 
Iranian businessmen, represented by 
Mahmud Dehgqan, of Shiraz. 


Mr. Dehgan has indicated that the 
group will invest up to $150,000 in the 
proposed project if suitable arrange- 
ments can be made with the U. S. man- 
ufacturer. Surplus cement production in 
Shiraz is sufficient to assure an ade- 
quate supply of raw material for the 
proposed project, according to Mr. 
Dehgan. 

Demand for cement building blocks 
by the construction industry is expect- 
ed to increase substantially under Iran’s 
industrialization program. 

Details concerning the management 
of the proposed plant, plant production, 
and retail outlets will be furnished U. S. 
cement block machinery manufacturers 
upon request by Mahmud Dehgqan, Sher- 
kat Sehami Bargh Fars, Shiraz, Iran. 


surface, semirecessed fliush-type 
switches and socket outlets; lam p- 
holders, line-taps; bakelite waterproof 
material, and other electrotechnical 
porcelain articles. 


@ Dr. Ing. Boehme & Co., 12-20 Lueb- 
beckerstrasse, Minden/Westf., Ger- 
many, special machinery manufacturer, 
is interested in obtaining licenses from 
American firms for the manufacture of 
button processing machines. 

The German firm, occupying an area 
of about 20,000 square meters, produces 
machinery for the manufacture of but- 
tons of wood, bone, horn, synthetic ma- 
terials, and cloth-covered buttons. The 
company seeks patent rights for the 
manufacturer of newly patented and 
related U. S. machinery. 


Italian Camera Firm 
Seeks Investment 


Equity investment from private U. S. 
sources is sought by the Italian firm, 
CLOSTER, Costruzioni Fotografiche, 
S.r.l., manufacturer of cameras and 
camera equipment, of Rome, Italy. 

The plant, although small, is equipped 
with a complete line of automatic ma- 
chinery and electronic test instruments, 
and employs a highly trained staff of 
technicians and skilled labor, accord- 
ing to the managing director of 
CLOSTER. 

Established in 1948, CLOSTER pro- 
duces 14 models of cameras, interlens 
shutters, etc., including the Closter 
Micro Flash, reportedly the smallest 
flash camera available on the world 
market. 


Additional capital is sought to expand 
production facilities to meet a demand 
which reportedly includes exports to 
France, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, the 
Persian Gulf area, and Latin America. 

The company also seeks through its 
American partner to introduce the 
Closter camera on the U. S. and North 
American market. . 

A brief outline of the firm’s pro- 
posal together with a description of the 
cameras and accessories produced, is 
available on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 








U. S. exports of inedible vegetable 
products in May, except fibers and 
wood, rose from $67.5 million to $79.4 
million, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. 

The rise is owing chiefly to increases 
in exports of soybeans, crude soybean 
oil, flue-cured tobacco, and cigarettes, 


| 





Bg 
Malayan Rubber Factory 
Offered for Lease 


U. S. investors interested in the 
manufacture of rubber products in 
the Federation of Malaya are of. 
fered the Hong Chuan Rubber 
Factory at Taiping. 

The factory is complete except 
for centrifuged separators, and js 
capable of manufacturing 500,000 
pounds of centrifuged rubber latex 
a month, according to the owners, 

The factory manufactures and 
exports remilled crepe, latex crepe, 
sole crepe, and other crepe rub- 
ber. The company, which has held 
the factory lease for the past 7 
years, reportedly is not renewing 
its lease because of plans to build 
its own plant. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Hong Chuan Rub- 
ber Factory, No. 273 Kota Road, 
Taiping, Federation of Malaya, 











Investment Welcome 
In Australian State 


The State Government of Queens 
land, Australia, is actively seeking 
U. S. investment in an effort to in | 
crease primary and secondary indus 
tries, including the tourist industry. 

As a part of this program the Queens 
land State Department of Labor and 
Industry has issued a booklet, Queens 
land, Land of Opportunity and. Sun- 
shine, which discusses the natural re 
sources of the area, livestock, fisheries, 
trade and employment, industrial devel 
opment, and a variety of other subjects 
of interest to potential investors con 
templating the establishment of branch 
plants or subsidiaries in Australia, 

Queensland, Land of Opportunity and 
Sunshine, a comprehensive 126-page 


booklet, is available upon request from . 


the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. & 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any Department of 
Commerce Field Office. 


Additional information concerning the | 


opportunities for investment which the 
State of Queensland offers may be ob 
tained upon request from Ken J. Mortis, 





Deputy Premier and Minister of Labor 
and Industry, or the Director, Second- 
ary Industries Division, Department of 
Labor and Industry, Treasury Building, | 
Brisbane, Australia, 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





| New Textile Mill 


Planned in Morocco 


U. S. capital investment of approxi- 
mately US$1- million is sought by a Mo- 
roccan company and a Netherlands tex- 
tile firm for the construction in Morocco 
of a complete textile mill. 
| The total project will cost an estimat- 


ed US$2.5 million, and will include 

weaving, spinning, dyeing, and finishing 

mills. The first phase, for which U. S. 

investment assistance is sought, will in- 
dude the weaving, dyeing, and finish- 
ing mills. The spinning mill is planned 
for a later date. The planners estimate 
that approximately 3 to 5 years will be 
required for the entire project. 

E. Spaan, a spokesman for the two 
companies, the names of which are 
withheld here by request, indicates that 
Netherlands textile experts have al- 
ready hade a thorough study of the 
project. American know-how and tech- 
nical assistance is not required, al- 
though participation in this part of the 
operation is open to negotiation. 

Firms interested in this investment 
opportunity are invited to address their 
requests to Mr. Spaan, c/o C. Bieze, 280 
Amsteldijk, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
or to the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U.S, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Australian Company 
Seeks Licensor 


Patents, processes, and know-how are 
sought by the Australian firm, Austral- 
jan Controls, Ltd., manufacturer of 
thermostatic controls for domestic and 
commercial refrigerators, gas stoves, 
electric ranges, washing machines, etc., 
» for the manufacture under license in 
Australia of light engineering and elec- 
trical products. 

The company is said to be well or- 
ganized, and equipped both financially 
and technically to undertake substan- 
tial expansion and to diversify its pres- 





— 











ent line, which also includes water 
} pressure reducing valves, crankshaft 
seals, and metal bellows, if suitable 


Products can be obtained from a U. S. 
licensor. 


A descriptive brochure outlining the 
activities of Australian Controls, Ltd., 
and a copy of the firm’s annual report 
of 1957 are available on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
tau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 








Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with the company, 511 Keil- 
or Road, Niddrie, Victoria, Australia, 


_- 
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Argentine Cosmetic Firm 
Wants U. S. Capital 


Approximately US$100,000 in 
equity capital is sought by the 
Buenos Aires firm, Linda Walder- 
ry, S.R.L., manufacturer of cos- 
metics, for expansion of its pres- 
ent production facilities. 

The company presently is en- 
gaged in the manufacture of gen- 
eral cosmetics, hair dyes, tints, 
shampoos, etc. Additional capital 
is sought to expand production 
for local Argentine consumption, 
for export, and to finance in- 
creased current accounts. The 
company also proposes to engage 
in an extensive advertising cam- 
paign. 

Interested firms are invited to 
address inquiries direct to Sr. Ro- 
berto C. Etcheverry, managing di- 
rector, Linda Walderry S.R.L., 
Bompland 1929, Buenos Aires, Are 
gentina. 











‘Descriptive 


Netherlands Concern 
Offers Factory 


The Amsterdam firm, N. V. Gebroed- 
ers D. Schuitema, wholesalers of food- 
stuffs, is offering for sale to U. S. inves- 
tors contemplating the establishment of 
a branch plant or subsidiary in the 
Netherlands a factory building located 
on the main highway in the municipal- 
ity of Wierden. 

The building covers a total area of 
76,700 square feet, has an electric pow- 
er station and boiler house, and an ad- 


ditional 7% acres of adjoining property — 


suitable for expansion. 


Although situated in the industrial 
center of Twente; the heart of the Neth- 
erlands textile industry, the property 
reportedly is suitable for almost any 
type of manufacturing or assembly op- 
eration. 


The property is for sale through the 
real estate office of A. R. Zwijnenberg, 
2 Stations-plein, Enschede, Netherlands, 
literature, together with 
drawings, is available on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
DS: ¢, 





Jamaica’s first extensive home-bulld- 
ing project financed by private capital 
was announced late in 1957. 

A $1.5-million middle-income housing 
development is to be built in the vicinity 
of Kingston by a corporation of Jamai- 
can-Puerto Rican capital—WTIS, part 
1, No. 58-39. 


German Machinery Firm 
Plans Lathe Production 


Collaboration with an American ma- 
chine tool manufacturer contemplating 
production within the European Com- 
mon Market area, is proposed by the 
West German firm, the Weipert, Co., of 
Heilbronn, for the manufacture under 
license of special lathes. 

Established in 1897, the German com- 
pany has specialized in the manufacture 
of a wide variety of lathes. At present, 
the Weipert Co. is contemplating an 
expansion of its production program 
and is particularly interested in the 
manufacture of U. S. patented multi- 
cut production lathes, copying lathes, 
or other special types of lathes requir- 
ing precision machine-tool work. 

The firm, almost completely destroyed 
during World War II, has been recon- 
structed and reportedly is equipped with 
approximately 300 machine tools of the 
most modern design. In addition, the 
Weipert Co., operates its own iron 
foundry to assure its supply of necessary 
castings. Present production is reported 
to be approximately 35-40 lathes a 
month, 


Supplemental data, including a cata- 
log of the products manufactured by 
the company, are available on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C, 


Interested companies also are invited 
to correspond with Messrs. Carl and 
Fritz Weipert, managing partner, 8-30 
Weipertstrasse, Heilbronn, Wuerttem- 
berg, West Germany. 





Philippine Wood Products 
Firm Asks Assistance 


U. S. participation in the form of ma- 
chinery and equipment for an expansion 
of production capacity is sought by the 
Philippine firm, Win Smith & Associ- 
ates, manufacturer of-wood, horn, and 
metal products. 

The company, specializing in the man- 
ufacture of hand- and machine-tooled 
cabinets, furniture, and gift items, seeks 
to modernize and expand to increase 
production for the export market. 

The Philippine firm offers a share in 
the company, partnership or other suit- 
able arrangement in exchange for the 
machinery and equipment which it 
seeks. Arrangements with the American 
investor to sell and distribute the Phil- 
ippine products on the U. S. market 
also is desired. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with W. S. Smith, President, Win 
Smith & Associates, 948 Schnyler Street, 
Mandaluyong, Rizal, Philippines. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES, 





Helicopter Manufacture 
Proposed in Sicily 


The partial manufacture and assem- 
bly of U. S.-licensed helicopters and 
civilian aircraft, in collaboration with 
the U. S. manufacturer, is proposed by 
the Italian firm, S.I.R.A.—Societa In- 
dustriale Riparazioni Automobilistiche— 
of Palermo. 


The firm manufactures automotive 
spare parts and accessories, and sells 
Fiat and other Italian and foreign ve- 
hicles. 


The company recently has completed 
a large spare-parts factory and repair 
shop, with modern machinery and 
equipment. A loan equivalent to US= 
$176,000 was obtained for this purpose 
from the Regional Institute for Financ- 
ing Industries in Sicily under the laws 
governing the industrialization of that 
area. 


Space is available in the new plant 
for the assembly of helicopters and 
civilian aircraft. The management of 
S.I.R.A. indicates that skilled tech- 
nicians, formerly trained in Italy’s air- 
craft industry prior to the Second 
World War, also are available for this 
proposed project. 

Because the Italian Government con- 
siders the establishment of new indus- 
tries such as that proposed by S.I.R.A. 
an important part of the industrializa- 
tion of Southern Italy, the U. S. in- 
vestor, in collaboration with the Italian 
firm, would be permitted: To import 
necessary machinery duty free; to im- 
port under reduced import duties; spare 





Company in India Wants 
New Machinery License 


The Gladwyn Co. of Bombay, general 
importer and distributor of machinery, 
has indicated an interest in represent- 
ing American manufacturers of machin- 
ery, and in the manufacture under li- 
cense of necessary machinery parts and 
ancillary products required to service 
the equipment. 

The company is particularly interest- 
ed in machinery for the production of 
cement, sugar, dairy products, alcohol 
from sugar molasses, and nitrogenous 
fertilizers. 


Because of the Indian Government’s 
reluctance to license the import of 
spare parts and other items which can 
be fabricated locally, Gladwyn proposes 
the progressive manufacture / of these 
parts under the technical guidance of 
the collaborating American manufac- 
turers, 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Gladwyn & Co., 251 Dadab- 
hoi Naoroji Road, Bombay 1, India. 
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parts and other elements to be assem- 
bled; an exemption from Italian income 
tax for a period of 10 years; and other 
benefits. 


Filippo Maniscalco, managing director 
of S.I.R.A., has indicated his willingness 
to visit the United States for personal 
negotiation should his proposal receive 
serious consideration. 

A brief outline of the proposal, in 
Italian, including drawings of the fac- 
tory layout, is available on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Comerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Sr. Maniscalco, Via Ni- 
coli Turrisi, Palermo, Italy. 





Investment Wanted 
By Argentine Group 


A group of Argentine businessmen— 
geologists and mining engineers—have 
proposed the formation of a new corpo- 
ration, Andes Argentino S. A., for the 
development and exploitation of mining 
properties held by the group. 

An initial capitalization of US$500,- 
000 is contemplated, with an eventual 
investment of approximately US$2.5 
million. Of this total approximately 
US$2 million is sought from an Ameri- 
can investor. 


Concessions containing vanadium, 
beryllium, copper, magnesium, iron, and 
bituminous schists, are available for de- 
velopment, according to the group. 


The group proposes that the man- 
agement of the company will be wholly 
Argentine, although the U. S. investor, 
commensurate with his investment, is 
offered up to 80 percent financial con- 
trol in the company and a proportionate 
voice on the board of directors. 

A brief outline of the proposed cor- 
poration and a description of the mining 
concessions, in Spanish, are available 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


———$——— 


French Firm Wants 
Working Agreement 


The French corporation Chimie et 
Propulsion (C.E.P.), manufacturer of 
pyrotechnic distress signals for aviation, 
marine, etc., propelling chemicals, and 
related products, wishes to expand its 
production through a licensing arrange. 
ment with U. S. firms for the manufac. 
ture in France of pyrotechnics. 

In addition to a licensing agreement, 
C.E.P. also offers its services to Amer. 
ican manufacturers of electrical and 
electronic equipment—for utilization by 
the atomic, aircraft, chemical, and other 
industries—interested in an agency 
arrangement for the sale and distribu. 
tion of their products in Europe. 


The French firm indicates an inter- 
est also in marketing in the United 
States the various types of pyrotechnic 
distress signals which it manufactures, 


C.E.P. operates a plant at Auzanges, 
Cantal, near Lyon, with its main office 
at Toulouse, Haute-Garonne. It report- 
edly has an efficient, experienced staff 
engaged in experimentation and re- 
search work in connection with propul- 
sion chemicals of all types, and pyro- 
technic signals. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Chimie et Propulsion 
(C.E.P.), Boite Postale No. 19, Pont-des- 
Demoiselles, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
France. 





‘U. 8. exports of domestic and foreign 
merchandise in May totaled $1,6379 
million, representing an increase of 7 
percent over the April total of $1,530.6 
million, the Bureau of the Census re- 
ports. 





Brazil’s sugar output for the crop 
year ending May 31, 1958, is officially 
estimated at 3,106,000 short tons, raw 
value, compared with 2,623,000 short 
tons in the 1956-57 crop year, according 
to Foreign Agricultural Service reports, 





U. S. exports of refined copper in the 
first quarter of 1958 declined by 6,000 
tons, according to the Business and De 
fense Services Administration. 
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Seasonal Patterns 
of United States 
Travel Abroad 
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1956 and First Half of 1957 gocltipociant 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


An analysis of quarterly periods of 
U. S. oversea travel, giving detailed 
data for selected areas on 


number of travelers 
purpose of trip 
means of transportation 
other travel factors 
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Argentine Cost of Living Increases, 
Trade, Federal Deficits High 


Edward G. Cale 


American Consulate, Buenos Aires 


The Argentine economy in mid-1958 showed increases in the cost 
of living, amount of money in circulation, wages, and personal income 


of nearly all employees. 


A 31-billion peso Federal deficit for the year is attributed in 
considerable measure to the financing of losses incurred by Government- 
owned entities, especially the railways and the Buenos Aires transport 


Reserves of the Central Bank hit a new low. A trade deficit of $360 
million is expected. The deficit plus diminished reserves led the Central 


Bank to curtail imports. 


The Government is considering new foreign investment in 19 indus- 
| trial plants. Construction of oil and gas pipelines is to begin soon. The 
| extent to which foreign private capital can be used for petroleum devel- 
| opment has not been settled. Little headway has been made toward 
'yesolution of the issue of private versus state ownership of electric 

power facilities. The outlook for adequate supplies of electric power 
for any significant industrial expansion is not immediately promising. 

Prospects for increased production of coal depend on expansion of 


operations in state-owned mines. 


Emphasis is placed on self-sufficiency in steel; two large Govern- 


ment projects are progressing. 


proposed. 


A private steel mill is also being 


The Government has yet to carry out a program in agriculture 
promised during the recent political campaign. Steady progress has 


been made in repairing and improving highways. 


unions is being discussed. 


Cost of Living, Money 
In Circulation Rise 


The cost of living in mid-June was 
16 percent above mid-March and 30 
percent above June 1957. Although 
prices and the cost of living tended to 
be somewhat stable during the closing 
months of 1957 and the first quarter 
of 1958, they began rising rapidly in 
April. In the face of strong feeling in 
Congress that definite action should be 
taken against rising prices, which went 
up 12 percent in the 2 months April- 
May, the Government has decided to 
timpose maximum prices on certain 
essential items, such as meat, bread, 
four, wine, and other commodities from 
which maximum prices had been re- 
moved by the provisional governemnt. 
The amount of money in circulation 
was 52.8 billion pesos at the end of May, 
arise of 18 percent over the amount 
ditstanding on May 31, 1957, and 41 
Percent over the amount in circulation 
tt the end of May 1956. 
Wage increases of approximately 450,- 
pesos a month were granted during 
and April to various groups of 
employees, including petroleum and 
tallway workers, and bank clerks. On 
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Control of labor 





May 13, the Frondizi government an- 
nounced that all wages should be raised 
60 percent over the level of those in 
effect February 1, 1956, or, approxi- 
mately the same increase as occurred in 
the cost of living. The effective increase 
in current wage and salary rates, how- 
ever, will be much less than 60 percent 
and will vary from industry to industry, 
because pay increases granted during 
the past 2 years will be charged against 
the general raise of 60 percent. Never- 
theless, the personal incomes of nearly 
all employees in Argentina have been 
substantially raised because of wage in- 
creases. 


31-Billion Peso Federal 
Deficit Predicted 


Argentine Federal Government ex- 
penditures of 59 million pesos have been 
approved for the year ending October 
31, 1958, according to a statement of 
President Frondizi of May 21. A further 
17 billion pesos of expenditures awaited 
approval. Revenues of the Féderal Gov- 
ernment are estimated at 45 billion 
pesos for the fiscal year. If all the addi- 
tional expenditures are approved, the 
deficit for the year will amount to about 
31 billion pesos. No important measures 





have been taken to increase tax reve- 
nues and thereby reduce the deficit, A 
considerable part of the deficit is attrib- 
uted to the financing of losses incurred 
by Government-owned entities, espe- 
cially the railways, Yacimientos Petroli- 
feros Fiscales (YPF), and the Buenos 
Aires transport system. 

Gold and foreign exchange reserves 
of the Central Bank have been declin- 
ing during recent years, but the recent 
declines are of outstanding importance 
because of the small size of the remain- 
ing reserves. As of June 15, net reserves 
of the Central Bank, that is gold and 
foreign exchange holdings less a minor 
amount owed correspondents abroad, 
were the equivalent of $233 million, or, 
a new low in the level of reserves. In 
his statement of May 21, President 
Frondizi stated that of existing reserves 
at the end of April of $250 million, gold 
holdings amounted to $125 million; dol- 
lar exchange, $22.7 million; multilateral 
currencies, $27.2 million; and bilateral 
currencies, $75.4; million. The monthly 
average decline was about $18 million 
during the first 4 months of 1958 and 
approximately $17 million during May 
and the first 2 weeks of June. Reserves 
are now well below the average cost of 
imports during a period of 90 days, 
which is the usual period between is- 
suance of a letter of credit and the 


arrival of the imported merchandise. 


According to President Frondizi, in 
his press statement of May 21, imports 
into Argentina during 1958 will exceed 
exports by an estimated $360 million, 
which compares with the trade deficit 
of $336 million in 1957 and $184 million 
in 1956. The balance-of-payments defi- 
cit, which includes nonmerchandise 
items, as well as import receipts and 
export payments, is expected to amount 
to $315 million, somewhat smaller than 
the trade deficit, largely because some 
imports are obtained on credit or rep- 
resent investment capital. 


Total imports in 1957 amounted to 
$1,310 million, of which petroleum and 
other fuels represented $317 million; 
machinery, $309 million; iron and steel, 
$162 million; and lumber $101 million. 
These categories constituted 70 percent 
of the total. Exports, which are pre- 
dominantly agricultural and animal pro- 
ducts, amounted to $974 million. 

As a consequence of the heavy over- 
seas deficit and diminished reserves, 
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the Central Bank early in May took 
measures to curtail imports severely. 


On May 2, the bank announced that it 
would not issue import permits and that 
commercial banks could not issue docu- 
mentary letters of credit until further 
notice. Later, on May 8, the bank an- 
nounced that imported merchandise 
could no tonger clear customs unless it 
entered under an irrevocable documen- 
tary letter of credit issued before May 
1 or unles§ the merchandise had been 
shipped from abroad before May 2. Also 
commercial banks were instructed on 
May 8 not to make transfers abroad 
for advance payments on merchandise 
to be imported later. Subsequently, cer- 
tain relaxations were made in import 
restrictions, one of the most notable 
being provision for the continued im- 
portation of petroleum products. 


Foreign Capital Investments 
Considered 


President Frondizi stated during May 
that the Government is considering new 
foreign investments which may result 
in the establishment of 19 large indus- 
trial plants in Argentina. He also indi- 
cated that further legislation will be 
introduced in Congress on foreign in- 
vestments. 

Private foreign capital investments 
approved by the Central Bank during 
1957 amounted to $15.3 million. Of this 
total, $6.7 million was approved for 
U. S. investors. 

Official estimates were released in 
1957 indicating that Argentina’s basic 
capital investment needs would require 
$1,324 million in foreign exchange. This 
estimate included large amounts for oil 
exploration, exploitation and transpor- 
tation, electric power generating facili- 
ties, and rehabilitation of the railways. 
Most of the investments would be made 
in Government-owned enterprises. The 
estimated amount did not include many 
kinds of investments needed in the field 
of private enterprise, nor did it include 
local peso financing for capital rehabili- 
tation. 


Petroleum Pipeline Scheduled 


For Construction 


Argentina, which reportedly has 
proved petroleum reserves sufficient to 
supply national requirements for de- 
cades, in 1957 was forced to import over 
60 percent of requirements at a cost of 
some $300 million in foreign exchange, 
which roughly coincided with the year’s 
overall foreign trade deficit. 


Construction of the oil and gas pipe- 
lines between Campo Duran and Buenos 
Aires-San Lorenzo is scheduled to begin 
soon. Bids for construction of crude 
and products pipelines between the 
Lujan de Cuyo refinery in Mendoza 
Province and Buenos Aires have been 
called for August 1. A 1-year option on 
this project was included in the contract 
between Tecnica Industrial Petrolera, 
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S. A. (TIPSA) and YPF for the Camp 
Duran-Buenos Aires construction. Bids 
were also opened in late April for con- 
struction of a crude oil pipeline be- 
tween oilfields in Neuquen Province and 
the port of Bahia Blanca. 

The extent to which foreign private 
capital can be used for petroleum 
development has not been settled. Presi- 
dent Frondizi has repeatedly stated that 
foreign private capital will be utilized, 
in cooperation with YPF and without 
the granting of concessions, to help 
achieve national self-sufficiency in oil. 

In June the Government accepted a 
Soviet offer of 1 million metric tons of 
crude oil to be delivered at $2.32 per 
barrel c. i. f. Buenos Airés, over a period 
of 1 year. 


Additional Electric Power 
Required 


The country’s total generating capa- 
city, amounting to some 1,753,000 kw., 
is estimated to be 750,000 kw. below 
current requirements. In order to satisfy 
the growing needs of the economy, it is 
estimated that a generating capacity 
of 1.2 million kw. should be added by 
1962 and an additional equal amount by 
1966. The required capital to carry out 
plans for electric power installations to 
supplement existing private power fa- 
cilities has been placed at $500 million. 

Thus far in 1958 little headway has 
been made toward a resolution of the 
electric power issue of private against 
state ownership, and, barring unforeseen 
events, the outlook for adequate sup- 
plies of electric power for any signifi- 
cant industrial expansion is unpromising 
for the near future. Outwardly the 
movement toward public ownership has 
continued unrelaxed. Most petitions of 
private utilities for adjustments in their 
unremunerative rates have been refused, 
and in May a bill was introduced in 
Congress which, if enacted, would na- 
tionalize all remaining private plants. 
Despite the Government’s ambitious 
program for electric power development, 
it has become increasingly clear that 
without foreign financial assistance the 
state will be unable to provide the 
large-scale new generation to offset the 
ever-growing power deficit. 

The Cia. Argentina de Electricidad 
(CADE), serving the Buenos Aires area 
and the largest. of the four foreign 
utilities, recently appealed to the courts 
in connection with the refusal of the 
municipality to act favorably upon its 
petitions submitted since January 1957 
for rate increases authorized in its con- 
cession. 


Settlement for the properties of the 
Argentine subsidiaries of the American 
and Foreign Power Co. which were na- 
tionalized starting in 1943, and which 
has long been the subject of negotia- 
tions between the Government and the 
company, is still pending. The company 
has offered to reinvest in Argentina the 
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funds which may be received in settle. 
ment—reportedly in a hydroelectric 
power project in the Mendoza area, 

Reportedly because of lack of finan. 
cing possibilities, the Government has 
been unable to proceed with its plan for 
a 700,000-kw. hydroelectric plant at E] 
Chocon, Neuquen Province, which has 
been projected for some time. 

The outstanding favorable recent 
development toward increased power 
facilities is in connection with the Goy- 
ernment-projected 600,000 kw. power 
station for the Federal capital. Plans 
for the financing and execution of the 
plant were successfully concluded with 


British firms, and work on the project | 


was started in March. The structure to 
be erected permits a future expansion 
to 1,200,000 kw. 


Coal Imports Cost 
$36 Million 


In 1957, Argentina produced about 
200,000 tons of coal as compared with 
imports of 1.2 million tons. Imports of 
coal cost the country the equivalent of 
some $36 million in foreign exchange, 
Prospects for greater production depend 
primarily on expansion of operations in 
the state-owned Rio Turbio mines, in. 
cluding the development of improved 
washing and port and transportation 
facilities. : 

Iron and steel imports constitute the 
country’s biggest foreign exchange drain 
except for fuel and machinery imports, 
In the face of Argentina’s serious bal- 
ance-of-payments difficulties, great em- 
phasis is being placed by Government 
planners on development of self-suffi- 
ciency in steel. 


Two large development programs are 
in progress, both of a state enterprise 
character. The foremost is an integrated 
steel mill being erected at San Nicolas 
by a mixed corporation in which the 
Government holds 90 percent financial 
participation. The plant is to have an 
initial pig iron capacity of 500,000 tons 
a year and rolling facilities for an out- 
put of about 1,000,000 tons of finshed 
steel. The San Nicolas project has suf- 
fered repeated delays since adoption of 
the development plan in 1947. Most of 
the financing has been worked out 
through official and foreign credits; how- 
ever, and beginning operations of the 
San Nicolas plant (on a partial capacity 
basis) are now predicted for 1961 @ 
possibly 1962. 

The second program underway it 
volves the establishment of a steel cen 
ter at Zapla in northern Argentina 
where the Military Factories Adminis- 
tration operates the country’s only e% 
isting blast furnaces. Two modern Diast 
furnaces of combined annual capacity of 
at least 100,000 tons are being added 
and are scheduled for completion it 
1959. Plans call for installation of a 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Non-Scandinavian tourists entering 
finland by personal automobile or air- 
gait no longer need a ‘“carnet du 
“passage,” effective July 1. Finnish cus- 
‘joms regulations were revised tem- 
_prarily to require no special papers for 
lyhicles brought in by Scandinavian 
\sitors and only international insur- 
mee on those brought in by non-Scandi- 
‘ vians.—U. S. Embassy, Helsinki. 
| Cuba issued a decree on June Il 
ganting a concession for construction 
of a luxury tourist hotel, on the site of 
lthe Jose Marti Juvenile Park in the 
| Vedado section of Havana, to the Antil- 
‘an Hotel Corporation. Under the 
\trms of the decree the hotel must have 
not less than 600 rooms and must cost 
not less than 15 million pesos for con- 
struction and equipment (1 peso= US$1). 
-U. S. Embassy, Havana. 








The 1958 World Tourist Conference of 
the Alliance Internationale du Tourisme 
will convene in Nairobi, Kenya, October 
5-18, according to the East Africa 
Tourist Travel Association. In the 4 
days following the conference the dele- 
gates will make a tour through various 
parts of East Africa.—U. S. Consulate, 
Nairobi. 





Morroceo’s first gambling casino opened 
formally on June 15 in temporary quar- 
ters in Tangier. Construction of a per- 





Indonesia Receives Tourist 
Group's Recommendations 


Proposals designed to attract more 
foreign tourists to Indonesia were rec- 
ommended to that Government by the 
second National Tourist Conference 
upon completion of its June meeting. 
Held in Tretes, in East Java, the con- 
ference was presided over by Sultan 
Hamengku Buwono IX. 


Simplified visa procedures and immi- 
}gation and customs clearances, relaxa- 
tion of export duty regulations for tour- 
st purchases and authorization for 
merchants to mail such purchases, facfl- 
lation of currency exchange and pro- 
vision of an exchange rate nearer the 
tlack market rate, expanded schedules 
i flights to tourist areas by Garuda 
jIMdonesian Airways, and provision of 
baggage allowances for 

ign tourists flying within Indonesia 
we among recommendations made by 


the Conference.—U. S. Embassy, Djar- 
karta. 
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manent building is to be started within 
a year and completed within 3 years. 
A wide advertising campaign will be 
carried on in an effort to attract more 
tourists to Morocco.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Tangier. 





A survey is being made in Istanbul, 
Turkey, by the Intercontinental Hotels 
Corporation, on availability of contrac- 
tors, equipment, and materials needed 
for possible construction of a _ hotel 
there. More detailed studies will soon 
be made by a team of engineers from 
this organization. Upon completion of 
this survey, the team will study more 
than a dozen cities in the Near and Far 
East, preliminary to construction of sev- 
eral hotels in these areas within the 
next few years.—U. S. Embassy, Ankara. 





Dominican Republic 


Extends TV Range 


The television transmitting system of 
La Voz Dominicana, the sole television 


* station in the Dominican Republic, is 


being extended to include the northern 
part of the country. Addition of a re- 
lay tower at La Cumbre in the Province 
of Trujillo, and of the transmitting sta- 
tion at Santo Cerro in the Province of 
La Vega, will extend the range of tele- 
vision reception for La Voz Dominicana 
to Haiti and Puerto Rico as well as to 
the entire northern part of the country. 
The new system is scheduled to be in- 
augurated on August 1, to coincide with 
the annual anniversary of the founding 
of La Voz Dominicana. 


A new transmitting station for the 
Cibao, OAK will operate on Channel 2 
at 54-60 megacycles. The Santo Cerro 
installation will include a 300 foot tow- 
er. Transmission will be relayed from 
Channel 4, La Voz Dominicana in Ciu- 
dad Trujillo, via Channel 9 in La Cum- 
bre, which is 50 watts and has a 200 
foot tower.—U. S. Embassy, Ciudad 
Trujillo. 





Tourists Carrying Guns to 
El Salvador Need Consent 


Tourists entering El Salvador are ad- 
vised to check with Salvadoran officials 
prior to attempting to take “sporting 
firearms” other than shotguns with 
them. Rigid control of firearms has been 
maintained by the Ministry of Defense, 
and tourists previously have been re- 
quired to secure a permit from the 
Ministry to enter with any type of fire- 
arm. 


Regulations instructing custom offi- 
cials to allow entrance of one sporting 
firearm and 50 cartridges as tourist’s 
personal effects as authorized by the 
Convention Concerning Customs Facil- 


Tourist Entries Into 
Nassau Rise in 1957 


Visitors to Nassau in 1957 totaled 
194,618, an increase of 39,615 over 1956. 
Approximately 175,000 were from the 
United States. The Colony earned $20.5 
million from tourism last year. An in- 
flux of tourists during the normally lean 


summer months encouraged an intensive 
campaign to promote summer travel to 
the Bahamas. 

Two new hotels, the Mayfair and the 
Nassau, will be ready for occupancy this 
fall, providing a total of 4,539 tourist 
accommodations in Nassau. Forty rooms 
have been added to the Hotel French 
Leave on Eleuthera Island, and addi- 
tional hotels are under construction on 
the Out Islands. Recently the Govern- 
ment appropriated £26,000 for construc- 
tion of an airfield at Abaco (1f= 
US$2.80). As tourist travel to the Out 
Islands increases, further development 
of facilities are expected. 


Over £1 million of Government and 
private capital was invested in tourism 
in 1957, investment in tourist facilities 
continued at the same rate during the 
first 4 months of 1958, and the: annual 
total of visitors is expected. to reach 
250,000 by 1960, according to Develop- 
ment Board estimates.—U. S. Consulate, 
Nassau. 





New Teletype Service Set 
For Surinam-Netherlands 


A self-correcting Teletype-Over-Radio 
circuits (TOR) system has been in- 
stalled between Surinam and_ the 
Netherlands. The TOR system conveys 
typed signs with correction of errors. 
When radio jamming threatens to muti- 
late a signal, an alarm sign auto- 
matically causes the intended signal to 
be repeated until it comes over correctly. 


TOR not only assures accuracy but 
also speeds up direct traffic, provides 
supplementary service for Radio Corp. 
of America’s North Atlantic traffic, and 
saves money for the Surinam Govern- 
ment. Remittances required by cooper- 
ating companies are lower for TOR 
service than for cable use. 


A telegram sent by TOR from the 
Netherlands may be received in Para- 
maribo about 30 minutes later. A cable 
telegram would take at least 2% 
hours.—U. S. Consulate, Paramaribo. 





ities for Touring, are being prepared as 
a result of ratification of the Convention 
by El Salvador on May 9. At least 2 
months will be required to prepare and 
effectuate the necessary regulations.— 
U. S. Embassy, San Salvador. 
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Spanish Railroads Plan Major 


Improvements in 5-Year Program 


The National Railways of Spain (Red Nacional de los Ferrocarriles 
Espanoles), popularly known as “Renfe,” has recently published a com- 
prehensive report on a general modernization plan. 

A major proposal of the report is a 5-year improvement plan cover- 
ing critical items. Period of accomplishment presumably would begin 


this year and end in 1962. 


The general modernization plan is a 
very ambitious one, estimated to ‘cost 
US$1.7 billion at the official rate of 
exchange of 42 pesetas to the dollar. 


5-Year Plan Estimated 
At $588.1 Million 


Although the time allowed for this 
gigantic undertaking is not specified, 
the 5-year improvement plan, estimated 
to cost US$588.1 million, is clearly 
outlined. 

® Major improvements proposed under 
the 5-year plan include the following 
items: 

2,017 kilometers of track renewal; 
2 million wood ties for general main- 
tenance; improvement of classification 
yards and extension of side tracks; and 
purchase of 50 main line diesel-electric 
locomotives, 162 diesel-electric switch- 
ing locomotives, 70 diesel-mechanical 
switching locomotives, and 218 electric 
locomotives for equipping 100 steam 
locomotives for burning fuel oil. 

® Other rolling stock contemplated 
to be placed in service during the 5-year 
program includes: 

10 long-distance light-weight passen- 
ger trains, 30 suburban passenger trains, 
11 Talgo trains with 15 locomotives, 100 
conventional steel passenger coaches, 30 
steel baggage cars, 100 steel cabooses, 
50 tank cars, and 10,000 freight cars of 
various types. 

@® In addition, the plan_ includes 
procurement of vacuum brakes for 7,000 
existing freight cars and replacement 
of trucks on 120 steel pasenger cars. 
Electrification of 119 kilometers of 
track also is included in the plan, plus 
construction of repair shops, warehouses 
and office buildings, and installation of 
modern communication and signaling 
facilities. 


Passenger and Freight 
Rates Would Change 


The 5-year plan, which would be 
financed over the next 10 years, would 
not place an additional burden on the 
Spanish treasury, according to Renfe’s 
President. Part of the cost would be 
met by revised passenger and freight 
tariffs and the balance by continuing at 
the present level, the Government's 
annual budget for the Renfe general 
modernization plan. 

Renfe does not propose to increase 
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passenger and freight rates in the usual 
manner. Passenger rates will continue 
at the same rate per kilometer, but 
with a minimum charge, probably about 
30 kilometers for all rides less than 
this distance. Freight rates, in terms 
of charges a ton per kilometer, will not 
be charged, but “service” charges will 
be added for use of the car and services 
of the railroad. 


Foreign exchange requirements of 
the 5-year plan are estimated as follows: 


3,194,213,000 French francs, 13,956,267 
Swiss francs and 21,283,221 U. S. dol- 
lars. 

It has long been recognized that the 
National Railways in Spain are in very 
poor physical condition and that ex- 
tensive rehabilitation and moderniza- 
tion is long overdue. Early this year, 
the Export-Import Bank granted a loan 
to Renfe of US$8 million and the 
Spanish National Railways now have 
applications pending with the Develop- 
ment Loan Fund for loans totaling 
US$24.3 million. The annual saving 
which would result from completion of 
the 5-year improvement plan is esti- 
mated at approximately US$59.1 mil- 
lion.—U. S. Embassy, Madrid. 


W. African Airways 
Raises Its Fares 


West African Airways Corp. was 
scheduled to raise its rates on July 1 by 
approximately 20 percent for all air 
travel inside Nigeria according to a cor- 
poration announcement. 

The airline is instituting excursion 
fares on various popular routes to com- 
pensate in part for the higher fares. 
A new excursion fare has been intro- 
duced on the Lagos-Ibadan route per- 
mitting a round trip flight for £2.0.0. 
(approximately $5.64). The ticket has 
a 7-day validity; the return half is not 
redeemable. 

Similar excursion fares have been 
established on 15 other routes including 
Lagos-Jos, and Port. Harcourt-Enugu. 
Kane and Kaduna are not included 
among the cities to which special fares 
are available. Validity of round-trip 
tickets on these various routes ranges 
from 7 to 15 days. 

In conjunction 





with BOAC, West 


% 
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West Indies Plans Use} 


Of Hydrofoil Vessels 


The Federal Government of the West! 
Indies is taking a keen interest in the 
possibility of using Hydrofoil Vessels 
for inter-island shipping. 

A shipping expert was assigned tg) 
witness trial runs of the vessel recently | 
in Barbados, following consideration of: 
proposals submitted to the Government! 
for establishment of a sea service by a 
fleet of these ships. His report will pro. | 
vide the Government with a technicaj 
appraisal of the suitability of the Hy.| 
drofoil for inter-island traffic as well as 
an idea as to its potential for operating 
a regular service. 

The Hydrofoil is an unconventional 
type of vessel, employing principles of 
both aerodynamics and marine engineer. 





ing. On attaining required speed, its ||’ 


hull leaves the water and the vessel 
skims the upper surface of the water 
at relatively high speeds, 
floats. This technique reduces both drag 
and bumpiness and increases speed 
horsepower ratio, and passenger com. | 
fort. The model demonstrated in 
Barbados was purchased in Italy, where 
a fleet of these vessels has been operai- 
ing successfully in the Sicilian Straits 

The 20-ton Hydrofoil is reportedly 
capable of carrying either 72 passengers 
or 20 passengers and 5 tons of cargo at 
a cruising speed of 35—45 miles an hour. 

One of the principal communication 
problems in The West Indies lies in th 
lack of rapid, economical shipping be 
tween the scattered units. This is a 
problem which inhibits the economic 
integration of the smaller islands in the 
eastern Caribbean. For some time, the 
Governments of the unit territories 
have been seeking ways to assist the 
transfer of agricultural products for 
consumption within the area from om, 
island to another, as well as for inter 
island transshipment of goods coming 
into the main harbors in the larger i 
lands.—U. S. Consulate General, Port of 
Spain. 





African Airways Corp. recently & 
panded its services to provide 2 flight 
a week between Lagos and Frankfut 
vit Kano and Rome. One of these flights 
is operated by BOAC and the other 
WAAC. Fares are £157.0.0 ist class, 
£104.0.0. tourist class one way; £282.120 
1st class, £187.4.0 round trip. 

BOAC is currently negotiating wilt 
Spanish authorities for the privilege d 
stopping over at Barcelona on flights 
between London and Nigeria. Howevel, 


according to a WAAC official in Lagos, fiviti 
agreement has not yet been ope ’ 


U. S. Consulate General, Lagos. 
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sd TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 
| Bombay Dock Made Into Tidal Basi 

——— 

| Cadiz Free Trade Zone om ay oc age intro fF iadi basin 
\| } Gets Storage Plant 
Se . be 7 aia ) Alexandra Dock, the most important of the 3 commercial docks 
Q eee ret private business: m- in Bombay harbor, was converted into a tidal basin on June 22, accord- 
S mais 3 neg sagen cath sr ing to an announcement by Port Authorities. 
| of Cadiz, Spain, was inaugurated - ° 
| on June 20. Decision to convert Alexandra Dock was taken because the storm 
= West} ‘The company, Factorias Oleico- gates, usually closed in squally weather, are out of commission owing 
VGUEEEERaeted contruction of 2 stor. | °°.% Minor: accident. 

Vessels it em sempre potas The gates have been thrown open and normally high tides which accompany 

= oils, with a capacity of 4 million the depth of water in Alexandra Dock the monsoon will recede in early Sep- 
ane to) kilograms. These tanks are con- will now depend on the tide condition, tember, Also, November is the danger- 
recently} d to a dock by 3 pipeli ie thn ied , , 
ati nected to a dock by » pipelines A high tide will permit vessels with a ous month for typhoons. A typhoon 

non off about 780 meters long for direct ould bab] he st t 
ernment discharge of the oil from vessels draft of 32 feet to be berthed; at other to 4 — ably aap the § roiggr gn 
echnical teh hatieaana Koreeeans. Working Berths Reduced to Six monsoon.—U. S. Consulate General, 
ped ly, storage facilities are planned Outstanding net effect of the conver- — 
peralieg! for a total of 12 million kilograms sion of this dock into a tidal basin, ac- 

| Sealy. will i as eee ro cording to the Senior Dock Master, has Transport Rates Go 

ventional stallation of its type in continental been a reduction in the number of work- U e S th Af e 
ciples of || Spain. ing berths from 17 to 6. These 6 berths Pp in Qou rica 
>ngineer- : 199" wi 
oe “t pene —_ ~~ hn pce sc still have a depth of 21’—23 with an An increase in railway rates, affect- 

. eeustruction oF & deodorizing plan additional 4’—7’ of water at neap tide. jng such goods carried by the South 
ie vessel | to permit import of semirefined were ; : : 
1e water|| vegetable oils for final refining The effect of conversion of the other 11 African Railways as gasoline, foodstuffs, 
1 stilted |/jq Spain. berths is as follows: No. 2 berth is out Coal, and farm products, were to be- 
oth drag | altogether, and is unsafe; No. 16 is a pcos ty May SS 
S Ss | ° . . . " 
we poo ; priority berth for East African ships; of Transport. The increases range from 
ated List hj J ffi R . 4 No. 3 has been reduced to a depth of 5 to 14 percent. 
ly, where Pr irarnic eorganize Ise"; aad Ge oe € berths have There have been 6 increases since 
n operat: On lj b M d : R samen hep craniined - — cg. 1949. The last raise in rates occurred 
1 Straits, isbon-Madeira Aun Most American ships calling at Bom- jn 1957 when increases of 2% to 10 
soe bay, particularly tankers carrying P.L. percent were imposed on commodities 
asec Aero-Topografica, Lda. (ARTOP) will 480 wheat, have a draft of 28’—30’. classified normally as low rate traffic. 
cargo at |Meeeed Aquila Airways as the sole car- These ships, except for the super tank- Passenger rates on trains will not be 
wal er of air traffic between Lisbon and ¢'S Which draw even more water, could (panged: however, internal air fares 
See 2 vege be berthed at neap tide, providing the d , : ba t i be 
unication Funchal, Madeira, beginning October 1. : oe “te ana excess air baggage rates Wi 
unk Master is willing to give the Port Trust increased by 10 reent. Also, there 
ies in the} As there are no land base facilities in a written statement that he is aware ; ; : - 

: . will be increases in harbor charges, 
pping be vadeira, ARTOP will use 2 Martin- of, and takes responsibility for, the fact excluding wharfage, grain elevator 
oe Wars hydroplanes on this run, Sched. that the ship will rest on the bottom. charges, and certain road transport 
‘ds in the |ueS Call for 3 flights weekly until such In tent pple aang Ses be in yates. 

. ime as the traffic load warrants an in- ™ud for / hour in the frst 22. However, ; ; 
time, the crease the bottom at Alexandra Dock is soft - In making his announcement, the 
territories This ’ silt and resting in up to 2 feet of silt Minister said the increases were neces- 
sist is concesion war granted for ig perfectly ane ee 
from om \litional time required to complete an It was planned to berth tankers carry- quired to pay special allowances 
for inter (import on the island of Madeira. ing P.L. 480 wheat at Mole Station, ranted to railway workers, which was 
is coming} The Portuguese airline, Transportes Which is the deep draft passenger retroactive to April 1. The estimated 
larger is |Meteos Portugueses (TAP), is the prime terminal at Ballard Pier, according to ost of these special allowances is about 
11, Port ot|f@eessionaire of the Lisbon-Funchal the local press. However, the Senior SAf7 million (1SA£=approximately " 

tn. TAP is authorized by decree-law to Dock prone 3 = oo mie Bm US$2.80). 
Ger into a contract with other car- Neers are skeptical of the feasibly © The present increased rates will have 
tly ex (itis for the exploitation of this conces- this arrangement. They do not think 4 particular effect on the farmers as 
ne {8 under conditions approved by the the wall is strong enough, and there are it wil] cost them more to send their 
Retr lara The former contract with Other technical complications. wool (a major export item now selling 
: quila Airways, a British company, and . . tad d price), mohair, meali 
flights wd , ct Repairs Mid-November at &@ cepressed price), af, CREE, 
_— yd een one with ARTOP, were ap- = Repai by ; a y : : and other products, to the coast for ex- 
1st class | y the Ministry of Communica- ecessary repairs on the storm gate port. Also, according to the Minister’s 
 £282.120 fons largely because TAP’s fleet con- of Alexandra Dock are expected to be announcement, there will be an in- 
, ~~ \itins no hydroplanes. Upon completion completed by mid-November. The mid- creased cost for storing mealies in ele- 
nea oy airport in Madeira, it is expected November date presumes that the ab- vators and for transporting fertilizer 
atin t TAP will ‘exploit the concession and machinery to farmers 
otal ot |; f e . 
ee welf. guese nationals. Officials of ARTOP re- The Union’s commodity control boards 
Howevts ARTOP was established in Lisbon in cently departed for the United States will be affected as they will have to 
in Lagi M51 for the purpose of carrying out ac- to take delivery of the 2 Martin-Mars pay more to transport products from 
reachea Wities related to topographic survey planes to be used on the run—U. S. farms to storage plants—U. S. Em- 
a "ork, The capital is all held by Portu- Embassy, Lisbon. bassy, Pretoria. 
I 
‘a Weelly HY 28, 1958 25 
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Brazil Assesses Marine Freight Charges 
To Finance Renewal of Merchant Fleet 


Brazil established an assessment on 
marine freight charges, effective May 
25, as a source of revenue for its newly 
created merchant marine renewal fund. 

The fund was set up to provide fi- 
nancial resources for renovation, ex- 
pansion, and recuperation of the na- 
tional merchant fleet and for develop- 
ment of a domestic naval construction 
industry. 

Instituted by Law No. 3,381 of April 
24, this assessment replaces the Brazil- 
ian Mercantile Marine Commission as- 
sessment of $0.10 a ton. 


Shipowners Must Collect Fee 


The new law providés that owners 
of any vessel operating in Brazilian 
ports must collect the merchant marine 
renewal assessment, based on net freight 
charges due, excluding taxes, in accord- 
ance with the shipping bill of lading 
and the _vessel’s manifest. This is ap- 
plicable to the transportation of any 
cargo leaving Brazilian ports in coastal, 
river, or lake trade, or cargo entering 
or leaving in foreign trade, except 
merchandise not subject to Brazilian 
tariff clearance and merchandise trans- 
ported on vessels of less than 100 tons 
registration. 

Amount of the assessment is 15 
percent on the net freight charges for 
cargo leaving Brazilian ports in coastal, 
river, or lake trade, and 5 percent on 
the net freight charges for cargo leav- 
ing or entering Brazilian ports in for- 
eign trade. 

Revenue from this assessment must 
be paid by the shipping company to the 
National Economic Development Bank, 
or its representatives, within 15 days 
after departure of the vessel in the 
case of coastal trade and exports, and 
after arrival of the vessel in the case 
of imports. Within this time limit, 
proof of payment to the Bank also 
must be presented to the local Merchant 
Marine Commission's office. Whoever 
receives the revenue from the assess- 
ment is considered to be the depositary 
up to the time of actual payment to 
the Bank and is civilly and criminally 
responsible under Brazilian law. 


Delay in paying the assessment can 
result in judicial collection, with a 
fine of 20 percent of the amount due 
plus 1 percent a month interest on 
the amount in arrears. 

The River Plate and Brazil Confer- 
ence has announced that when freight 
charges are paid in the United States 
or Canada, the merchant marine re- 
newal assessment must be prepaid. If 
shipment is from a U. S. port, the as- 
sessment must be paid in U. S. dollars, 
and if from Canada, in U. S. dollars 
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or their equivalent in Canadian dollars 
on the date of payment. On freight 
charges paid in cruzeiros in Brazil, the 
assessment is collected by the carriers 
and bills of lading must $0 note. 


Duty Exemption Granted 


The new law also provides that 
Brazilian marine construction or repair 
enterprises shall be exempt from im- 
port duties, excise tax, and other cus- 
toms charges, excluding the social wel- 
fare assessment, on machinery, spare 
parts and accessories, appliances, tools, 
instruments, and materials for con- 
struction, installation, expansion, im- 
provement, functioning, development, 
conservation, and maintenance of their 
installations, docks, shipyards, and slip- 
ways, which arrive in Brazil within 
3 years following the beginning of 
the validity of this law.—Diario Oficial, 
Rio de Janeiro. 


Rhine Valley Line 
Now AIl Electric 


Electrification of the 67 kilometers 
of failroad between Karlsruhe and 
Mannheim has been completed and was 
officially opened to traffic on May 31. 
With the completion of this portion, 
the entire Rhine valley line, 481 kilo- 
meters long, from Basel to Remagen 


has been electrified about a year ahead 
of schedule. 

Total cost of the 4.5-year Basel- 
Ramagen project amounted to 216 mil- 
lion German marks (1 mark=—US$§0.- 
238). Of this total cost, the equivalent 
of 140 million Swiss francs was obtained 
by the Bundesbahn as a 20-year loan 
bearing 3.5 percent interest from the 
Swiss Government (1 Swiss franc—US- 
$0.2334). Switzerland made the credits 
available because of its interest in the 
electrification of lines that link with the 
Swiss railways and are therefore in 
Swiss economic interests. 


With the West German Bundesbahn 
running an annual deficit of about 
DM700 million, electrification holds out 
some hope for preventing further de- 
terioration of its financial position. At 
present, 3,100 kilometers, or about 10 
percent of the entire West German 
railroad network, have been electrified. 
As a result of the changeover, local 
officials estimate that approximately 1.3 
million tons of coal will be conserved 
and that total savings on electrified 
lines average about 35 percent of costs 
after deduction is made for amortiza- 
tion of equipment.—U, S. Consulate 
General, Stuttgart. 
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“7 
Brazil's Port of Santos 
1 

Faces Storage Problem , 

With the continued shortage of | ci 
coastal shipping, cargoes destined from | ser 
Sao Paulo to the north of Brazil are ac. | | Gre 
cumulating in Santos warehouses at || Sea 
rapid rate. The situation is critical || erle 
however, only with respect to coastal an 
trade; foreign trade is not yet affecteg, | Ove 

Congestion in the facilities operateq } ani 
by the Cia. Docas de Santos ig s9/| -C 
severe according to the local press, that | |: the 
the company will accept no further de. ab 
livery of merchandise to warehouses re. 28 
served for cabotage. ger 

Santos trade sources state that some cap 
private warehouse operators are com. | 9,0 
plaining the accumulation of cargo jg || .«T 
so great that they can no longer serve || ves: 
tifeir regular export customers. Much |} and 
of the merchandise awaiting shipment || afte 
is said to be foodstuffs urgently needed || ope: 
in the drought-stricken northeast. spri 

In addition to the general shortage 
of coastal shipping capacity, other faa — 
tors appear to have contributed to this 
situation, such .as diversion of many Inc 
vessels to Rio Grande do Sul to receive Ne 
the wheat and rice harvest, and lack 
of adequate unloading facilities in the| The 
northern ports of Cabedelo and Forta- hydroe 
leza. ‘ 

The situation is further aggravated = 
by exclusion of foreign vessels from the Madra 
coastal trade. However, it is doubtfy| A ct 
that foreign ship operators would now | hydroe 
be eager to share this trade even if| poses i 
permitted to do so, since they would | Januar 
be required to remit freight earnings | 50 | 
on the free exchange market—not an | Mettuz 
attractive prospect at present rates of | voirs 1 
foreign exchange and prevailing cm-/ at . 
zeiros freight rates in the coastwide| jg ¢ 
trade.—U. S. Consulate General, Sa | sqwer 
Paulo. areas, 

therma 

Nordic Group Plans Power | ity a 

Development in Lapland | *sms 

Swedish-Finnish-Norwegian collabo dectric 
ration in developing the water power ut wil 
resources of Lapland, especially in the Consul, 
Torne-Kalix river system and its heat- 
waters in Sweden’s Lake Torne, was Gr 
recommended recently at a meeting it | 
Stockholm of the Nordic Council's com | © sré 
mittee on joint water power develoy) m, 
ment, augu: 

The committee suggested construction | August 
of a power installation at the easter) tent } 
end of Lake Torne, which would permit] tre a 
an overflow to run over the Norwegial | iteraf; 
border and cut into Rombakks fiord | ie Gr, 
where a second installation would | faye} 
built. fight. 

Combined hydroelectric output of this | Mllowi: 
proposed joint venture is estimated | The 
7 billion kilowatt-hours.—U, S. EM) tpecte 
bassy, Stockholm. fom L; 
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First Seaway Passenger 
Vessel Launched 


The first passenger ship for 
service between Europe and the 
Great Lakes via the St. Lawrence 
Seaway was launched in the Neth- 
erlands on July 12, according to 
an announcement of Great Lakes 
Overseas, Inc., agents for the Or- 
| anje Line of Rotterdam. 
Christened the Princess Irene, 
the vessel is 435 feet long with 
a beam of 60 feet and a draft of 
98 feet. It will carry 110 passen- 
gers, all in one class, and has a 
capacity of 8,526 gross tons and 
9,000 deadweight tons. 

‘The Oranje Line will place this 
yessel in service between Europe 
and the Great Lakes ports shortly 
after the St. Lawrence Seaway is 
opened for deep water traffic next 
spring. 











India's Water Shortage 
Necessitates Power Cut 


The cut in electrictity supply in the 
hydroelectric areas of Madras, India, 
was increased to 75 percent by the 
Madras Electricity Board on June 7. 

A cut of 25 percent in the supply of 
hydroelectric power for essential pur- 
peses in the State was first imposed on 
Jauary 15. On April 4, it was increased 
0 50 percent. Low water levels of the 
Mettur, Pykara, and Papanasam reser- 


wirs forced the additional 25 percent 
cut. 


As a temporary measure to meet the 
wer shortage in the hydroelectric 
weas, the Madras Electricity Board also 
imposed a 25 percent cut in supply of 
thermal power for industries in Madras 
ity and other areas on June 8. The 
thermal power saved in this way is 


| ed in areas which normally use hydro- 


tectric power. Duration of. the power 
tut will depend on the monsoon.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Madras. 





Greek Airline Inaugurates 
Israeli Flights in August 


The Greek airline, Olympic, plans to 
Maugurate air services to Israel on 
Migust 18, according to an announce- 
Ment by the Israel Ministry of Trans- 
tt and Communications. A DC-6B 
iftraft will bring representatives of 
ti Greek Government, journalists, and 
favel agents to Israel on the initial 
fight. It will return to Greece the 
ing day. 

‘The airline, belonging to Onassis, is 

to maintain biweekly flights 
fom Lydda to Athens and London, with 
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Nkata Bay Port Installations 
Opened Officially by Nyasaland 


New port installations at Nkata Bay on Lake Nyasa in Nyasaland, 
costing £94,000 (£1—US$2.80), were recently officially opened by. the 
Federal Minister of Transport and Works. These improvements re- 
portedly will increase the capacity of Nyasaland Railway’s lake service 
by enabling vessels to load and discharge cargo and passengers more 


quickly, thus reducing port delays. 


Floating Landing Stage Provided 


The installations, which have been 
provided by the Federal Government, 
include a floating landing stage, which 
allows ships and barges to moor along- 
side and unload direct on to the land- 
ing stage. By discharging and loading 
cargo at landing stage, Nyasaland Rail- 
way’s motor vessels Mpasa and Nkwazi 
are expected to be able to shorten their 
voyages substantially and that the 
length of time spent at Nkata Bay by 
the Ilala will be cut down as passengers 
will go straight on and off the ship 
without having to be ferried. to and 
from the shora 

A further saving in time would. be 
possible by working by night at Nkata 
Bay. In the absence of a public elec- 
tricity supply, provision has been made 
for feeding power to lights in the port 
area from the ships’ generators. 

Until now, Chipoka, the ,rail-lake 
transfer point at the southern end of 
Lake Nyasa, and Monkey Bay, head- 
quarters of the Nyasaland Railway’s 
lake service, have been the only ports 
on the lake at which it was possible 
for vessels to come alongside port in- 
stallations. Elsewhere, ships have had 
to stand offshore, and passengers and 
cargo have had to be transported by 
launch or barge. This is a slow process 
and in bad weather is an uncomfortable 
experience for passengers. 

A major difficulty in providing lake 
transport service on Lake Nyasa is the 
considerable fluctuation of the water 
level of the lake. A fixed jetty would 
only have a limited period of usefulness. 
The floating landing stage at Nkota Bay 
is connected to the shore by a Bailey 
bridge in two spans. The shoreward 
span is fixed and the other is hinged to 
conform with the fluctuation in lake 
level. This bridge leads to a fenced 
area, excavated from the side of a hill, 





one of the flights using Rome and Paris 
as stopovers, the second, Zurich and 
Frankfort. 


Swissair, according to a report in the 
local press, recently acquired 40 per- 
cent of the interests in Olympic, where- 
as 60 percent remained in the hands 
of Onassis and his family —U. S. Em- 
bassy, Tel Aviv. 





in which are situated a transit shed, 
stacking area for lake cargoes, and a 
shed for the Nyasaland Public Works 
Department. 


Nkata Bay Gets Priority 


Except for Chipoka, the Nkata Bay 
port handles more lake traffic than any 
other lake port. Nearly 50 percent of 
traffic on the lake passes through it. 
Because development in the hinterland 
of Nkata Bay is considerable and likely 
to increase, the Federal Government 
decided to give priority. for alongsid 
facilities at Nkata Bay. 

The Nyasaland Railways will collect 
port fees on behalf of the Federal 
Government to help defray operating 
costs.—U, S. Consulate General, Salis- 
bury. 





Ascuncion Borrows 
For Water System 


Asuncion, Paraguay, has borrowed an 
additional $2 million to complete its 
first water system. The Export-Import 
Bank of Washington and the Develop- 
ment Loan Fund each recently granted 
$1 million. 

The Eximbank’s million dollar loan 
increases the bank’s total credit to the 
Corporacion de Obras Sanitarias de 
Asuncion (CORPOSANA) to $8 million. 
It will enable CORPOSANA to _pur- 
chase in the United States additional 
construction materials and equipment, 
such as meters and meter boxes, in 
order to increase the number of service 
connections. 

The original Eximbank $7 million 
credit was authorized in 1954 to provide 
a 15-million gallon a day water supply 
and distribution system with equipment 
and materials from the United States 
together with construction services of 
Kaiser Engineers International, Inc., 
and engineering services of Rader and 
Associates. The project is about two- 
thirds completed and is to be finished 
during the first quarter of 1959. 

The $1 million Development Loan 
Fund credit, which will provide addi- 
tional local currency fost financing for 
the municipal water system, is needed 
because of a change in plans to provide 
serviees to a large number of consumers. 
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Fr. W. Africa Opens 
New Airport Terminal 


A new airport terminal with new 
access roads and a new parking area 
were opened June 17 at Cotonou, Da- 
homey, French West Africa, by the 
Chef de Territoire and the Minister of 
Public Works of Dahomey. 


With the exception of a starting fund 
of 5 million CFA francs ($24,000) pro- 
vided by the general (Federal) budget, 
the Fonds d’Investissements pour le 
Developpement Economique et Social 
(FIDES) financed these new works, 
which cost a total of 65 million CFA 
francs ($310,000) of which 25 million 
CFA francs ($120,000) were spent for 
the access roads and parking space 
and 40 million CFA francs ($190,000) 
for the air terminal. A new tower, tech- 
nical buildings, and a fire station, not 
yet completed, are included in the last- 
named figure. 


The new air terminal is a very mod- 
ern structure. The administrative sec- 
tions, such as customs, health, and po- 
lice, have been arranged to allow a 
maximum of passengers to be served 
in the minimum amount of time. Res- 
taurant facilities will enable passengers 
to have their meals at the airport in- 
stead of having to be driven downtown. 


Plans have also been made to extend 
the present runway, which is 1,550 
meters long and 45 meters wide (able 
to accommodate up to 60-ton planes), 
to 2,200 meters. New taxiways will be 
built on the northern and southern 
ends of this extended runway. The total 
area covered by this plan is expected 
to be 20,000 square meters. A further 
extension of the runway to 2,400 meters 
will be possible, if needed, by detouring 
the present Cotonou-Parakou railway 
tracks. 


The completion of the air terminal 
buildings and the runway extension will 
take another 5 years and the cost will 
total 575 million CFA francs ($2.7 mil- 
lion) to be financed by FIDES.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Dakar. 





Ship Construction Group 
Established by Brazil 


An Executive Group for the Shipbuild- 
ing Industry (GEICON) was created 
in Brazil by decree of June 13, to over- 
see execution of the Administration’s 
goal for installation by 1962 of 130,000 
deadweight tons of shipbuilding capac- 
ity. 

The group is composed of representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Transport, Eco- 
nomic Development Bank, Exchange 
and Foreign Trade Departments of the 
Bank of Brazil, SUMOC, Navy Ministry, 
Mercharft Marine Commission, and De- 
partment of Ports, Rivers and Canals. 
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Establishment of GEICON, which is 
patterned after GEIA (Executive Group 
for the Automotive Industry), is a logi- 
cal step following institution of the 
Merchant Marine Fund, the resources 
of which will provide the principal 
financing for the ship construction in- 
dustry.—U. S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, 





Netherlands Airport May 
Increase Landing Fees 


The management of Schiphol Airport 
in the Netherlands is considering in- 
creasing landing fees by 50 percent and 
charges for runway illumination by 25 
percent, according to the local press. 

KLM, as the chief user of Schiphol 
Airport (70 percent), would be hit hard- 
est by these increases. Schiphol’s man- 
agement contends that even should 
these increases go into effect, Schipohl 
would still be cheaper to use than any 
airfield in Western Europe. 


In addition to the increase in landing 
fees and charges for runway illumina- 
tion, the management also announced 
that it was considering levying a fee of 
1.50 guilders to 2.00 guilders for each 
departing passenger (1 guilder=about 
US$0.263). 

Schiphol officials estimate that when 
and if these new rates go into effect it 
will mean an increase of over 1 million 
guilders in revenue, of which KLM’s 
contribution will be between 600,000 
and 700,000 guilders. 

Air traffic at Schiphol has been stead- 
ily increasing and on June 28 a record 
of ‘sorts was broken. For the first time 
in the history of the airport the number 
of passengers arriving or departing by 
plane in a single day exceeded 4,000. 
The busiest airlines appear to be KLM, 
SAS, SABENA, and BEA.—U, S. Con: 
sulate General, Amsterdam. 





S. Australian Railways 
Will Be Standard Gage 


The South Australian and Federal 
Governments are negotiating for the 
conversion of all narrow gage railways 
in northern South Australia to 
standard gage. This will give South 
Australian shippers direct rail com- 


munication with Melbourne, Sydney, 
Brisbane, and Kalgoorlie, Western 
Australia. 


A survey is being made in Victoria 
as a first tep toward conversion of the 
Albury-Melbourne line to standard gage. 

The conversion will mark important 
additional steps in solving the historic 
multiple gage problem. Work began 
last year on the first such conversion— 
the line linking Sydney and Melbourne. 
It will improve significantly Australia’s 
costly rail transportation system, The 
latest projects will take 3-5 years to 
complete.—U, S. Embassy, Canberra, 


Japan-Chile Line 
Serves Hong Kong 


Japan’s Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK) 
Line, in June, added stops at Hong Kong 
and Keelung, Formosa, to its regular 
service between Japan and the west 
coast of South America via the west 
coast of North America, according to a 
company announcement. 


The line has operated in Chile for 
more than a year, and has included 
stops at Otaru, Kushiro, Yokohama, 
Shimizu, Nagoya, Kobe, Vancouver, 
Longview, Portland, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, La Libertad, Amapala, Punta 
Arenas (Costa Rica), Buenaventura, 
Guayaquil, Callao, Mollendo, Arica, An- 
tofagasta, and Valpriso. One vessel is 
dispatched each month, The vessels car- 
ry cargo primarily but also a few pas- 
sengers. 

Up to 200 tons of cargo—mostly 
manufactured articles, such as sewing 
machines and motor  scooters—have 
been brought to Chile from Japan each 
month. The most important exports to 
Japan carried by these vessels have 
been nitrates, iron ores, and copper con- 
centrates. Agent in Chile for the line is 
Compania Sud Americana de Vapores, 
Agutinas 1225, Santiago. 

The Kawasaki Kishen Kasha (KKK) 
Line also connects Japan and Chile. The 
agent in Chile for this line, which also 
operates about one vessel a month be- 
tween Japan and Chile, and carries the 
same types of cargo, is Duncan Fox y 
Compania, Huerfanos 1311, Santiago— 
U. S. Embassy, Santiago. 





Sales Agreement Signed 
For Colombian Railroad 


The Colombian National Government 
and the Department of Antioquia on 
June 30 signed an agreement covering 
sale of the Antioquia Railroad to the 
National Government. 

The agreement provides that the Gov- 
ernment will assume the railroad’s for- 
eign debt of US$6,978,260, and that the 
actual sale will be completed by Jan- 
uary 1, 1959, after 2 assessors appointed 
by both parties have determined the 
actual value of the railroad. The Na- 
tonal Government will pay the differ- 
ence between the assessment and the 
assumed debts in 5 percent Government 
bonds. 


Although many opposed the sale, the 
agreement allows the Colombian rail 
way system to become completely inte- 
grated under the National Railways, 
thus allowing much more efficient oper- 
ation. The privately owned Cucuta Rail- 
road will be the only line remaining out 
of the National railway system after 


completion of this sale-—U. S. Embassy,. 


Bogota. 
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a 
- Expansion of Israel's 
| Railway Services Begun 


Construction of the railway line from 
Beersheba to Dimona has begun, accord- 


ing to announcement by the General 
Manager of the Israel Railway. 


Immediately after completion of this 
stretch, work will start on an extension 
| to the Oron Phosphate Works in the 
Negev. The Beersheba-Oron stretch will 
| pe built at a cost of 1£13.5 million (1 
| [f=US$0.56). 

It is expected that within 10 years 
from now the railway line to Eilat will 
be completed. When this is done, the 
Negev line will increase the railway’s 
freight transport capacity by some 800,- 
00 tons annually. 

In summing up the present railway 
situation in Israel and making a fore- 
‘cast on its anticipated expansion, the 
general manager also revealed that the 
Israeli railways at present carry 5 
million passengers and 1.8 million tons 
of freight annually. To meet the rail- 
ways deficit, an additional 1 million 
tons of freight would be required. 


| Haulage Costs Would Be Lower 


Stressing the importance of the Negev 
railway line, it was further pointed out 
that it would considerably reduce haul- 
age costs, even for those who would 
continue to send their freight by road. 
The rate for road transport of freight 
is presently If 2,000 a ton from Beer- 
sheba to Tel Aviv, a distance of 110 
| kilometers, compared to If 3,400 a ton 
\fom Dimona to Beersheba, now un- 
connected by rail. 


Plans for development of the rail- 
ways include construction of a standard 
gage line to Zemach on Lake Kinneret, 
and engaging of an American expert 
who is to arrive in Israel shortly under 
| aispices of USOM/Israel, for the pur- 
| se Of advising on coordination of bus 
;and railway services. 

With inauguration of the railway line 
from Beersheba to Oron, it is also ex- 
pected that annual phosphate produc- 
tion will increase from the present 200,- 
0 tons to about 700,000, which would 
glarantee the profitability of this line. 
Other plans call for a general increase 
of freight services; 250 new freight cars 
have been ordered for this purpose. 
Moreover, it is estimated that the Israel 
Rallway’s capacity by 1961 will have 
iItreased to enable it to carry 12 million 


tases of citrus a year.—U. S. Embassy, 
Tel Aviv. 








U. S. copper exports in the first quar- 
lt of 1958 dropped sharply from fourth- 
Warter 1957 levels and were down sub- 

from a year ago, Business 
mi Defense Services Administration 
reports, 
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SUULAAAROOOTEANAEA EVEL HAD 


Austrian Airlines (AUA) inaugurated 
a new direct air service between Vienna 
and Rome on June 28. The service will 
be operated 3 times a week, leaving Vi- 
enna on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Sat- 
urdays at 2:15 p.m., arriving in Rome 
at 4:55 p.m. It will leave Rome at 6:05 
p.m. and arrive in Vienna at 8:45 p.m, 
This new service will bring the number 
of AUA services to five. All AUA flights 
are operated with Vickers Viscount air- 
craft.—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 





The Singapore Government’s plan te 
build a new $8-million terminal building 
at Paya Lebar Airport has been shelved 
indefinitely because of the poor finan- 
cial outlook for 1958. ‘ 

This decision has met with protest, 
however, from the International Air- 
lines Operators Asso., representing the 
12 airlines operating through Singapore. 
This group claims that facilities afford- 
ed by the present air terminal are al- 
ready strained and will be entirely in- 
adequate to cope with the jet airliners 
which will be put into service in 1959.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Singapore. 





A new air service between Miami and 
Buenos Aires, with stops in Tegucigalpa, 
Guayaquil, and Lima, was to be inaug- 
urated some time in July by Aerolineas 
Peruanas, S. A., according to the local 
press. 

The airline will use DC-6C type air- 
craft with capacity for 106 passengers. 
It plans to operate 2 flights a week on 
this service, probabaly on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays.—U. S. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires. 





Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd., on July 
7, increased its service from Singapore 
to daily flights to Hong Kong and 5 
flights a week to Bangkok. 

The airline had operated 5 times a 
week from Singapore to Hong Kong and 
3 times a week to Bangkok. Additional 
service from Singapore to Hong Kong 
and Bangkok became necessary because 
of increased passenger traffic between 
these cities—U. S. Consulate General, 
Singapore. :. 





Aerolineas Argentinas will increase 
its service soon between Buenos Aires 
and Asuncion by 3 flights a week, using 
DC-4 equipment. These flights will be 
in addition to those made in Aerolineas’ 
hydroplanes. 

Aerolineas also has announced inaug- 
uration of new installations at Barilo- 
che, Argentina, These installations, to- 
gether with increased service during 
certain months of the year, were 
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planned to promote more tourism to 
Bariloche. 

It is also reported that Transconti- 
nental S. A. will soon inaugurate a serv- 
ice to Bariloche, which will improve 
needed transportation facilities to that 
tourist center —U. S. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires. 





Visitors to the Union of South Africa 
must obtain an Aliens Temporary Per- 
mit from the immigration officer at the 
port of entry. They may be required 
to pay a deposit ranging from $20 to 
$400, although this deposit may be 
waived by the immigration officer if the 
visitor has a return or onward-journey 
ticket. 

Permits usually are valid for 3 
months but may be extended upon ap- 
plication to the Commissioner of Im- 
migration at Pretoria or to the prin- 
cipal immigration officer at Cape Town, 
Durban, or Johannesburg.—WTIS, Part 
2, No. 58-37. 


Ghana Railways Add 
Diesel Locomotives 


A further step in the conversion of 





’ Ghana’s railway to diesel power was 


taken June 18 when a G£600,000 order 
for twelve 750 hp English Electric loco- 
motives was signed by the Minister of 
Communications (1G£=US$2.80). 

- The new locomotives are similar to 
the 14 English Electric locomotives 
which have been in service since 1954 
and which were the first to be used in 
Ghana. The new order came only 2 
days after the signature of a contract 
with Henschel Werke, Kassel, West 
Germany, for 24 diesel locomotives and 
130 freight cars. 


The major difference in the new 
locomotives is in the controls, which 
will permit 2 locomotives to be operated 
in tandem. The Government originally 
wanted locomotives in the 1400-1500 
hp range, but the English Electric 
representatives felt that 80-pound rails 
and the condition of the roadbed and 
bridges made that size unsuitable. 


Delivery of the locomotives will start 
in about 12 months. A factory repre- 
sentative will come to Ghana to help 
place them in service. The English 
Electric Co. also has invited Ghana 
Railways to send technicians to the 
factory at Preston, England, for train- 
ing.—U. S. Embassy, Accra. 
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Forecasts for... 


(Continued from page 3) 


ery, showed growth rates of less than 3 
percent, the vehicle and electrical engi- 
neering industries, for example, where 
durable consumer goods account for an 
important share of total output, re- 
corded production gains of 6 and 7 per- 
cent. 


Output of basic materials and inter- 
mediate producer goods expanded rough- 
ly in line with total industrial produc- 
tion. In this sector, the chemical indus- 
try recorded a remarkable growth rate 
of close to 12 percent. Output of iron 
.and steel, at 24.5 million metric tons, 
was some 5 percent, and output of pulp 
and paper about 6 percent above that 
of 1956. The index covering lumber and 
woodworking fell short of its 1956 level 
by about 6 percent. Output of the so- 
called stones and earths industry, an- 
other building materials supplier, barely 
maintained the level of a year earlier. 

Building activity practically stopped 
expanding in 1957. In fact, the index, 
which however covers only the larger 
firms, averaged some 2 percent below 
that of 1956. 


The mining sector once again showed 
a below-average growth rate, i.e., less 
than 3 percent. Output of hard coal did 
not quite reach that of 1956, but crude- 
oil production in the Federal Republic 
expanded by more than 12 percent and 
iron ore mining increased by about 7 
percent, 


Industrial Sales Grow 


Industrial sales, at some 200 billion 
German marks, exceeded those of 1956 
by 7.5 percent. Price increases accounted 
for one-third of this expansion. The 
value of domestic sales, at 169.2 billion 
German marks, surpassed that of a 
year previous by about 6 percent, which 
compares with a growth rate of 10 per- 
cent in 1956. Export sales, at 30.4 bil- 
lion marks or 15.2 percent of total sales, 
also expanded more slowly than a year 
before, but the growth rate dropped 
much less than in the case of domestic 
sales, i. e., from 20 percent in 1956 to 
17 percent in 1957 (4.2 German marks= 
US$1). 

As before, major exports were in 
machinery, chemicals, vehicles, iron and 
steel, and electrical equipment and ap- 
pliances, these products alone account- 
ing for about three-fifths of total West 
German export sales in 1957. The share 
of export sales in total sales was again 
particularly high in shipbuilding, 54 per- 
cent; optical and precision instruments, 
39 percent; vehicles, 34 percent; ma- 
chinery, 33 percent; and chemicals, 23 
percent. 


Productive Capacity Expands 


Productive capacity of West German 
industry continued to expand in 1957. 
This expansion was slower than in 1956, 
according to unofficial surveys, yet it 
surpassed the growth of orders. Order 
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backlogs, which had been excessively 
high in certain industries, were reduced, 
delivery schedules were cut, and the de- 
gree of utilization of capacity declined 
in practically all major sectors except 
the food and stimulants industries. 


Estimates on capacity utilization vary. 
Industry as a whole in 1957 utilized 
about 86 percent of current capacity, 
with 90 percent of the maximum gen- 
erally considered the optimum accord- 
ing to the IFO Institute in Munich. 
Most consumer goods industries ap- 
parently were still at or close to the 
optimum, at least until early 1958. The 
situation in the capital goods indus- 
tries, except for those in which con- 
sumer durables account for a big share 
of the overall production program, was 
generally somewhat less favorable. 


In the basic materials and interme- 
diate producer goods sector, particular- 
ly in the building materials industries, 
below-optimum capacity utilization was 
more frequent than in any other major 
group. 


Worker's Output Up 8 Percent 


Employment in industry, which had 
increased by 8.5 percent in 1955 and 6.3 
percent in 1956, continued to expand in 
1957, but at a slower pace. It averaged 
7.2 million during the year, a figure 
some 3.3 percent above that of a year 
previous. Despite the further increase 
in employment, however, the total num- 
ber of hours worked in industry re- 
mained 2.5 percent below that of 1956, 
a result of labor’s successful drive for 
a shorter workweek and a simultaneous 
reduction of overtime work in line with 
the slower pace of expansion of indus- 
trial production. Thus, the remarkable 
8-percent increase in output per work- 
er’s hour was the decisive factor in 1957 
production gains. 


Total wages paid by industry in- 
creased by about 7 percent in 1957, as 
compared with an increase of about 14 
percent in 1956. In this slower increase, 
cuts in working hours and more modest 
growth of employment were decisive. 
Average hourly wages increased as fast 
as in 1956, i. e., by close to 10 percent. 
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The growth of total salaries paid by 
industry also slowed down, although not 


as much as that of wages. Wages ang 
salaries together in 1957 came to somg 
18.3 percent of total sales, a figure about 
equal to that of 1956. 


Industry Supports Economic Policy 





Industry’s attitude toward economic | 


policy continued to be characterized by 
support of the Government’s “social 
market economy’ principles. Industry 
holds that the tax measures of Jan 
1955 and October 1957 failed to ease tax 
burdens of industry to the extent re. 
quired in view of the need for further 
rationalization and advancement of 
automation. 


Early in 1958, the new Finance Min. | 


ister announced plans to change taxa. 
tion of personal and corporate income, 
and of sales, property, and capital yields 
in an attempt to assist, the middle class 
and to promote formation of capital 
and the acquisition of property by large 
groups of the population. 

Also, certain other issues which in 


past years had caused controversy now | 


seem closer to a solution satisfying in. 
dustry. For example, the Administration 
has recently intensified its efforts and 
worked out plans for the transfer of 
Government-owned plants to private 
ownership, a move heartily endorsed in 
industrial circles. Government am 
nouncements that moderation would bh 
applied in further social measure 
pleased industry, with industry spokes 
men pointing out that expenditures for 
pensions and similar purposes subse 
quent to the early 1957 social reform 
had already reached a level warranting 
close observation. 


West German industry strongly sup 
ports the Federal Republic’s politica 
and economic alliance with the West 
The entry into force of the treaties a 
the European Economic Community ani 
Euratom on January 1, 1958, have gen 
erally been considered the beginning 
of a new era. At the same time, leat 
ing industry spokesmen have noted with 
regret that, as yet, no agreement ha 
been reached on the free trade are, 
stating that without it Free Europ 
may easily be divided. As regards coop 
eration with less-developed countries 
West German industry stresses the neet 
for increased long-term export credilf 
and capital exports as well as for inte 
sified technical assistance. 

Industry leaders see no harm in & 
panding trade with the East. Howeveél, 
it is generally understood that the & 
change of goods between the Federd 
Republic and East bloc countries wil 
continue to account for only a 
fraction of total West German foreigt 
trade.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





U. S. copper-serap exports in the fit 
quarter of 1958 were down to 7,000 tom 
according to the Business and Defen# 
Services Administration, 
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| FOREIGN TRADERS, investors, 
manufacturers, and researchers. will 
find valuable information in the reports 
‘published by the Bureau of Foreign 
\Commerce in the World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

These reports contain data gathered 
by U. S. Foreign Service posts through- 
gut the world and analyzed, correlated, 
and supplemented by BFC country an- 
‘glysts and specialists. 


BFC Issues Twelve 
New WTIS Bulletins 


[] Basic Data on the Economy of 
Paraguay. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-48. 
pp. 10 cents. 


This report includes a description of 
Paraguay’s geography, climate, form of 
government, population, and economic 
status. 

Major subjects discussed are the pro- 
duction of principal crops, animal hus- 
bandry, forestry and fishing, the Gov- 
emment’s agricultural policies, land 
ownership, the handicaps to agricul- 
tural development, petroleum, mining, 
industrial production, power develop- 
ment, transportation, communications, 
ad insurance, 

Details are furnished about money 
and exchange rates, banking, and the 
lalance of payments; foreign trade, 
with a discussion about Paraguay’s 
@mmercial policy and the value of its 
trade, by country and commodity; and 
the country’s long-term program for 
economic development, with details 
about the work of financial agencies 
md the United Nations and the co- 
operation activities carried on by the 
United States. 


[Establishing a Business in the 
Republic of Ireland. WTIS, part 1, 
No. 58-49. 15 pp. 10 cents. 
‘In general,” this report begins, “Ire- 
presents a favorable investment 
timate. Its Constitution and its govern- 
Mental institutions are of a type famil- 
lat to United States businessmen, and 
country has a tradition of free 
Miterprise. Although a number of Ire- 
's industries have been sponsored 
the Government, this is an economic 


} 
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development, resulting from a lack of 
private capital, rather than the result 
of a political tendency toward national- 
ization.” 

Government policy on investment is 
discussed by forms of assistance, reg- 
ulations on ownership, mining laws, and 
the treaty of Friendship, Commerce 
and Navigation. 

Other principal items in this report 
are: Entry and repatriation of capital, 
trade factors, business organization, 
location factors, industrial property 
rights, regulations affecting employ- 
ment, taxation, and the double taxation 
treaty with the United States. 


[] Living Conditions in the Union 
of South Africa. WTIS, part 2, No. 
58-37. 10 pp. 10 cents. 


This report tells about the entrance 
requirements for U. S. citizens, such 
as the documents that must be pre- 
sented on arrival, the visitor’s tempo- 
rary permit, and the documentary and 
other evidence of ability to qualify 
for permanent residence. It explains the 
treatment by customs officials of per- 
sonal and household goods and pets 
and the regulations with respect to 
taking currencies in and out of the 
Union. 

Many details are given on the cost 
of living, on the availability and cost 
of housing and house furnishings, food, 
clothing, and miscellaneous supplies and 
services, Also discussed are health con- 
ditions, medical facilities, churches, 
schools, recreation, transportation, com- 
munications, and utilities, 


[] Food Regulations of the Feder- 
ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-38. 5 pp. 10 


cents. 


How the basic regulations vest con- 
trol in the Federal Government or in 
the three Territorial Governments— 
Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, 
and Nyasaland—is explained. 


Sanitary requirements in each of the 
three Territories are discussed, as are 
the Federation’s special regulations ap- 
plicable to dairy and other products 
and the food regulations of municipali- 
ties. Details are given on the marking 
and labeling of goods sold by weight 


or measure, goods in containers 
packages, and dairy products. 


[] Pharmaceutical Regulations of 
France. WTIS, part 2, No. 58-40. 3 
pp. 10 cents. 


France has strict and exacting regu- 
lations governing the _ importation, 
manufacture, and sale of pharmaceuti- 
cal products, this report states. Dis- 
cussed are the pharmacopoeia and defi- 
nitions; registration, fees, and analysis; 
the special provisions for the two cate- 
gories of pharmaceutical products 
(pharmaceutical specialties and prod- 
ucts under seal); import regulations; 
advertising and labeling; sales restric- 
tions; status of firms producing phar- 
maceuticals; and import duties and sur- 
taxes and other taxes, 


or 


[-] Patent and Trademark Regula- 
tions of Australia. WTI/S, part 2, No. 
58-42. 3 pp. 10 cents. 


Pertinent data on industrial property 
rights, i. e., patents, designs, trade- 
marks, and copyrights, and their pro- 
tection in Australia are given in this 
report. 


Australia and the United States have 
both ratified the International Conven- 
tion for the Protection of Industrial 
Property; thus each guarantees recipro- 
cal protection of the industrial property 
rights of the other country. 


[] Import Tariff System of Iraq. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-43. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 


This report gives Iraq’s bases of 
duties; method of payment of duty; 
preferential duties; customs excises; 
shipping documents and fees; trade re- 
strictions and prohibitions; units of 
currency, weight, and measure; and 
duty-free list. 


[] Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols ... Pakistan. WT/S, part 2, No. 
58-44. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


This publication supersedes Licensing 
and Exchange Controls, Pakistan, 
WTIS, part 2, No. 55-52, issued April 
1955. 

This report describes Pakistan’s im- 
port policy which is based on the eco- 
nomic needs of the country, taking into 
consideration the foreign exchange re- 
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sources and industrial and consumer re- 
quirements. In addition, up-to-date in- 
formation is given on Pakistan’s import 
licensing controls, on exchange controls 
on imports, and on export controls. Ex- 
port and import controls of the United 
States are also reported. 


[] Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols . . . Colombia. WT/S, part 2, 
No. 58-46. 3 pp. 10 cents. 


This report supersedes Licensing and 
Exchange Controls, Colombia, WTIS, 
part 2, No. 56-58, issued June 1956. 

This publication describes Colombia’s 
import licensing procedures, import re- 
strictions, exchange controls on imports, 
and export controls. U. S. controls are 
also given on exports and imports. 

In briefly setting forth Colombia’s 
import policy, the report states: “Since 
late 1956, import controls have been 
progressively tightened in order to re- 
duce the level of imports to a bare mini- 
mum. It appears unlikely that Colom- 
bia will be able to relax import restric- 
tions significantly for at least several 
years.” 


[_] Foreign Trade of Canada, 1956- 
57. WTIS, part 3, No. 58-15. 6 pp. 
20 cents. 

This report presents a_ statistical 
summary of some of the important 
aspects of Canada’s foreign trade. An- 
nual totals, 1936-38 and 1947-57, are 
given in table 1. Canada’s trade, 1956- 
57, by principal countries and principal 
commodities, is shown in tables 2 
through 6. Data on principal items in 
trade with the United States are pre- 
‘sented in tables 7 and 8. 


[] Trade of the United States 
With the Soviet Bloc, 1956-57. 
WTIS, part 3, No. 58-18. 8 pp. 20 
cents. 


A statistical summary of some of the 
important aspects of United States 
trade with the Soviet bloc is presented 
in this report. Annual data for 1948 
and for 1953-57 are given in table 1. 
United States trade, 1956-57, with the 
total Soviet bloc, by principal com- 
modities, is shown in tables 2 and 3. 
Principal items in trade with each 
Soviet bloc country are shown in tables 
4 through 13. 


[] Foreign Trade of Uruguay, 
1956-57. WTIS, part 3, No. 58-19. 4 
pp. 20 cents. 


This statistical review of some of the 
important phases of Uruguay’s foreign 
trade gives statistics for total trade and 
trade with the United States for 1936- 
38 and 1947-57, as well as trade by 
principal countries and principal com- 
modities for 1956-57. The principal items 
in import and export trade with the 
United States are also given. 


WTIS Reports Obtainable 
On Subscription 


Part 1, Economic Reports. $6 a 
year ($8.50 to foreign address). 


Information, by country, such as an- 
nual reviews of developments in eco- 
‘nomic sectors; reports presenting basic 
data on the economy; publications deal- 
ing with establishing businesses abroad; 
foreign laws and regulations affecting 
trade and investment; reports on trans- 
portation and transport facilities and 
on other utilities. 


Part 2, Operations Reports. $6 a 
year ($8.50 to foreign address). 

Reports, by country, on preparing 
shipments; licensing and exchange con- 
trols; marketing and labeling require- 


World Trade Information Service Order Form 


ah, Be Reaeenecerenee 
checked on the above [ist. 


Also enclosed is $...........00.....00-+ 
the following part(s) of the WTIS. 


[] Part 1—Economic Reports. 
[] Part 2—Operations Reports. 
(] Part 3—Statistical Reports. 


CORRE eee e eee eeeeeeeee 


individual WTIS reports 


for which please enter my subscription for 


$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address). 
$6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address), 





ee cectiatiinninitthienarnitaied eS 
Re Paeeee a 
ERTIES EES ES So ae 


See eee eeeereerereeeeees seececeee 


COROT ROR eK HERE EEE EE EE EE EE EES OEE REESE STOO EEE SESE EROES eeeceoees 


Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or 
money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents, 
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ments; pharmaceutical regulations; na- 
ture of import tariff system; patent) —— 
and trademark regulations; living costs | 

and conditions; other operational] infor. | li 


mation. 


A. 
measu 





Part 3, Statistical Reports, §¢ , 
year ($7.50 to foreign address), 

Foreign trade of the particular coyn. 
try (annual); monthly data on total eX. 
port and import trade of the Uniteg in cor 
States; trade of the United States with Pair 
about 10 major countries or areas (in. firms 
dividual annual reports); miscellaneous | ticipa 
statistical data. The 


New BFC Pamphlet a 
Cites Travel Data Feu 


wi 
Most United States visitors to Europe | Yugos 








in the peak season, July through Sep.| Pu 
tember, travel in groups of two or more 
as compared with the tendency in off. | autorr 





seasons, when most Americans travel! of Yu 
alone, according to a study of 1956 data | exhibi 
in Seasonal Patterns of United States, Par 
Travel Abroad, just issued by the Bu. | demo 
reau of Foreign Commerce. comin 


j 
This publication, which traces seq. mi 
sonal characteristics in the flow of| 1957 





American travelers overseas, ‘includes | eign 
detailed quarterly data for 1956 a * 
the first half of 1957 showing purpos ~ 
of travel as it varies with the seasons 
and as it affects the means of transpor. 
tation, and the type of accommodations 
used in traveling abroad. Exi 
Three sections—covering Europe and} ¢harg 
the Mediterranean area, the Caribbean 
area and Bermuda, and the Pacific and| tions 
Far East—also include such data a! lished 
are available for each area on the ust! Reg 
of prepaid tours and the number @!/ ¢EN" 
persons traveling singly or in groups Appli 
For example, “all-expense” tours made} the 1 
up 29 percent of all travel for pleasur| peay 
to the Caribbean area. The proportion party 
was greatest in the second and third dC 
quarters, when 36 percent of all visitor , 
to the area, excluding Cuba, chose such Li 
tours. I 
The new pamphlet, assembled by Fe 
BFC’s Office of International Travd Att 
leasec 
tional 
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from basic data complied by th 
Department’s Office of Business Econ | 
mics, also includes tables on length | 
stay periods by weeks. These compilt 
tions for the first quarter of 
reflect the seasonal differences in length 
of stay among travelers on pleasut 
business, and family affairs, among a 
and sea travelers, and among native 
born and foreign-born Americans. 


Copies of this new report may & 
purchased for 20 cents from the Super 
intendent of Documents, U. S. Govet 
ment Printing Office, Washington 3 
D. C., or from one of the Commert 
Department’s Field Offices. 
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IE Costs | . 

Vinte-| Zagreb Fair Features 
. $6 «| Measuring, Automation 
ir COun-| 4 special seminar and exhibit on 
Otal ex. ring and automation will be held 

United | jq conjunction with the Zagreb Autumn 
tes with pair September 6-21. United States 
eas (in- frms in these fields are invited to par- 
llaneous | ¢ieipate. 

The seminar is sponsored by an 

association of Yugoslav enterprises 
hlet and technical organizations knewn as 
JUREMA (Jugoslavenski Seminar za 
ta Regulaciju, Mjerenje i Automaciju) 
with offices at Fabkoviceva 1, Zagreb, 
) Europe | Yugoslavia. 
igh Sep.| Purpose of the seminar is to secure 
| information concerning latest develop- 
* more ments in regulation, measuring, and 
Y in off-| ,ytomation techniques for the benefit 
iS travel | of Yugoslav industry and to provide for 
956 data | exhibit of related equipment. 
d States, Participation by lecturers, equipment 
the Bu. | demonstrators, and exhibitors in the 
| seminar is invited. 
| This is the third seminar organized 
AceS Sea: | by JUREMA. Previous ones in 1956 and 
flow of | 1957 included participation of 22 for- 
includes | @ign lecturers from 7 countries—the 
1956 and | Netherlands, Great Britain, Austria, 
West Germany, Czechoslovakia, Swit- 
3 PUMPS | serland, and the United States. 
e seasoms| They were attended by over 240 
transpor- | Yugoslav engineers and technicians re- 
nodations | Presenting 73 domestic enterprises in 
all industry branches. 

Exhibit space is provided free of 
rope ad} charge, but a minimum charge of $300 
Caribbeat | jg levied on each participant for inser- 
acific amd) tions in the catalog which will be pub- 
| data #' lished by the seminar. 

m the ut! Reservations should be made through 

umber @| CENTROSPED, Vlaska 65, Zagreb. 

in groups! Application blanks are available from 

ours made) the Trade Development Division, Bu- 

r pleasure | teau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 

proportion partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 

and thid, D.C 

all visitors ; 

chose si “Liege International Trade 
Fair Attendance Climbs 
Although exact figures were not re- 
leased, officials of the Liege Interna- 
tional Trade Fair announced an attend- 
ace increase at the 10th edition, held 
May 20-26, of 15 percent over last 
year’s. This would bring the figure to 
m® estimated 350,000 to 400,000. 
As in former years, the 1958 Fair 
Was devoted to mining, metallurgical, 
mechanical, and electrical industries. 
There were 521 exhibitors this year, 
mpared to 441 in 1957, and the total 
Mace occupied by exhibits was 14,084 
suare meters. 

Products from 13 foreign countries 

Were on display either directly or 
through Belgian agents. Commercial 








rce Weekly 
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Attendance at Handicraft-Bakery 
Fair in Munich Disappointingly Low 


Attendance was disappointing at the combined German Handicraft 
Fair and the International Bakers’ Exhibit held in Munich from May 15 
to 26. About 310,000 people visited both fairs, some 15,000 less than 
1957 attendance at the handicraft fair alone. 


In spite of stable and declining prices, 
the impression of most observers was 


the fair’s commercial ‘success did not 
measure up to the volume of sales con- 
tracted at the 1957 fair. Manufacturers 
of furniture, garden furniture, textiles, 
clothing, and wool processing machines 
reportedly were dissatisfied with sales. 
On the other hand, more orders were 
placed for camping articles, upholstered 
furniture, artistic items, and sewing and 
washing machines. 


Demand for Machines Increases 


An increasing demand for machines 
and equipment for handicraft production 
and an indication the trade is making 
serious efforts to reduce costs and em- 
phasize mechanization was observed 
generally. Volume of orders for modern 
baking machinery increased at the 
bakery exhibit apparently for the same 
reason. 


Export orders fell somewhat short of 
last year’s results, and buyers showed 
a reserved “wait and see” attitude. 
Generally speaking, the handicraft fair 
reflected the slowdown of expansion in 
the West German economy. 


Approximately 750 of the 2,600 ex- 
hibitors came from 29 foreign countries 
including Austria, Bolivia, Czecho- 
slovakia, Denmark, Great Britain, Fin- 
land, France, Greece, Hong Kong, 
Hungary, India, Ireland, Italy, Libya} 
Liechtenstein, Luexmbourg, Morocco, 
Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Poland, 
Portugal, Rumania, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, Spain, Turkey, the United States 
and Yugoslavia. Only one U. S. firm 
exhibited directly, but numerous U. S. 
products were shown by local agents. 

The combined exhibitions occupied a 
total area of 55,000 square meters of 
covered space in 30 halls and tents. An 





exhibits came direct from firms in West 
Germany, Great Britain, France, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Norway, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. Products of West Ger- 
many, Great Britain, Denmark, France, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Italy, 
Sweden, Switzerland, United States, 
Lichtenstein, and the Saar were dis- 
played by local agents. The products 
of 13 American firms were shown by 
agents. 


The 11th International Fair of Liege 


is scheduled for May 16-25, 1959.—U. S. 
Embassy, Brussels. 





additional open air area of 10,000 square 
meters also was available for exhibitors. 


Exhibitors Prefer Separate Shows 


Exhibitors and observers frequently 
commented that the handicraft fair 
should be held only every ‘second year 
in the future because one year is too 
short a period in which to develop new 
and novel products for exhibit. Exhib- 
itors at the Bakery Exhibition were not 
too happy about the combination of the 
two shows and indicated that the non- 
buying public attracted by the Handi- 
craft Fair disturbed commercial activity. 

The 11th German Handicraft Fair will 
be held in Munich from May 20 to 31, 
1959.—U. S. Consulate General, Munich. 


Foreign Exhibits at 
Paris Fair Increase 


Approximately 3,000 foreign exhibits 
were displayed at the 47th Fair of Paris 
held in the Exhibition Park of the Porte 
de Versailles May 10-26, for an increase 
of about 400 over last year. Total ex- 
hibitors (13,000) fell somewhat short 
of the 13,320 participating in the 1957 
fair. 


Reported attendance of 3,886,520 fell 
short of the anticipated 4 million and 
-was less than that at the previous year’s 
fair. 


Countries having general national ex- 
habits were Austria, Belgium, Czecho- 
slovakia, East Germany, West Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Poland, Rumania, 
Sweden, Tunisia, Uruguay, and Viet- 
Nam. Italy had a separate pavilion but 
the others rented stands in the foreign 
section. The European Coal and Steel 
Community also had an information dis- 
play including publicity material and 
motion pictures. 

The fair was termed as reasonably 
successful although falling short of 
what had been hoped for by the organ- 
izers. Competition of the Brussels Ex- 
position was no doubt a large factor in 
drawing attention from the Paris Fair. 
Public and press interest was not as 
great as in former years because the 
fair occurred at a time of uneasiness 
over the foreign exchange outlook and 
during the strain of the French political 
crisis—U. S. Embassy, Paris. 
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‘5 Books 
““ Reports 


Stability and Progress in the World 
Economy. Edited by D. C. Hague. 
London. MacMillan & Co., Ltd., 1958. 
267 pp. $5. 

Five papers presented at the First 
Congress of the Interational Economic 
Association, with a discussion of each 
paper by various participants in the 
Congress, comprise this volume. 


Each of the five papers and its dis- 
cussion presents a different aspect of 
stability and progress. Sir Dennis Rob- 
ertson, United Kingdom, treats Sta- 
bility and Progress: The Richer Coun- 
tries’ Problem; Professor Jacob Viner 
of the United States, Stability and 
Progress: The Poorer Countries’ Prob- 
lem; Professor Francois Perroux of 
France, The Quest for Stability: The 
Real Factors; Professor Gottfried 
Haberleis, United States, The Quest for 
Stability: The Monetary Factors; and 
Professor Erik Lundberg of Sweden, 
International Stability and the National 
Economy. 

The book may be purchased from St. 
Martin’s Press, Inc., 103 Park Aveune, 
New York 17, N. Y. 





Thailand—Its People, Its Society, Its 
Culture. By Wendell Blanchard and 
others. New Haven, Conn. Hraf Press, 
1958. 528 pp. $6.50. 

Presenting a comprehensive picture 
of modern Thailand, this work covers 
the history and geography of the land 
together with a description of the pop- 
ulation and its customs and languages; 
government and political institutions; 
social organization, education, and cul- 
tural activities; and the economy of the 
country. The author, with the collabora- 
tion of six specialists, covers each topic 
in considerable depth. 

The publication may be purchased 
from the Taplinger Publishing Co., Inc., 
119 West 57th St., New York 19, N. Y. 





The Consumer's Food-Buying Habits. 
Paris, France. The European Produc- 
tivity Agency of the Organization for 
European Economic Co-operation, 
1958. 175 pp. $1.50. 

A report on an international study 
of food shopping habits in five European 

‘countries, this booklet gives some illus- 

trations of how sample survey methods 

can be used for that purpose, The re- 
port is based on information derived 
from interviews with representative 
samples of housewives. Austria, Ger- 
many, Italy, the Netherlands, and Nor- 
way participated in the project. 

Main emphasis has been laid on com- 
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parisons among the five participating 
countries, the facts which are common 
to all, and the light which study of 
these factors throws on some aspects of 
food retailing developments, presented 
in a summary and condensed fashion. 
Results obtained are expressed as sug- 
gestions and hypotheses rather than as 
final conclusions. 

This report is available from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 1346 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Washington 6, 
DA. 





Taxation in Australia. Harvard Law 
School International Program in Tax- 
ation. Boston. Little, Brown & Co., 
1953. 326 pp. $10. 


The fourth country study to be pub- 
lished by the World Tax Series, initiated 
as a part of the Harvard Law School's 
International Program in Taxation (see 
Foreign Commerce. Weekly, May 6, 
1957, p. 20), this publication is the joint 
work of the IPT staff and a research 
group in the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Sydney. 

Walter W. Brudno, Research Asso- 
ciate at the Harvard Law School, was 
responsible for the portion of the work 
undertaken at Harvard. K. O. Shatwell, 
Dean of the Faculty of Law of the Uni- 
versity of Sydney, directed the Aus- 
tralian research group. 


The introductory chapters give a 
comprehensive survey of the Austrialiap 
tax system. The major portion of the 
book consists of an analysis of the in- 
come tax, with separate chapters on 
taxation of business income, tax treat- 
ment of international transactions, and 
the additional tax on the undistributed 
income of so-called private companies. 
The special rules applicable to these 
closely held corporations provide an in- 
teresting basis of comparison with the 
tax treatment of such corporations in 
other countries. 


Other chapters treat in summary 
form taxes on gifts and successions, and 
the various taxes on transactions, such 
as the sales tax, excise taxes, customs 
duties, and stamp taxes. The book is 
fully documented with citations of 
relevant statutory and case authorities 
and include reproductions of the income 
tax return forms for individuals and 
for corporations. 


The law stated in this volume in- 
cludes the existing statutory law and 
the published decisions as of January 
1, 1958. Supplements will be issued when 
new developments make them necessary. 
How To Tap Capital for Investment 

Abroad. New York. Business Inter- 

national, 1958. 35 pp. $36. 


This report consists of a series of 
articles which recently appeared in the 
periodical, Business International, on 
the sources of capital, both domestic 


and foreign, available to businessmen 
for direct investment abroad. 
Under the headings: Public and Semi. 


Public Sources, Private Sources, ang’ 


Substitutes for Capital, the report de. 
scribes briefly twenty ways to find cap- 
ital abroad. Another section—Capita} 
Sources—discusses sources of invest. 
ment capital in Brazil, India, Argentina, 
the Middle East, and Pakistan. 

Local foreign currency loans under 
Public Law 480, and the ways in which 
these loans are administered in Italy, 
India, Brazil, Austria, Colombia, and 
the Philippines are described. The types 
of loans granted, the application pro. 
cedures of the Export-Import Bank and 
the U. S. Development Loan Fund are 
discussed in two sections of the report, 
while another section outlines the poli- 
cies and procedures applied by the In. 
ternational Finance Corporation jn 
granting its first four loans. 


The concluding section of the study 
describes briefly the lending policies and 


practices of 9 U. S. private investment | 


houses together with those utilized by 

52 foreign development banks. 

The Economy of Pakistan, J. Russell 
Andrus and Azizali F. Mohammed 


Stanford, Calif. Stanford University | 


Press, 1958. 517 pages. $8.50. 


The first comprehensive study of the 
great changes in Pakistan’s economy 
since the days when the countr¥ was 
part of undivided India, this book re. 
lates the economic story of independent 
Pakistan in 24 chapters covering de- 
velopments in agriculture, industry, for- 
eign trade, finance, communications, la- 
bor, and economic planning in the pe 
riod 1947-1957. 

In several of the chapters the very 
different problems of East and West 
Pakistan are treated in separate sec- 
tions. A special feature of the book is 
its 84 tables, many of which combine 
salient features of tables _ scattered 
through various publications. 

Dr. Andrus formerly was attached to 
the U. S. Embassy in Karachi. 





Economic Survey of Latin America— 
1956. A United Nations Publication 
Columbia University Press, 1958. 18 
pp. $2.50. 
Prepared by the Secretariat of th 

United Nations’ Economic Commission 
for Latin America, this report describes 
in some detail the more important ech 
nomic developments which occurred du 
ing 1956 in the region as a whole and 
for certain aspects of development, if 
particular Republics. 

The trend of economie growth & 
sketched showing the rates of growthit 
imports, exports, investments, and pte 
duction. The region’s exports of its pri 
cipal commodities is analyzed in rel 


(Continued on page 36) 


Foreign Commerce Weellf 


_ 


mm 2 








—— 


——— 





pa | Argentine a oo .0 


smen 


Semi- 


and 
t de- 
| cap- 
apital 
nvest- 
ntina, 


under 
which 
Italy, 


Russell | 


ammed, 
iversity 


' of the 
‘conomy 
try was 
Ook Te- 
nendent 
‘ing de- 
try, for- 
ions, la 
the pe- 


the very 
1d West 
ate seét- 
book is 
combine 
scattered 


‘ached to 


merica— 
blication. 
1958. 183 


it of the 
»ymmission 

describes 
rtant eco 
urred dut- 
vhole and, 
pment, it 


srowth & 
growth in 
_ and pre 
yf its prin 
d in rele 
6) 


e Weekly 





(Continued from page 22) 

| gdditional 150,000 annual pig iron capac- 
| ty and erection of a corresponding 
| solling mill by 1963. As far as is known, 
fnancing of the second stage of the 
| Zapla expansion program is not yet 
secu 

A promising new development was 
the public announcement in June by a 
group of leading private Argentine steel 
companies of a proposal to put up an 
integrated steel mill of a million ton 
capacity, which would probably also be 
jeated in the San Nicolas area. The 
investor group would hope to obtain 
much of the necessary foreign exchange 
\fmancing abroad. The local steel indus- 
| try calculates that Argentina’s real re- 
quirements for iron and steel are 
considerably higher than present con- 
sumption and that demand would sur- 
pass 3 million tons a year within a brief 
| period if ample supply were at hand. 
President Frondizi has given public en- 
dorsement in principle to the private 
jnvestor’s proposal. 


Program in. Agriculture 
Yet To Be Carried Out 


There is currently an air of: expect- 
| any in agricultural circles concerning 
the implementation of programs prom- 
jed during the recent political cam- 
paign. The principal of these are: (1) 
settlement of land tenure problems, 
wih special emphasis on “colonos” 
(homesteaders), (2) price supports on 
livestock, (3) granting of more import 
permits for agricultural machinery and 
equipment, and (4) improved farm-to- 
market roads. The new Government has 
| as yet taken no major steps to imple- 
ment these programs. 


Farm Exports 
Reported 


The latest export statistics available 
| indicate that 1958 exports of meat are 
| ahead of those. of the previous year. 
| During the first 3 months of 1958, meat 
exports amounted to 165,100 metric 
tons, valued at $68.6 million, compared 
to 154,600 tons in the same period of 
1957, valued at $63.0 million. Wool ex- 
prts in January-March 1958 amounted 
to 24,800 tons, valued at $27.3 million, 
compared to 38,600 tons ($51.2 million) 
inthe same three months of 1957. 


The movement of cereal grains has 
ben very slow. Planting of the 1958/59 
top is in progress but despite increased 

prices, seems to be proceeding at 
thout the same rate as last year. It is 
doubtful whether the acreage devoted 
tocereal crops will exceed the 15.5 mil- 
lion hectares planted in 1957/58. 

On the other hand, vegetable oils, 
tiwhich there is a considerable export 
irplus, have been moving at a brisk 
Mile, It is expected that the 1958/59 
Wanting to these crops will be heavy. 
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The cotton crop, the harvest of which 
was brought to a close by heavy frosts 
in late May, should yield about 150,000 
metric tons, which is about the largest 
crop in Argentine history. 

Trade statistics show that exports 
of grains and linseed in the first three 
months of 1958 amounted to 991,600 
tons, valued at $49.0 million, compared 
to 1,277,000 tons ($70.3 million) in Jan- 
uary-March 1957. 


Transportation Systems Remains 
A Handicap 


The inadequacy of Argentina’s trans- 
portation system continues as a major 
handicap in the country’s economic prog- 
ress and in the expansion of the gross 


‘national product. This lack of transport 


facilities has been keenly felt in prac- 
tically all fields of production—agricul- 
ture, petroleum, mining, and industry. 
In railroad transportation, which is 
most important to the country’s econ- 
omy, little was accomplished during 
the last quarter that added'to the ade- 
quacy of available facilities. Steady 
progress has been made, however, in 
repairing and improving the highways 
which are becoming more essential in 
the country’s economy, especially in 
short hauls. 


Labor Union Control 


Debated 


The democratic union leaders do not 
want government intervention in union 
affairs, and particularly a Confedera- 
cion General de Trabajo (CGT) con- 
trolled by Peronists with democratic 
elements participating but without any 
influence or control. The democratic 
union leaders have indicated that they 
will fight in the courts and in the con- 
gress to defeat any effort on the part 
of the Government to “normalize” the 
CGT through new union elections.— 
U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Colombian Imports ... 


(Continued from page 5) 


the free dollar which has ever been 
reached. 


Expansion Expected In 
Means of Payment 


Total means of payment dropped 
slightly during May, reflecting the two- 
point increase in bank reserve require- 
ments which took place during the 
month, as well as income tax payments. 
This decrease would have been much 
larger were it not for the primary 
expansion of the money supply through 
Central Bank loans to the National 
Coffee Federation to finance the with- 
holding of coffee and the banking sys- 
tem’s utilization of the small remaining 
amount of excess reserves. The outlook 
for June, however, did not look favor- 
able. It appears that at Jeast 88 million 
pesos were loaned to the National Coffee 


Federation to finance retention of the 
coffee crop during June. 


Even if present controls are main- 
tained in force, a significant primary 
expansion of. the means of payment may 
appear during the rest of the year. 
Utilization of $39 million of the Exim- 
bank loan could produce a contraction 
of 265 million pesos, but this will be 
more than offset by continuing Central 
Bank loans for coffee retention and the 
fiscal deficit. The deficit under the 
original budget for the National Gov- 
ernment and independent agencies was 
first calculated by monetary specialists 
as approximately 300 million pesos, but 
it now appears that at least 200 million 
pesos more will be appropriated for 
which there are no new revenues. 

The Central Bank’s foreign exchange 
reserves at the end of June, $1188 
million, showed an apparent increase 
over the level at the end of May, $114.9 
million. 


Coffee Shipments Increase 


During the first 3 weeks of June 
the National Coffee Federation firmly 
maintained its minimum export price 
for coffee of $81 per bag of 70 kilo- 
grams f. o. b. despite the outspoken 
opposition of most growers and export- 
ers. Finally, however, under increasing 
pressure from exporters the Federation 
announced on June 23, that it would 
approve the registration of export con- 
tracts with sales price as low as $79.50. 
The immediate result of this new price 
flexibility was a sharp increase in coffee 
shipments. 

The local press continues to devote 
considerable space to news of the activi- 
ties and meetings of the International 
Coffee Study Group in Washington. 
However, the general tone of the more 
recent articles seems somewhat less 
optimistic than the earlier reports, and 
local coffee circles appear to be less 
confident that a satisfactory solution 
to the coffee problem will be forth- 
coming. 


June Industrial Activity 
Fair-to-Good 


Industrial activity for June generally 
maintained the fair-to-good pace char- 
acteristic of the past 6 months. Un- 
employment is estimated to have re- 
mained unchanged and is described by 
an official of an industrial organization 
as not critical but troublesome in cer- 
tain sectors of the country, particularly 
in areas affected by banditry and vio- 
lence. . 

The country’s only major. strike, at 
the rubber products factory of Croyden 
del Pacifico, S. A., of Cali, was finally 
settled after a month long walkout by 
1,500 employees. Workers dramatized 
their position during the last days before 
settlement was reached by going on a 
hunger strike in front of the plant. 

Cement production increased some- 
what and reached the monthly produc- 
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tion average of 1957. Other industries, 
including chemical, pharmaceutical, tex- 
tile, and rubber products reported pro- 
duction normal and sales good. Con- 
struction was still the weak link in the 
economy. Sales of reinforcing rods by 
Paz del Rio steel works were reported 
by the newspapers to be off 80 percent, 
although demand for other steel prod- 
ucts, including angles and wire forms, 
was said to be increasing steadily. 


Domestic Business Described 
Again Fair 

Domestic business activity in Colom- 
bia during June was again fair with 
some firms reporting a small increase 
in sales and others registering a slight 
decrease. Inventory stocks are normal, 
although some outlets attempt to main- 
tain their stocks at a high level in 
order to be prepared for reductions 
in local production or import restric- 
tions which might cut off their flow of 
merchandise.—U. S. Embassy, Bogota. 


Austnion GNP... 


(Continued from page 2) 


to confidence generated by the rapid im- 
provement of the Austrian economy, the 
stability of the currency, the unification 
of exchange rates, and a balanced budg- 
et, as well as the agreements reached 
with foreign creditors on settlement of 
Austria’s prewar debts (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Dec. 30, 1957, page 6; 
and April 7, 1958, page 3). 

In addition, he emphasizes that post- 
war grants-in-aid, primarily from the 
United States, had helped Austria to es- 
tablish a viable economy without bur- 
dening the country with additional debt 
servicing. 

Although favorable new loan agree- 
ments have been negotiated recently 
with the World Bank, the Import-Ex- 
port Bank and Swiss bankers, Austria 
suffers from a structural deficiency of 
capital and must continue to attract 
foreign capital, the Minister states. 
Lately Austria has established contacts 
with U. S. banking and investment cir- 
cles to explore the possibility of launch- 
ing an Austrian bond issue in the United 
States.—U. S. Embassy, Vienna, 


New Books... - 


(Continued from page 34) 
tion to commodity markets and terms 
of trade. 

A large part of the report is devoted 
to a detailed discussion of production 
trends in the main sectors of the econ- 
omy—agriculture, industry, mining, and 
power, An annex to the report includes 
a timely study of the impact of the 
crisis in the Middle East on South 
America’s supplies of petroleum and its 
derivatives, and two special studies— 
one on the effects of postwar industrial- 
ization on import structures and the 
other on labor and land productivity— 
complete the work. 


- 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





German Plastics Output Rises Sharply 


By all counts the German plastics industry scored another record 


in 1957. 


It produced 588,721 metric tons of raw plastics, an increase of 
92 percent over the previous year. This was about the same increment 
_jnerease as 1956 against 1955. The giant Badische Anilin- und Soda- 
fabriken (BASF) accounted for 28 percent of German raw plastics 


| production. 
Production Rise Spectacular 


Progress in plastics production has 
heen impressive, with total production 


‘in the years 1951 through 1957 increas- 
ing by 350 percent. Production of poly- 
merization products in that period in- 
geased 500 percent and now ‘accounts 
for almost one-half of total plastics out- 
pit. Approximately 10 percent of the 
Federal Republic’s steel consumption 
has been replaced by plastics today, 
ad development may extend to other 
metals. 

Within the-framework of the chemical 
industry the plastics group maintained 
is predominant position. Total sales 
for the plastics group in 1957 were 1.65 
billion German marks (4.2 German 
Although West Ger- 
man production volume is substantially 
telow that of the United States, it easily 
wtpaces its next closet competitior, 
Great Britain. The Federal Republic 
produces 15 percent of the world’s raw 
plastics, the United States, 50 percent. 
Annual per capita output, however, is 
the same (10 kilograms) for both 
countries. 


laminated Insulation Products Up 


Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) production, 
host important in the category of poly- 
merization, products, rose 23 percent to 
%000 tons, with the rise attributed 
mainly to increased capacity. Polyvinyl 
wetate and its products, alcohol and 


Metals, were reported to have increased 


iistantially. Polystyrene production 
was stepped up to 40,000 tons from the 
186 level of 25,000 tons. Production of 
fam polystyrene showed good gains. It 
Sused for heat and sound insulation 
mi utilizes “sandwich” construction, 
which a foam polystyrene interior is 
tered on one side by a polyester rein- 
led with glass fibers and on the other 
tie by a decorative laminate, such as 
Polyacrylate and  polyme- 
terylate production advanced to 16,- 
W tons in 1957 (14,000 tons during 
6). Production of the polyolefins, 
thich includes polyethylene, polyiso- 
e, and the polyfluorocarbons, was 

to 31,000 tons in 1957, better 














a 50 percent increase over the 
Revions year. 
| Production capacities for polyethylene, 
expanded in 1956 and 1957, were 
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not fully utilized. Cheaper imports from 
the United States, as a result of excess 
polyethyene capacities there, were con- 
sidered to be the reason for this develop- 
ment. 


Biggest production gains in conden- 
sation products were registered by the 
polycondensation and polyaddition 
group, including the polyamides, poly- 
urethanes, polyester resins, and _ the 
silicones. This group, ‘mostly the con- 
cern of the largest chemical firms, 
amounted to 37,500 tons in 1957 (26,000 
tons in 1956). A continued upward 
trend in production of the polyamides 
and polyurethanes is expected. 


Transparent Packaging Increases 


Benefitting from the much higher 
demand for transparent packaging ma- 
terial, production of plastics made from 
cellulose derivates, the oldest type of 
such materials, rose by 23 percent to 
79,000 tons. Increase in celluloid pro- 
duction (4,832 tons against 4,351 tons in 
1956) is ascribed to fashionable influ- 
ences (manufacture of hair brooches, 
etc.). Production of nitrocellulose re- 
mained at the previous year’s level 
(15,000 tons), primarily because of 
growing. competition from _ polyester 
resins as furniture lacquers. 

An estimated 6,000 tons of unsatu- 
rated polyester resins were produced in 
1957 (4,000 tons in 1956), 65 percent 
for roofing and glazed panels. Con- 
sideration was given to the mass produc- 
tion of automobile bodies out of this 
material. 
last year made the attempt on a modest 
scale, but discontinued tests when they 
proved unsuccessful. 


Plastics processors upped their 1957 
deliveries and sales substantially over 
1956. According to the Federal Statiscal 
Office, plastics processing rose 27 per- 
cent last year in contrast to the 7.5 
percent increase for the whole of West 
German industrial production. Sales 
soared 400 million German marks (up 
36 percent) to a total of 1.58 billion 
marks. These figures evidence the in- 
cursion of plastics into industries which 
haye hereofore processed other mater- 
ials. ; 


New Fields Opened Up 


Plastics packing now accounts for 
more than 10 percent of the output of 


One auto manufacturer early 


the plastics processing industry. 
Though at much smaller levels,. utiliza- 
“tion of plastics in the shoe industry 
doubled last year and illustrates the 
adaptation of plastics into fields scarce- 
ly touched several years ago. The same 
can be said for the processing of plastics 
into pipes, hoses, and profiles, which 
increased 63 percent. 

The actual number of firms engaged 
in plastics processing is estimated to be 
between 2,000 and 3,000. In 1956, 80 
percent of sales were by firms engaged 
in plastics processing. Last year this 
figure dropped to 75 percent. Thus, 
enterprises for which plastic processing 
is not predominant are increasing their 
share of the market. 

Prices of processed plastics remained 
almost unchanged in 1957.. As measured 
by the producer price index (1956=100) 
the plastics processing level stood at 
95 the end of the year, 1.1 percent above 
1956. For German industry as a whole, 
prices advanced 2.5 percent. 


Exports Expand Over 33 Percent 


Raw plastics exports totaled 145,356 
metric tons last year and accounted for 
about one-fourth total production. This 
was a 32 percent increase over 1956 
exports. 

The bulk of all exports, 69 percent, 
was in the polymerization group, where 
exports were up one-third over 1957. 
Condensation products comprised 20 per- 
cent of the total volume of exports, 
and cellulose derivatives 10 percent. 

Western Europe bought almost two- 
thirds of Germany’s raw plastics ex- 
ports. Great Britain’s purchases swelled 
from 24.1 million marks to 37.3 million 
marks in 1957 to carry it from sixth 
to first place as Germany’s leading 
customer, the position it held in 1955. 
Other heavy purchasers were the 
Netherlands with purchases of 37,014,- 
000 marks, Austria-34,168,000 marks, 
Switzerland-32,628,000 marks, Italy-32,- 
166,009 marks, France-31,279,000 marks, 
Sweden-30,636,000 marks, and Belgium- 
27,216,000 marks. 


Bloc Imports Gain 68 Percent 


Exports to Soviet bloc countries in- 
creased 68 percent to a total of 31,058,- 
000 marks, of which 40 percent went 
to Poland and Czechoslovakia. Bloc pur- 
chases amounted to 6 percent of total 
exports. United States purchases in- 
creased at the rate of 50 percent to 
the level of 17.3 million marks, 83 per- 
cent of which were polymerization 
products. 

Argentina and Venezuela were the 
leading buyers in the Latin American 
market, which bougkt 30,711,000 marks 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Radio Production Starts in Korea 


Assembly of radio receivers in the Republic of Korea totaled over 
2,000 units in 1957. Volume in 1958 has been projected at approximately 
1,000 units monthly. Previously imported parts generally were used in 
the assembly of receivers, but future production is expected to in- 
corporate domestically produced parts, such as wood and plastic cabinets, 
chassis, dials, plugs, cords, knobs, coils, low-wattage carbon resistors, 
and possibly paper capacitors, variable capacitors, tube sockets, and 


loudspeakers more and more. 


Europe Expanding Supply Source 


Indications are that prospective as- 
semblers or manufacturers tend to look 
toward European sources for supplies 
of imported parts, inasmuch as United 
States producers are said to have been 
reluctant to license their products for 
assembly in Korea. 


The ROK Government's Office of Pub- 
lic Information is reporting to be co- 
operating in~a plan to reduce the cost 
of receivers to consumers by distribution 
at wholesale prices through the Govern- 
ment broadcasting stations. Desirability 
of expanding radio usage is widely 
recognized as a medium for news dis- 
semination, promoting education, instill- 
ing a sense of responsibility for nation- 
al affairs, and aiding the Republic to 
develop into a well integrated, mature 
political entity supported by a citizenry 
well informed on national policies. 


Radio Imports Advance Sharply 


Consumption of radio receivers can- 
not be ascertained definitely because 
substantial quantities enter and leave 
the country in the hands of transient 
population, including civilian travelers 
and the military services. It is believed, 
however, that at least 25,000 foreign- 
made radio receivers have been absorbed 
annually in recent years. Recorded im- 
ports of radios and parts in 1957 were 
valued at $167,200, compared with 
$78,200 in 1956 and $150,900 in 1955. 

Total number of radio receivers in 
operation is unofficially estimated at a 
minimum of 165,000. About 650 TV 
receivers are used by the Korean public 
for reception of telecasts from 1 private- 
ly owned station and 4 Armed Services 
transmitters. These estimates exclude 
UN and other foreign personnel. Thirty- 
four radio stations were in operation 
in South Korea in October 1957, includ- 
ing 23 South Korean Government sta- 
tions, 9 Armed Forces stations, and 2 
privately owned.—U. S. Embassy, Seoul. 





U. S. exports of vegetable food prod- 
ucts and beverages in May rose from 
$166.5 million to $172 million, according 
to the Bureau of the Census. 

The rise was due to sizable increases 
in exports of refined vegetable oils and 
grain sorghums which were partly offset 
by declines in exports of wheat, milled 
rice, and corn. 
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German Plastics .. . 


(Continued from page 37) 
worth compared to the previous year’s 
purchases of 20,504,000 marks. 
Processed plastics are exported in 


smaller quantities than raw plastics be- 
cause so many countries have processing 
facilities of their own. Last year such 
exports amounted to 235,700,000 marks, 
up 32 percent over 1956. 

On a percentage basis, imports of raw 
plastics increased more than exports. 
Value and tonnage were up 44 percent 
to 41,548 tons, worth 129,120,000 marks, 
of which polymerization products ac- 
counted for about two-thirds by volume. 
The United States supplied almost one- 
third of these products. Condensation 
product imports were 41 percent (led 
by the United States) and cellulose 
products dropped 7 percent. Processed 
plastic imports were insignificant. 


No particularly startling developments 
occurred in the German plastics indus- 
try last year, although continued ex- 
pansion of polyethylene capacities was 
followed in the trade with much 
interest. 


Expansion Prospects Auspicious 


Although the incremental expansion 
of West German plastics production and 
sales may be less than last year, it will 
probably exceed that of industry in gen- 
eral. Future prospects for production 
of plastics therefore remain favorable. 
Future growth in production can be ex- 
pected not only from the huge invest- 
ments being made by the chemical 
industry, but from intensive research 
in the field of high-molecular substances. 
No raw materials shortages are antici- 
pated this year. Production of poly- 
ethylene and polyesters will probably 
continue to rise, with condensation 
products production probably expand- 
ing at a slower rate. Prices will probably 
show a slight declining tendency be- 
cause of increased output, foreign com- 
petition abroad, and import liberaliza- 
tion measures, Profit margins may nar- 
row in the process. 


Copies of a consular report giving 
further details on new developments” in 
the German plastics industry are avail- 
able on a loan basis from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Duesseldorf. 
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Hides, Skins Output 
Lower in S. Africa 


South Africa’s production of hides 
and skins totaled 11,085,289 -units in 
1957, compared with 11,514,995 in 1956. 
This decrease was forecast last year 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 29, 
1957, p. 26). 

Included in the 1957 production were 
2,182,457 cattlehides, 321,849 calfskins, 
and 1,536,611 goatskins, 6,074,324 wooled 
sheepskins, and 970,048 other types of 
skins, ' 

Prices declined substantially, -begin- 
ning in October 1957, and in some in- 
stances dropped nearly 50 percent by 
the end of that year. These were attrib- 
uted to general declines experienced by 
most basic raw materials and to in- 
creased world-wide production in hides 
and skins. Low prices continued into 
the early months of this year, leveling 
off somewhat in January and February, 
but showing a further dip during the 
March auctions. 

Hide and skin exports in 1957 consist- 
ed of 1,200,732 cattlehides, 307,594 calf- 
skins, 1,451,519 goatskins, 5,615,004 
wooled sheepskins and 784,630 other 
types, for a total of 9,359,479 hides and 
skins. 

Domestic consumers processed a total 
of 1,725,810 hides and skins, almost half 
of cattlehides, for local use.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Port Elizabeth. 





Italian Footwear Exports 
Double in Volume, Value 


Italian footwear exports are at high 


levels, and in 1957 the number of pairs | 


of shoes exported and their value more 
than doubled over 1956 exports. 
Footwear exports to the United 
States, the leading foreign markets, 
are steadily increasing and the United 


States is considered the most promising | 
shoe market by Italian manufacturers. } 


U. S. buyers purchased 1,780,098 pairs 
of shoes valued at $6,984,000, or about 
20 percent of total (10,042,082 pairs) 
value of shoe exports in 1957. 

Other important foreign markets for 
1957, in addition to the United States, 
were West Germany, Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom, and Sweden. 

Production increased sharply to 574 
million pairs, compared to 54.2 million 
pairs produced in 1956. Two-thirds of 
the increase was in men’s shoes—U. 5 
Consulate General, Milan. 





Italian exports of unmanufactured 


tobacco declined in 1957 to 24.3 million ; 


pounds from 26.0 million in 1956, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Exports to other European Commo 
Market countries rose from 9.6 million 
pounds in 1956 to 10.5 million in 195%. 
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suf | Taiwan Radio, Parts 
7 ‘Imports Increase 


Imports of radios and parts into 
taiwan totaled NT$14,217,965 (I Taiwan 
jllar=US$0.04036 ) in the first half of 
457, which represented a substantial 
jcline in level from similar imports 
‘paling NT$36,974,397 in the full year 
196. These imports consist largely of 
fies, components, ‘and replacement 


hides 
its in 
| 1956. 
year 
ly 29, 


1 were 
fskins, 
aa import of complete radio receivers is 
mder Government control; however, 
jreigners, and oversea Chinese who 
to invest in Taiwan have been 
jlowed to bring in controlled imports, 
eluding radio receivers, providing the 
from the sale of these items 
we invested in industries approved by 
the Government. Trade estimates are 
that 10,000 radio receivers were im- 
ported in this manner in 1956, 
In the first half of 1957 Japan became 
the leading supplier of Taiwan’s im- 
prts of radios and parts, accounting 
fr 51 percent of this trade, compared 
with 42 percent from the United States 
615,004 md 7 percent from all other sources. 
| othe In previous years, the United States 
ies Cal frag at least 60 percent of such 
impo 
Domestic Production Increases 


Output of completely assembled radios 
in Taiwan increased from about 45,000 
mits in 1956 to an estimated 50,000 
wits in 1957. Indications are that 
roughly 80 percent of the radios sold 
in Taiwan are of domestic manufacture. 
a anticipated that the upward trend 
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krael Raises . . . 

(Continued from page 9) 
shown in parentheses, follow (1 Israeli 
|pound or 1,000 pruta=US$0.56): 


'Bflective May 8 


romising | %% Firewood: 30 percent (exempt). 


acturers. ae Raw cotton waste: 30 percent (ex- 
98 pailS | 49 Adding machines not connected with 
or about |cther machines, their covers, and parts: 80 
2 pairs) percent (80). 
40. Other calculating machines, their covy- 
as, and parts: 80 percent (80). 
‘kets for | 452. Bookkeeping machines, their covers, 
1 States, ad parts: 80 percent (new item). 
| 644A. A motor vehicle adjusted or built 
and, the | with & special driving arrangement to replace 
the legs of an invalid for medical rehabilita- 
- 514 y Hon and imported with the previous approval 
r to 9/4 |of the Director General of the Ministry of 
2 million | Health or @ person delegated by him: Exempt 
. | . 
thirds of | (If such vehicle is transferred to a second 
»s—V. S. | person without approval of the Director Gen- 
Bh or if it is not used for medical rehabili- 
tation, the customs duties must be paid, the 
| decision of the Director General being final). 
tured 74 d. Sheets of cellophane with a blemish; 
ufact ree | % pruta per kilogram (new item). 
| 0. . Prefabrica ouses 8 
3 million / | Tem IN 736 A. Prefabricated h hall 
1956, the | “deleted from the customs tariff schedule. 


reports. | These tariff changes were enacted by 
Common Tariff and Exemption order 
6 million |(Amendment of Schedule No. 12).— 
. in 1957. |U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv. 
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in production will continue for several 
years, because of the strong demand 
for radio receivers and the rapid growth 
in population. 

Progress in 1957 was featured by 
rapid expansion of Taiwan’s output of 


radio parts and components, including 
newly begun production of capacitors, 
I.F. transformers, coils, and volume con- 
trols in addition to items, such as 
cabinets, chassis, transformers, and 
loud-speakers, previously manufactured. 
Important parts not produced in Taiwan 
in 1957 include tubes, transistors, and 
resistors. Japanese technical coopera- 
tion is of considerable importance in 
the development of this industry. 


Radio receivers in operation are esti- 
mated at approximately 300,000 units. 
Television has not yet been established 
in Taiwan.—U. S. Embassy, Taipei. 





Still Camera Imports Into 
U. S. Drop Substantially 


United States imports of still cameras 
during the first quarter of 1958 declined 
substantially in both quantity and value, 
accerding to the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


A total of 118,947 still picture cam- 
eras, valued at $2,948,085, was import- 
ed during the first 3 months of 1958, 
compared with 295,725 still cameras, 
valued at $3,380,722, for the correpsond- 
ing period of 1957. This is a decrease 
of 60 percent in quantity and 12.8 per- 
cent in value. 

West Germany supplied a total of 
35,879 still cameras valued at $1,813,- 
037, or 28.8 percent less in number and 
15.3 percent less in value than during 
the first 3 months of 1957. Imports from 
Japan during this period amounted to 
77,317 still cameras Valued at $758,168, 
a substantial drop from 241,779 still 
cameras valued at $934,476 in the first 
quarter of 1957, 


Imports from East Germany on the 
other hand increased from 1,267 still 
cameras valued at $73,253 to 2,316 cam- 
eras valued at $155,081. 


COMMODITY NEWS 


World Rubber Output, 
Consumption Decrease 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 127,500 long tons in May, 
compared with 137,500 tons in May 
1957, according to estimates of the Sec- 
retariat of the International Rubber 
Study Group, the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, recently reported. 

Output in the first 5 months of this 
year was estimated at 667,500 tons, 
compared with 735,000 tons in the cor- 
responding period a year ago. 

World consumption of natural rubber 


was placed at 150,000 tons in May, com- 
pared with 160,000 tons in May 1957. 
In the first 5 months of 1958, consump- 
tion was 782,500 tons, and 805,000 tons 
in the same period of 1957. Estimated - 
imports into Russia and Red China 
included in these figures totaled 22,250 
tons in May 1958, 15,000 tons in May 
1957, 127,000 tons in January-May 1958, 
and 80,950 tons in January-May 1957. 


Synthetic Production Drops 


Excluding iron-curtain countries for 
which data are not available, world 
synthetic rubber production was esti- 
mated at 87,500 tons and consumption 
at 95,000 tons for May this year. In 
May 1957 output was 107,339 tons and 
consumption 107,500 tons. In the first 
5 months of this year production totaled 
477,500 tons, and consumption 482,500 
tons, and in thé same period of 1957 
the figures were 508,077 and 532,500 
tons, respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber totaled 1,265,000 tons 
for January-May 1958, compared with 
1,337,500 tons in the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1957. Consumption in the United 
States decreased 17.6 percent from 638,- 
316 to 525,933 tons. Consumption in 
foreign ‘countries, excluding Russia and 
China, also decreased from 618,234 to 
612,067 tons. 





Nicaragua Electronics 
Imports Expand Rapidly 


Nicaraguan imports of radio and tele- 
vision apparatus, components, and parts 
totaled $359,875 in value during the first 
half of 1957, representing a substantial 
increase in level over $557,267 for the 
full year 1956 and $541,610 for 1955. 
The United States continues to supply 
more than 50 percent of total purchases 
of electronics products, although compe- 
tition from Germany and the Nether- 
lands is increasing. 

Higher average income resulting from 
increased agricultural production and 
prices has provided stimulus for con- 


siderable expansion in sales of inexpen- 
sive radios during the past 5 or 6 years. 
European multiband radios suitable for 
long and short wave reception are re- 
ported to have gained a strong position 
in the market at the expense of United 
States radios designed for standard 
broadcast only. Between 60,000 and 80,- 
000 radio receivers are estimated to be 
in operation. 

Nicaraguan television facilities were 
established in July 1956, when broad- 
casts started from a transmitter in 
Managua. The number of television re- 
ceivers is estimated to be in excess of 
1,200, virtually all of United States 
manufacture.—U. S. Embassy, Managua. 


39 








UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

WASHINGTON 25,D.C. 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 





Does 


PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO avoig 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, §300 
(GPO) 


First-Class Mail 


/ 
/ 





U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Tariff Hearing Set on 
Nonmetallics and Art 


Public hearings on Schedule 5 and 
Schedule 7, Part 5, of the proposed re- 
vision and consolidation of the laws 
under which imported articles are classi- 
fied for tariff purposes will begin on 
September 16, at 10 am., the Tariff 
Commission has announced. Schedule 5 
includes nonmetallic minerals and their 
products; Part 5 of Schedule 7 com- 
prises works of art, antiques, and 
models. 

These laws are to be consolidated 
ultimately into a single set of schedules 
consisting of 8 individual schedules for 
permanent provisions and 1 appendix for 
temporary tariff measures (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Jan. 27, p. 32; Feb. 
17, p. 32; Mar. 24, p. 32; Apr. 28, p. 31). 

Requests to appear at the hearings on 
these schedules must be filed in writing 
with the Secretary of the Commission 
not later than September 5. Those 
who have properly entered an ap- 
pearance by this date will be individ- 
ually notified of the date on which they 
are scheduled to appear. Such notices 
will be sent as soon as possible after 
September 5. Any person who fails to 
receive such notification by September 
9 should immediately communicate with 
the Secretary of the Commission. 

Text of the proposed revised schedules 
is being sent to the Field Offices of the 
Department of Commerce, as well as 
the offices of collectors of customs and 
appraisers of merchandise at al] head- 
quarters ports of entry to the United 
States. The text may also be inspected 
at the Tariff Commission in Washing- 
ton, D. C. 





Farm Twine Case Dismissed 


The Cordage Institute’s application 
for an “escape clause” investigation on 
farm twine on grounds of lack of 
jurisdiction, has been dismissed, the 
Tariff Commission announced June 30. 

The Commission stated that it “was 
confronted with a question of whether 
the ‘escape clause’ protective principle 
prevailed ever an historic policy of 
Congress to admit farm twine free of 
import restrictions for the special and 


particiular purpose of benefiting the 
American Farmer.” It held that the 
policy of Congress with respect to farm 
twine, established in 1894 and re- 
affirmed by Congress in legislation en- 
acted in October 1951, precludes the 
application of the “escape clause” 
procedure to farm twine in the absence 
of a clear expression from Congress of 
a contrary intent. 





U. S., Norway Sign 
Tax Convention . 


A convention between the United 
States and Norway, modifying and sup- 
plementing the convention of June 13, 
1949, for the avoidance of double taxa- 
tion and the prevention of fiscal eva- 
sion with respect to taxes on income, 
was signed in Oslo on July 10. This sup- 
plementary income tax convention deals 
exclusively with tax treatment of divi- 
dends flowing between the two coun- 
tries. 


Unlike most of the income tax con- 
ventions to which the United States is 
a party, the convention of 1949 with 
Norway did not provide for a reduction 
of the withholding tax on dividends. 
The- supplementary convention would 
modify the tax treatment of dividends 
along the lines of U. S. conventions with 
other countries. It provides for a maxi- 
mum withholding rate of 15 percent on 
dividends paid by a corporation of one 
country to recipients in the other coun- 
try. 

Consistent with the principle in the 
1949 convention, this reduced rate would 
not apply to a recipient of dividends en- 
gaged in business through a permanent 
establishment in the country from which 
the dividends are paid. The supplemen- 
tary convention, with certain qualifying 
limitations, further provides that the 
withholding tax shall not exceed 5 per- 
cent on dividends paid by a corporation 
in one country to a corporation in the 
other country. It is also provided that 
each country exempt from tax the divi- 
dends paid to persons other than its 
citizens, residents, or corporations by a 
corporation of the other country. 

This supplementary income tax con- 
vention with Norway is to become ef- 
fective with respect to taxable years 
beginning on or after January 1 follow- 


ing the calendar year in which exchange 
of instruments of ratification takes | 
place. 





Inquiry on Mesh Wire 
Cloth Terminated 


The escape-clause investigation No. 6§ 
dealing with fine-mesh wire cloth has 
been terminated without formal finding 
by a 4-2 vote, the U. S. Tariff Commis. 
sion announced on July 14. Such cloth 
has meshes finer than 90 wires to the 
lineal inch and is dutiable under para. 
graph 318 of the Tariff Act of 1930. 

In its report on the case, which had 
been instituted under section 7 of the 
Trade Agreements Extension Act of 
1951, as amended, the Commission ex- 
plained its reasons for terminating the 
investigation: First, it was not prac. 
ticable to “distinguish or separate” the 
operations of the producing organiza- 
tions involving fine-mesh cloth from the 
operations of such organizations involv. 
ing other products. Thus, this cloth 
could not be treated as a separate indus- 
try for the purpose of the escape clause, 
pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951, as 
amended. Secondly, some of the con- 
cerns that joined in the application for 
the investigation, including one of the 
largest domestic producers, failed to 
cooperate adequately with it, 
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